
GWENYNWYR
CYMRU
Hydref 2022

WELSH 
BEEKEEPER

Autumn 2022 Issue 217



Welsh Beekeeper

w
w

w.
w

bk
a.

co
m

Hydref 2022

2

Published by 
Cymdeithas Gwenynwyr  

Cymru
Welsh Beekeepers’ 

Association 

Registered Charity 
509929

Views expressed in the 
Welsh Beekeeper are 
not necessarily held by 
the Welsh Beekeepers’ 
Association or the Editor, 
but remain the opinion of 
the author of the article.

The contents of this 
publication may not be 
reproduced in whole or in 
part without the consent of 
the copyright owner.

The WBKA is not 
responsible for the content 
of advertisements nor does 
it endorse the products/
services advertised in the 
Welsh Beekeeper.

Photographs: 
All photographs are 
copyright of the author of 
the article to which they 
refer, unless otherwise 
stated.

Submissions:
All magazine submissions 
should reach the editor on 
or before the last day of 
January, April, July and 
October.

Magazine layout design: 
g.dsign; Claire Waring

Printed by: 
Stephens & George, 
Dowlais, 
Merthyr Tydfil, 
CF48 3TD

Cover: Handpainted Layens hive by Ceri Dobbing  
(Winner of the WBKA autumn issue photo competition)

WBKA
Hydref 2022

Member Associations 2022 Contact Email

WBKA Officers & Trustees Name Contact

Aberystwyth Beekeepers Ann Ovens ann.ovens@btinternet.com
Anglesey Beekeepers John Bowles secretaryabka@gmail.com
Brecon & Radnor Beekeepers Liz Evans secretary.brbka@gmail.com
Bridgend & District Ceri John cerijohn@btinternet.com
Cardiff, Vale & Valleys Louise Roberts secretary@cardiffbeekeepers.co.uk
Carmarthen & District Beekeeping Association Stephen Cox secretary@carmarthenbka.org.uk
Ceredigion Beekeepers’ Association Catherine Taylor Cat4elan@googlemail.com
Conwy Peter McFadden secretary@conwybeekeepers.org.uk
East Carmarthen Terri Kill & Vicki Davies secretary@ec-bka.com
Flint & District Jill Wheeler secretary.fdbka@gmail.com
Lampeter & District Beekeepers Jan Crabb jancrabb@hotmail.com
Lleyn ac Eifionydd Eirian Allport secretary.llebka@gmail.com 
Meirionnydd Pauline Aslin secretary@mbka.info
Montgomeryshire Beekeepers’ Association Jill Hill secretary@montybees.org.uk
Pembrokeshire Diane Corbett pbkacentenary@gmail.com
South Clwyd Jayne Farrell secretary@scbeekeepers.co.uk
Swansea & District Martin Davies sdbks.secretary@gmail.com
Teifiside Dawn Mountfield secretary@tbka.org.uk
West Glamorgan John Beynon jakbeynon@btinternet.com
Specialist Member,  
National Botanic Gardens of Wales Martin Davies martin.davies@gardenofwales.org.uk
Specialist Member, BIBBA Selwyn Runnett chair@bibba.com

President John Bowles president@wbka.com
Vice President Fred Eckton, BEM via secretary@wbka.com
Chairperson (Trustee) Caroline Mullinex chair@wbka.com
Vice Chairperson (Trustee) Karen Pratt vicechair@wbka.com
General Secretary (Trustee) Jenny Shaw secretary@wbka.com
Treasurer (Trustee) Graham Wheeler treasurer@wbka.com
Archivist & Trustee Karen Pratt karen.pratt@wbka.com
COLOSS Representative Karen Pratt coloss@wbka.com
Editor Basil Wolf editor@wbka.com
Education (Modules, Higher Prac Assessments) Caroline Mullinex education@wbka.com
Education (Basic Assessments) Nicola Oulton education@wbka.com
Events Secretary Jill Wheeler convention@wbka.com
Health & Safety John Pilgrim hs@wbka.com
Insurance & Trustee John Bowles insurance@wbka.com
IMYB Coordinator Richard Pett imyb@wbka.com
Learning & Development Trustee Caroline Mullinex ld@wbka.com
Membership Trish Calderbank membership@wbka.com
Minutes Secretary (WBKA Council) Jill Hill minutessecretary@wbka.com
Schools Coordinator Emma Davies schools@wbka.com
Technical Officer Wally Shaw technical@wbka.com
Webmaster Alison Mason webmaster@wbka.com
Welsh Language Subeditor Elin Meek editor@wbka.com
Trustee Christopher Clarke chris.clarke@wbka.com
Trustee Keith Davies keith.davies@wbka.com
Trustee  David Grace dgrace1948@googlemail.com
Trustee  Vacant 



I’m always happily surprised by 
the variety of articles submitted by 
members, and contributions to this 
edition are no exception despite 
a very busy season. Beekeepers 
are an interesting bunch, and the 
pursuit of honey can lead to unusual 
experiences. It isn’t every day that 
you get to rescue the Chester Races 
from a swarm of bees or take a photo 
of two queen bees on the same frame.  
There can be downsides though and 
Montgomeryshire BKA provide 
our main technical input with an 
article about how they dealt with an 
outbreak of European Foulbrood in 
their teaching apiary. It provides a 
timely reminder that now is a good 
time to give the colonies a thorough 
check for signs of disease before they 
enter the winter.

The start to beekeeping is an exciting 
but sometimes scary experience. Our 
new beekeeper catches the mood 
delightfully well (p16), including 
the sense of near panic on that first 
encounter with queen cells. He 
describes taking the first step on the 
long road to expertise, which comes 
from a combination of knowledge 
and experience. Fortunately, WBKA 
can help with the knowledge. 
Caroline Mullinex stresses the need 
for more members to take practical 
assessments (p 10) and makes a call 
for experienced members to qualify 
as assessors. Association apiaries 
(see Teifiside BKA, p 21 ) are a great 
resource for beginners.

We all learn so much from other 
beekeepers. Often even more so if 
those beekeepers operate in a foreign 
country. Martin Burke describes the 

The sponsors of the WBKA Photo 
Competition are very generous in 
their donations and the winning 
photos always look good on the front 
cover. Claire Waring explains why 
photo quality is so important (p 18), 
and explains the technical issues 
that you need to consider. Too many 
entrants who use phone cameras hold 
the camera upright and take a tall, 
narrow photo that is unsuitable for 
the magazine cover. Remember to 
turn the phone horizontally and use 
the highest photo quality setting that 
you have, and you should be OK.

Finally, the Drone’s Tale (p 44), they’ll 
soon be gone ‘til next year.

Check the 
health of brood 
and bees before 

winter.

operation of a French commercial 
apiary (p 40) and recounts his 
excitement at what he saw and the 
lessons that he learned. Their honey 
was dehumidified before extraction, 
which is something that we can do 
using domestic appliances (see the 
WBKA booklet ‘Harvesting Honey’ 
on the WBKA website:  
https://tinyurl.com/mt48sc5y)

Andy Pedley’s book ‘Food Safety 
for Beekeepers’ (reviewed by John 
Pilgrim, p 17) reminds us that 
honey is a food product that must 
be processed to high standards of 
hygiene and discusses the regulatory 
requirements that we must meet.
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The WBKA Summer Council Meeting was held virtually 
on Saturday 25th June. Representatives from thirteen 
Associations attended.  The main topic under discussion 
was membership categories (see separate report).  For 
those wanting to know more about WBKA Council 
meetings, copies of the minutes can be obtained from 
their local Association Secretary. 

Classes of WBKA Membership were amended by 
Council in June.  Prior to that meeting the WBKA had 
just one class of membership, but the Associations wanted 
additional ones to cover what their members required.  
The classes of membership on offer to Association 
Members are now:

Registered member: an indirect member of the WBKA 
with all agreed benefits.  Associations pay an annual 
capitation fee each year to the WBKA and to Bee Disease 
Insurance for each of these members.

Country member: for Association members that do not 
have their own bees but want the benefits of being a full 
indirect member of the WBKA.  The Association will 
only pay an annual capitation fee to the WBKA for these 
members.  This category also covers the members of 
Associations that have agreed not to be members of the 
Bee Disease Insurance (BDI) scheme. Membership of BDI 
is agreed at an Association level, i.e. the decision covers 
all registered members of that association or none, you 
cannot pick and choose.

Partner member: these are for beekeepers living at the 
same address as a registered member and managing the 
same honey bee colonies.  They will be covered by the 
WBKA Insurance policies (third party public and product 
liability) and be able to access assessments, modules, and 
courses through the WBKA.  WBKA capitation is paid 
in arrears (i.e. at the end of a year) and has already been 
agreed for 2023. Council decided not to collect capitation 
from partner members for 2023.  The November 2022 
Council meeting will agree what capitation is to be paid 
for Registered, County and Partner members in 2024.

Local members: for Association members who neither 
own nor manage honey bee colonies. They are not 
members of the WBKA and have no access to any of the 

accruing benefits, e.g. magazine, insurance, access to 
assessments and courses etc..  The Associations do not 
pay an annual capitation fee for these members.

Junior members: for Association members aged 17 
or under who manage bee colonies totally under the 
supervision of a Registered, Partner or Country member.  
Junior members are eligible to take the WBKA Junior 
Assessment.  There is currently no annual WBKA 
capitation for Juniors.  If a Junior has their own hives 
that they manage without supervision, then they need to 
become a Registered member.

The WBKA Constitution is currently being amended to 
include the new membership classes and to clarify some 
sections.  A draft amended document will be circulated 
to the Associations for their comments and suggestions.  
It is hoped to hold a Special General Meeting along with 
the Autumn Council Meeting on November 5th.  Both 
meetings will be virtual. A copy of the current WBKA 
Constitution can be downloaded from the WBKA website

COLOSS 2022 Survey Update: One hundred and sixteen 
WBKA members completed the above Survey, and I 
would like to thank each and every one of you for taking 
the time to do this. The Survey has now been submitted 
and we will await the results.

Karen Pratt, COLOSS Representative and Trustee

WBKA ADVICE 
WBKA strongly discourages the importation of queen 
bees and colonies of bees from outside the UK.  We 
encourage readers to source locally adapted bees 
and/or make their own increase (as described in the 
booklet A Simple Guide to Making Increase which 
can be downloaded from the WBKA website). All 
prospective purchasers should satisfy themselves of 
the origin of bees offered for sale, whether via this 
publication or any other source.
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OTHER NEWS

We knew it: bees are intelligent and 
have feelings

Professor Lars Chitta from Queen 
Mary’s University in London has 
been studying bees for 30 years and 
has just published his latest book ‘The 
Mind of a Bee’. His research (and that 
of other scientists) shows that bees 
are very intelligent, are able to count 
and recognise human faces, and can 
learn to use simple tools. They also 
have emotions and can plan and 
imagine things. He discovered that 
some individual bees, which he calls 
‘genius bees’, are more curious and 
confident than other bees and can 
perform tasks better than other bees 
in the colony. Although he found that 
bees learn best by watching another 
bee complete a task successfully, 
Professor Chitta found that bees are 
intelligent enough to recognise when 
a task is being completed inefficiently 
and they will modify their technique 
to do a better job.

Evidence showing that bees are 
intelligent and have feelings 
is probably not news to many 
beekeepers, but it will justify why 
many of us talk to them when 
working through a colony! 
https://tinyurl.com/yc2ecvjb

Microbes that can improve bee 
nutrition

Researchers at Indiana University 
have investigated the beneficial 
effects of Bombella apis, a microbe 
previously found to protect bees from 
fungal infection. It is unusual because 
it can grow in royal jelly despite 

the jelly’s acidity, viscosity and the 
presence of antimicrobial substances 
which inhibit most microbial 
growth. It not only survives, but it 
also enhances the nutritional value 
of royal jelly by increasing its amino 
acid content. Poor nutrition of larvae 
has important implications for the 
health and function of adult bees. As 
the microbe can survive in syrup for 
up to 24 hours, it can easily be added 
to a conventional feed during times 
of nutritional dearth.

Although this is good news, it seems 
like a clear case of treating the 
symptoms not the cause. The driver 
for this research is to counteract the 
poor nutrition available for bees in 
a country typically covered by huge 
swathes of land given to monoculture 
and wind-pollinated crops like corn. 
Lack of variety in the diet is not good 
for humans or bees. Limited nutrition 
has been cited as a significant factor 
in the 40% loss of managed honeybee 
colonies between 2015 and 2016 in 
the USA. 
https://tinyurl.com/3yubffwh

More evidence that glyphosate 
weedkiller harms bees

Glyphosate is a commonly used 
herbicide which has been available 
for the last 40 years. It is used to kill 
weeds and was not thought to harm 
animals, but recent tests have shown 
otherwise, including in 2019 some 
suggestion it could possibly be a 
human carcinogen. More recently 
it was discovered to be commonly 
found in urine. 
https://tinyurl.com/3myvtx5w

Damage to bumblebees is particularly 
significant during low forage 
availability. As glyphosate is used 
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WBKA Events

WBKA Council Meeting
(virtual) 5th November

Courses

Honey Bee Health  
19th November, Plas Dolerw, 

Newtown  
(WBKA sponsorship available) 
https://tinyurl.com/m7wb5rwn

See our website and social media 
for details of forthcoming webinars

Closing dates for applications:
education@wbka.com

November Module Exams
29th September



to kill wildflowers identified as weeds in agricultural 
situations, lack of forage is common in farming areas.

Previously, safety tests have been performed on healthy 
well fed bees and no damage was seen. However, recently 
15 colonies of buff-tailed bumblebees were divided 
into 2 groups with one group exposed to the typical 
level of glyphosate that they would encounter in a field 
treated with the herbicide. The exposed bees were later 
found to be less efficient at maintaining their nest at the 
temperature required for brood development, which has 
implications for colony growth. Providing more forage 
for bees, such as planting wildflower meadows, can 
counteract this undesirable effect of glyphosate. 
https://tinyurl.com/3c3s3zsu

Varroa finally arrives in Australia

Australia has been the only continent in the world to be 
free of varroa destructor mites but that has now changed. 
The mites were found in hives in Newcastle, a port near 
Sydney, in the middle of June. This immediately triggered 
a honey bee ‘lockdown’ to contain the spread of the mite. 
Unfortunately, by the end of June, it had been found in 
colonies 100 km away, with seven sites identified in New 
South Wales. Movement of bees across the state has been 
banned, and all colonies within 10 km of the affected 
locations will be destroyed, a total of 400 so far.

It has been estimated that if varroa spreads across the 
whole of Australia, it could cost the honey production 
industry about £39 million a year. It will impact on other 
agricultural industries such as the almond, apple and 
avocado harvests, which rely on bee pollination. 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-61976446

Bees are fish

In 2018, three wildlife conservation groups petitioned 
for the protection of four species of bumble bee because 
their populations had declined significantly in the last 
decade. These are the Western bumblebee, Franklin’s 
bumblebee, the Crotch bumblebee, and the Suckley 
Cuckoo bumblebee. The California Endangered Species 
Act is only relevant to vertebrates, so could not be used 
to enable recognised protection powers. However, in May 
this year, California’s Third Appellate District Court of 
Appeal ruled that bees could be protected under Section 

45 of the California Fish and Game Code which defines 
fish and includes, among other things, invertebrates. 
Hence the reports in the media that bees are fish! 
https://tinyurl.com/bdpsexbr

Rare bumblebee found alive and well in Wales

The Ruderal bumblebee (Bombus ruderatus) is one of the 
rarest bumblebee species in the UK and thought to be 
only found in South Kent and East Sussex. However, a 
Ruderal queen was recently spotted in Carmarthenshire, 
the first in Wales since 1973, by a conservationist working 
for the Welsh Government’s threatened species project 
Natur am Byth! Further investigation located nine 
queens in total, a testament to the farming methods and 
abundance of wildflowers in the area. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-61921073

Swarming season stories

It has been a busy swarming season and as usual at this 
time of year, the media is full of pictures of swarms in 
public places. These include bees taking over traffic 
control lights in Manchester, covering a Betfred sign 
in Liverpool City Centre, invading a conference room 
at Police Headquarters at Wootton Hall, Northampton 
during a Facebook live event about response policing 
and, my favourite, filling the jaws of a giant model 
of a velociraptor at the Wingham Wildlife Park near 
Canterbury. One resourceful beekeeper in Sabden 
Lancashire took to social media to ask people to look 
for 20,000 bees which went AWOL from her hive in East 
Lancashire! 
https://tinyurl.com/2p83ykk4

Bees stolen in Cornwall

Five beehives and colonies were stolen from an apiary in 
Cornwall recently, a sad reminder that this crime seems 
to be becoming a regular occurrence. The beekeeper had 
moved the hives from Devon to Tresillian House, where 
he was training estate staff to manage them. What is so 
depressing about the theft of beehives is the knowledge 
that it must be someone who knows about bees. However, 
as the foragers have returned to the apiary, the thief 
probably lives close by and is storing the stolen hives 
within a few miles of the now empty apiary.  
https://tinyurl.com/t3prjhmw
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Learning & Development Update
Caroline Mullinex

WBKA Exam Secretary and Learning & Development Lead Trustee

Module Exams

The March module exams went ahead on Saturday, 19th 
March, 2022 with both online and in person options. The 
successful WBKA candidates were:

Module 3

Jill Hill (Distinction), Rachel Kellaway (Credit), Alan 
Burford, Peter Bezkorowajnyj

Module 7

Caroline Mullinex (Credit)

Module 8

Tracy Harper (Distinction)

Advanced Theory Certificate

Tracy Harper (Credit)

Congratulations to everyone.

The closing date for November applications is 29th 
September and the exams will take place on Saturday, 12th 
November. Once again there will be online and in person 
options.

WBKA members who wish to take a module (or any 
of the higher practical assessments) should email 
education@wbka.com to request the application link 
which will then be sent to the email address which is 
registered on the eR2 membership system.  

The Exam Board have announced that, from 2025, 
module exams will only be available online but a gradual 
phasing out of the in person option will mean that 
handwritten exams will still be available until the end of 
2024, though the number of venues where these can be 
taken will reduce.

Study groups

These can involve face-to-face or virtual meetings, 
or a combination of both, and are a great way to help 
candidates prepare for module exams.  Could you lead 
such a group?  You do not have to be a Master Beekeeper 
to do so, but it would be helpful to have done one or 
more modules yourself so you know exactly what is 
required of candidates in terms of preparation for the 
exams.  Study groups can be structured around a BBKA 
Correspondence Course so that the group has input from 
a highly experienced and qualified tutor.  Please let us 
know if you would be willing to lead a study group and 
tell us which module and where you are based.  We can 
offer advice on how to get this up and running, as well as 
tips on study timetables.  Do remember that WBKA has 
two virtual meeting licences which we can make available 
for groups who wish to meet virtually.  

WBKA Basic & Junior Assessments

We will report details of the successful 2022 candidates 
in the winter edition of the magazine but we now have a 
badge to accompany certificates for successful candidates.  
If you successfully completed the WBKA Basic or Junior 
Assessment before 2021 and would like a badge, please 
send an SAE to Nicola Oulton at 29 Caecerrig Road, 
Pontarddulais, Swansea SA4 8PE.  

Please see the separate article on how local associations 
can help support members who wish to take the WBKA 
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Basic Assessment and, if you are a prospective candidate, 
talk to your local association Education Officer about how 
your association might support you.  The closing date 
for applications to take the Basic and Junior Assessments 
next year is 1st May, 2023.  

New booklet

The latest WBKA booklet – Blwyddyn y Wenynfa - The 
Beekeeping Year – authored by Lynfa Davies, Master 
Beekeeper & NDB, has now been published and copies 
distributed to local associations for them to give to newer 
beekeepers, or those considering taking up beekeeping.  
It is also a useful resource for anyone planning to take 
their Basic or Junior Assessment, so ask your association 
secretary for a copy if you haven’t yet got one (or find a 
copy online at:  
WBKA Publications - Welsh Beekeepers Association).

Honey Bee Health one-day course

At the time of writing there are still some places left on 
this course which will take place at MCRA in Newtown 
on Saturday 19th November.  The course will be led 
by Marin Anastasov, NDB and Lynfa Davies, NDB, 
and is designed to help beekeepers improve their 
knowledge of honey bee pest and disease identification 
and management. It will be particularly useful to those 
taking Module 3, the Honey Bee Health Certificate, or the 
General Husbandry Certificate.  Places cost £50 to include 
refreshments and a light lunch.  WBKA will subsidise 
members who complete this course by reimbursing 40% 
of the course fee on completion. See: 
https://tinyurl.com/bdexvckt

General Husbandry Preparation Course

We will be running another course early next year with 
the theory element being covered over the last weekend 
of February.  Watch out for full details which will be 
circulated via the local associations and on WBKA social 
media.

Microscopy Workshops

The WBKA purchased some microscopy equipment 
earlier this year which has enabled the delivery of regional 
workshops.  It is clear from the take up of places on these 
that there is considerable interest and we would like to 
hear from associations willing to host a workshop which 

Microscopy Workshop at Devil’s Bridge 
Photo: Rob Davies
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Microscopy Workshop at Bridgend.  
Photo: Rob Davies

could focus on pollen, anatomy, or disease recognition. 

Having our own equipment means that we don’t need 
to find specialist venues, so these workshops can be run 
in places like village halls.  Get in touch by emailing ld@
wbka.com if your association is interested in hosting a 
workshop.

 
Exam Secretary Vacancy

WBKA has a vacancy for an Exam Secretary 
with responsibility for Modules and Higher 
Practical Assessments.  These exams and 
assessments are provided to WBKA members 
under an arrangement between WBKA and 
BBKA. The WBKA Exam Secretary provides 
a contact point for WBKA candidates and 
for BBKA.  It is an interesting role for anyone 
with an interest in the Beekeeping Education 
system and the opportunities this provides for 
beekeepers to gain recognition for developing 
their beekeeping skills and knowledge through 
exams and assessments.  If you would like to 
know more about the role, please email:  
ld@wbka.com to arrange a chat.
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Encouraging and supporting members to take 
the WBKA Basic Assessment

Caroline Mullinex
WBKA Exam Secretary and Learning & Development Lead Trustee

WBKA are keen to get more members to take 
the Basic Assessment (BA) and the Learning 
& Development Committee have an Action 

Plan to support this objective. 

Basic Assessments were resumed in 2021 (after a break 
due to the pandemic restrictions) and just under 30 
members took the assessment.  A few more were taking 
the Basic Assessment (or junior equivalent) this year, but 
the number of candidates is still less than 1.5% of our 
total membership. 

Although we have no numerical targets, we would like to 
see a steady year-on-year increase in candidate numbers 
and hope that local associations can help us to achieve 
this by encouraging their members to consider it. It links 
with the Healthy Bees Plan 2030 ,which encourages 
increased skill levels for beekeepers. Many local 
associations are already very proactive in encouraging 
and supporting members to do the Basic Assessment and 
will therefore be well aware of the application process 
and what is involved.  But here is some information on 
eligibility and prcedures: 

Who is eligible?

Those who have managed a colony of bees for at least 
a year.  This really is a minimum requirement as it is 
a practical assessment which draws on the candidate’s 
experience. Association secretaries are asked to verify that 

candidates meet the eligibility criteria by countersigning 
their application forms. A pass in the Basic Assessment 
is required to progress to any of the higher practical 
assessments (and that is why we must apply the eligibility 
criteria consistently).

Applications

The entry fee is £20, and the application form and syllabus 
are on the WBKA website: 
https://wbka.com/2022/01/05/wbka-basic-assessment/

Applications should be submitted by the closing date 
which is 1st May, and this should allow assessments to be 
arranged and completed by the end of July.

The assessors

WBKA Basic Assessors are all very experienced 
beekeepers and are all volunteers.  They may not assess 
someone if they have been involved in training that 
individual.

What is involved

It is worth emphasising that the Basic Assessment is 
entirely practical and oral – there is no written element 
– so candidates should be encouraged to think of it less as 
an exam and more of an enabling assessment. It is simply 
a demonstration of basic competence.  There is nothing in 
it which someone who has completed a local association 
beginner course, and kept bees for a couple of seasons, 
should find too difficult.  Indeed, most candidates find it 
a very enjoyable experience talking bees in the company 
of an experienced beekeeper who really wants them to 
succeed.  

Candidates need to prepare, and the starting point is a 
good look at the syllabus which sets out very clearly what 

The Basic Assessment 
is entirely practical 

and oral – there is no 
written element.
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can be covered in each of the four sections of assessment.

These are:

• Manipulation and equipment: a practical 
assessment of the candidate’s ability to handle bees 
and equipment, and to interpret what they observe.

• Natural History and Beekeeping: oral questioning 
to assess knowledge.

• Swarming, Swarm control and effects: oral 
questioning to assess knowledge.

• Diseases and pests: oral questioning.

Candidates must pass all four sections and the pass mark 
is 50% in each.

Assessors won’t tell candidates their result on the day 
of the assessment.  These are sent to candidates by the 
WBKA Basic Assessment Officer once all the assessments 
have been conducted and the assessor reports collated and 
reviewed.

Assessments are normally held at a local association 
apiary and four or five candidates may be assessed on the 
same day at suitable intervals. It is very unusual for a Basic 
Assessment to take place in the candidate’s own apiary, 
but an assessor’s apiary may be used, e.g. where the local 
association has no apiary facility.

The assessment is quite informal. It should last around 
an hour, although this isn’t rigid and may depend on the 
candidate. Assessors will try to put candidates at ease and 
very much want them to succeed.

Preparation

The practical manipulation of the colony, including 
smoker lighting and use, can be practised in apiary 
sessions or within a study group. Some candidates find a 
winter study group helpful to prepare for the oral sections 
of the assessment. There are lots of resources available 
to help with this, e.g. Mid Bucks study notes, WBKA 
Publications and webinars, but also NBU leaflets, WBKA 
Disease cards and NBU Bee Health Days. 

BBKA do offer a Basic Assessment correspondence 
course.  I have no personal experience of that (though 
I do have experience of the module correspondence 

courses, which I have found invaluable).  But the Basic 
Assessment is a practical assessment, so I am not sure that 
the correspondence course can provide anything which 
local associations can’t provide to their members.  There 
are lots of experienced beekeepers within associations 
to support candidates to prepare. This support might 
include facilitating winter study groups, arranging talks 
and demonstrations, apiary practical sessions, mentoring, 
or even conducting mock assessments for prospective 
candidates.  

Please encourage suitably experienced members to give 
the Basic Assessment a try.  Successful candidates get 
a lovely certificate and a badge.  Their success can be 
celebrated at an association meeting when they can be 
presented with these.  Often, doing the Basic Assessment 
will be a catalyst to set the candidate on a path to 
undertake further exams and/or assessments.  There 
is absolutely no obligation to do this, but many find 
it a rewarding path which helps build knowledge and 
expertise within associations.  These individuals often 
become ‘home-grown’ speakers or demonstrators which 
helps to encourage others. 

There are lots of 
experienced beekeepers 
within associations to 

support candidates.
Recruitment of Assessors

Of course, increasing the numbers of Basic Assessment 
candidates will require more assessors. Assessor 
succession planning is a key part of our action plan.  
WBKA Basic Assessors must hold the General Husbandry 
Certificate.  We ran a preparation course for this recently 
and intend to run another early next year, so watch out 
for details.  It would be fantastic to get to a point where 
each association has a qualified assessor.  Whilst they may 
not be able to assess their own association candidates, 
they could assess those of a neighbouring association.  
Having such a network of assessors would certainly make 
the process of completing the assessments easier and ease 
the burden on individual assessors.
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The WBKA at the Royal Welsh Agricultural 
Society showground

Jill Wheeler

The 2022 WBKA Spring Convention was the first 
of our events held at the RWAS showground after 
the covid lockdowns. The WBKA always have a 

stand at the Spring Festival and the Royal Welsh show. 
This is a chance for us to engage with members of the 
public to show what we do as an organisation for bees 
and beekeepers in Wales. It also gives an opportunity 
to educate the public on what they can do to support 
bees and pollinators. The two shows are very different. 
The Spring Festival is a stand-alone display that has 
information about bees and beekeeping, as well as 
activities to engage younger people. In contrast, the 
display at the Royal Welsh show stands alongside the 
Welsh National Honey show that is run by the RWAS 
and focuses on informing the public about bees and 
beekeeping. 

Our stand at the Royal Welsh Show displayed our links 
with the Wales Action Plan for Pollinators Task Force, 
which involves two members of the WBKA Trustee 
group. There were displays and leaflets from the Welsh 
Government, as well as the WBKA leaflet on flowers, to 
explain what the public can do to help. The other section 
of our display explained what the WBKA provides for its 
members. We hear from the bee inspectors that half the 
beekeepers in Wales are not members of the WBKA. Just 
imagine all the benefits you receive that they are missing 
out on!

Our stands would not be as successful as they are in 
engagement with the public if it wasn’t for the volunteer 
stewards that come from the local associations. So next 
year, when you hear the call for stewards at the RWAS 
shows, why don’t you join the group of people who have 
found what an enjoyable and informative experience it 
can be? For a few hours stewarding you get an interesting 
chat with beekeepers from around Wales and a chance to 
share your enthusiasm with members of the public who 
are interested in bees. Oh! And free entry to the show.

Each year we use the Spring Festival to raise funds for 
Bees Abroad, a charity that has well established links with 
WBKA, with candle rolling and sales of aerial/plant stick 
topper bees. This year we raised £54.10 which was not 
as high as in previous years, but the number of people 
attending the show was much lower after the covid break. 
Hopefully visitor numbers will increase in future.

WBKA at the Royal Welsh Show

Our stand at the Spring Festival.
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The WBKA uses the Spring Festival to raise 

funds for Bees Abroad - a charity that aims 

to relieve poverty through beekeeping.

Could your Association raise funds to 

support their work?

Check out the work of Bees Abroad at:

https://beesabroad.org.uk/

Plum and Honey 
Brûlée

Dee Williams
 
Ingredients

450 g / 1 lb plums

1/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon

75 g / 3 oz honey

2 teaspoons sherry

3 egg yolks

150 ml / 5 fl oz milk

150 ml / 1/4 pint double cream

1 teaspoon sugar

Halve and stone the plums. Put into an ovenproof 
china or plastic microwaveable dish and add the 
honey, cinnamon and sherry.

Cover with cling film and microwave on high for 2 
minutes. Cool completely.

Beat together the egg yolks, milk and cream in a small 
bowl. Microwave on low for 6 minutes, stirring every 
minute for the first 4 minutes and every 30 seconds 
thereafter. Be careful: you mustn’t microwave at too 
high a temperature or for too long. Cool completely.

Pour the cream sauce over the plums. Scatter the sugar 
over the top and microwave on high, uncovered for 2 
minutes.
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Karl Showler (1932 - 2022)
Alan Burford (B&RBKA)

Thomas John Karl Showler was truly a member of 
beekeeping aristocracy. However, he also had a 
wide range of interests and knowledge and is the 

exception to the rule that an expert is somebody who 
knows more and more about less and less. 

Karl was born in Kent in November 1932. He was 
educated at Skinners School, Tunbridge Wells, and was 
said to be OK at history, but not the rest. This interest and 
talent with history has stayed with Karl throughout his 
life and is reflected in his writings.

His National Service was with the county regiment, 
The Queens Own Royal West Kent. Afterwards he went 
to Hadlow College, (then called Kent Farm Institute), 
Sittingbourne. In 1956 he married Betty, who was 
to be his companion for over 50 years, and took up 
employment in the Plant Physiology section of East 
Malling Research Station, Maidstone. In 1970 Karl moved 
to Chalfont St Peter as the Administrative and Technical 
Officer of the International Bee Research Association, 
remaining in that post until 1986. Karl and Betty then 
moved to Hay on Wye where they ran B & K Books, 
specialising in books on bees, beekeeping, and bee 
products until Betty’s death in 2007.

Karl served as President of BBKA 1989 – 1990. 
Interestingly varroa did not arrive in the UK on his 
watch! Karl was followed in this role by none less than 
Ted Hooper. Karl was also a President of BeeCraft and 
an honorary member of several Beekeeping Associations 
including BBKA, B&RBKA, IBRA and BIBBA.

Karl was a prolific author who wrote widely about 
beekeeping, beekeeping history, and religious history. 
His books include ‘The Observation Hive, 1970’, 
‘Observations on Drone Assemblies, 1986’, ‘Honey 
bee Drone Congregations, 2012’, ‘Some Hints on the 
Art and Mystery of Skep Making, 1990’, and ‘The 
Practical Handbook of Bee Culture, 1998’. His “Essays 
in Beekeeping History” written in 2011 were both 
of general interest and useful for those preparing for 
BBKA examinations. He wrote many articles for Bee 

World, including co-authoring ‘Bee World -The First 
Hundred years’ as late as 2019, and is also remembered 
for his history of the development of English beekeeping 
associations (1890 – 1990).

Asked shortly before his death if he had any advice for 
beekeepers, he replied “keep going”. All beekeepers who 
have suffered problems and setbacks will understand this, 
and poignantly, it was his last beekeeping advice.

His achievements as a plant physiologist, beekeeper, 
administrator, book dealer, writer and historian would 
not in themselves explain the warmth and affection 
evident in the contributions from those who knew and 
worked with him and also from local beekeepers. It is 
fitting that the last words are from his non-beekeeping 
second cousin Christiane. ‘This wonderful, clever, 
generous, eccentric, bearded beekeeper will be much 
missed by me. I am so glad that he was part of my life.’

Karl died, aged 89, on 25th June at a care community near 
Abergavenny.

Karl will be remembered  by WBKA members for his skep 
making demonstrations at the Spring Convention, as in 
this photograph taken by John Burgess in 2006.

Welsh Beekeeper
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Further tributes from:

David Coles, Chairman B&RBKA

My wife and I first met Karl and his wife Betty in 1986 
through the Almley Quaker Meeting House. We gradually 
learnt more about this couple, and how they had settled 
in Hay on Wye to set up B&K Books, a specialist outlet 
selling new, second hand, and antiquarian bee books, as 
well as other items of interest to the beekeeping fraternity. 

I soon discovered that Karl had rubbed shoulders with 
some of the all-time greats in the bee world and was 
extremely well read in bee literature past and present. 
He was a very humble man and did not boast about his 
contacts or promote his religion. He was well known on 
the lecture circuit, sometimes travelling abroad. He had 
served on various councils, been made honorary member 
of some, and been past president of at least two, and was 
a president of our local BKA. He wrote many articles and 
books on Quaker history and the history of beekeeping. 

Karl and Betty tended to their bees in an out apiary 
about 3 miles from Hay. They focused on producing cut 
comb honey to the highest specification. Comb honey 
is honey in its purest form, just as the bees left it, and 
is sought after by gourmets. He explained that they 
harvested the honey at any time of the year when it was 
ready, and it did away with investing in the expensive 
extraction equipment that bottled honey requires. He 
and Betty supported the then Country Market stall in 
the Butter Market in Hay. He delighted in talking to 
shoppers about bees and how his wares were produced. 
Karl was an accomplished straw skep maker, and he often 
demonstrated this craft at conventions and fairs. Latterly, 
when his eyesight was failing, he gifted his tools to the 
Welsh Folk Museum at St Fagans.

While he still had bees, Karl was quick to modify his hive 
floors so that he could monitor parasitic mite levels to 
assess if the bees needed treatment or not. He was also a 
pioneer in studying drone congregations and would find 
them by traversing likely places with queen chemical on 
the end of a long fishing rod. 

Karl was a very generous man in all sorts of ways. He 
gifted me and other close acquaintances books and other 
items. He became involved with the Hay community and 

was the local expert to call upon about anything related 
to honeybees. He served on Hay Town Council and 
was Mayor in 2005. He was in great demand as Father 
Christmas because of his long, flowing beard. 

Karl cared for Betty at home during her failing health 
with great dignity and no complaints, though it gradually 
took over his life. He had to have house sitters to help, in 
order to visit his bees, and it also disrupted and delayed 
his writing. He was always very meticulous in everything 
that he did, like selling his business to another bookseller, 
and moving to sheltered accommodation in Brecon where 
he could live semi-independently while his eyesight 
gradually failed him.

I feel grateful that I had the honour of knowing Karl and 
the role model of how to live that he was.

Wally Shaw, WBKA Technical Officer:

When Karl came up to speak to our BKA I took him to 
visit the Bronze Age burial chamber, Bryn Celli Ddu. It 
is about a half mile walk from the road to the chamber, 
across fields and beside a largely dried-up stream bed. As 
we started out Karl produced his dousing rods - another 
one of his passions. I was rather disappointed that they 
were made from copper plated welding rods and not the 
more traditional forked branch ones that are usually made 
of hazel. Karl declared that the route we were following 
was some sort of force line and that this would be a likely 
place for a drone assembly area. 

When we reached the burial chamber, we came across a 
lady who was also sporting dousing rods. Quite naturally, 
the two of them got into conversation about dousing, with 
me sort of tagging on behind ear-wigging the exchange. 
It was mainly about what you could do with dousing 
rods, but the real gem of information came from the lady 
who said that when she went for a walk somewhere, and 
had forgotten where she had parked her car, she used 
the dousing rods to find it for her. The mind boggled! 
Already something of a sceptic, this is where I abandoned 
any credulity. Out of politeness, I kept my own council 
and said nothing then or afterwards to Karl. So, what his 
opinion of this revelation was, I have no idea. 

It was real pleasure to have Karl to stay and we still have 
and use a Quaker motif tea-towel that he gave us.
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Further Experiences of a New Beekeeper
A. D. Rone

 

Every day during the first week of having my own 
beehive occupied, I would take a cuppa down to 
the bottom of the garden several times a day and 

sit on the newly relocated garden bench and watch the 
bees. I tried to work out which direction the flying bees 
were heading but their individual acrobatic air displays 
were too quick for me to follow. I would stand a bit closer 
and marvel at the various coloured pollens that they 
returned with on their legs. Exactly what flowers provided 
this vast palette of glowing goodness in late summer? It 
was a question to ask at the next Bee Club meeting.

The seventh day, which had been marked on the calendar 
as my first hive inspection, eventually arrived and I 
could delve inside to gaze at all the honey awaiting me. 
My expenditure would be justified to my wife today. 
I imagined returning to the house to present her with 
a frame full of fragrant, oozing honey just like Monty 
Don on Gardeners World had showcased to the cameras 
several weeks earlier. The sight of which had both my wife 
and me licking our lips in anticipation.

The smoker was lit, the still bright hive tools awaited their 
first outing, my gleaming white bee suit was donned. 
I was ready. I approached the hive slowly and quietly 
as a hunter would stalk its prey - I wanted my bees to 
remain calm and approachable. A few puffs of smoke in 
the entrance followed by a quick roof and crown board 
removal, revealed the contents of the super. There were 
only about twenty bees in the super, each frame was 
untouched. Despite giving these a puff or two of smoke 

one still managed to sting me on the wrist where the 
goatskin of my gloves ended and the cotton cuff began.

I was determined to see what was happening down 
below in the brood box and so I ventured further. I 
placed the super on the upturned wobbly roof. That was 
a bothersome design feature of pitched hive roofs that 
I hadn’t taken into account. Nevertheless, I was more 
optimistic in the brood box because it was teaming with 
bees and the bouquet of honey wafted up. My brand-new 
bee suit was the traditional round headed variety, which 
was now skew whiff on my head, I didn’t think I had a 
big head, but this suit defied all my attempts to sit firmly 
on my head and wobbled like a plate on a stick instead. 
So the frame inspections were conducted with one hand 
continually pushing back the round headed hat whilst 
trying to smoke the now growing cloud of bees. The 
frames looked to be getting pretty full of stores and larvae 
which was a good sign, but to my dismay several frames 
carried nearly sealed peanut shaped queen cells. I was 
completely flummoxed as to what to do, so I desperately 
scraped each one off and removed them. I felt sure my 
actions would have prevented further queen cells forming 
so late in the summer. So, no Monty Donesque show of 
honeycomb to present to my wife today, but at least I had 
saved the colony from swarming and I would hopefully 
have some honey again in the next few weeks.

That’s at least what I thought until the next morning when 
my wife came rushing in to tell me there was a cloud of 
bees settling in a nearby pine tree.
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Food Safety for Beekeepers
Andy Pedley MCIEH

So, you’ve built the hives, filled 
them with foundation, bought 
the nucs or caught the swarms, 

and tenderly managed the progress of 
the colonies to the point where you 
are about to harvest the honey. But 
honey is a food. What are the rules 
and regulations that the beekeeper 
must follow? What are the standards 
of purity and hygiene that must be 
achieved if you intend to sell some 
of your harvest or even just give it to 
your friends? And do these questions 
extend to other hive products such 
as candles, melts, wax wraps and 
polishes? Are the bee ‘treatments’ 
used in your hive registered and 
can protective treatments affect the 
honey?

This book will give you the answers. 
It is written by Andy Pedley an 
Environmental Health Officer for 
46 years and a beekeeper of 30 
years. He runs the Oxfordshire BKA 
Apiary, is a Trustee of the Central 
Association of Beekeepers (CABK), 
and the Health and Safety Officer 

for the National Honey Show. 
He has written articles about 
food hygiene for BeeCraft, 
BBKA News, and a booklet 
for CBKA, and has presented 
workshops on food safety 
legislation and food safety in 
practice.

The book is a tour de force 
and provides the most complete 

coverage of the subject available in 
print. It is well worth a read as a one 
stop source of information on food 
safety and the law from hive to sales, 
with much advice on the practical 
actions that can and should be taken 
by the beekeeper or bee farmer. We 
are reminded that ignorance of the 
law is no defence and that we are 
producing and handling FOOD. A 
plea of due diligence is discussed. All 
the tools and equipment used need 
to be of food grade which, as he says, 
leaves out recycled net curtains and 
lady’s tights as filters. Most plastics 
may be unusable, and we even need 
to ask whether plastic foundation is 
food grade? 

If you sell honey, do you need to 
be registered as a business and 
what criteria make a food handler 
fit to work. The book covers the 
essential details about the design and 
management of a ‘Honey room’ and 
essential record keeping. You also 
need to consider where things can 
go wrong and identify the points in 
the process where mistakes can be 
made, or accidents happen. The book 

covers these questions and provides a 
Hazard Analysis and Critical Control 
Point (HACCP) for both extracted 
and comb honey.

Once the issues of food hygiene have 
been considered and the honey is in 
the jar, there are questions about the 
design of the label. What can you say 
about food composition? What are 
the requirements for a ‘Best before 
date’? Are you in hot water with the 
law if you use terms such as ‘raw’ or 
‘organic’ honey? Then there are issues 
of food crime, fraud, and GM crops 
that you will want to avoid. Finally, 
the book also covers the powers 
of enforcement available to the 
Environmental Inspectors.

The book contains a long list of 
references and is a valuable source of 
information for those studying for 
the BBKA Module 2 assessment or 
who are en route for the NDB. There 
is also an online course leading to 
the Qualification Level 2 Certificate 
Food Hygiene and Safety with an 
average cost of £12 to £15 that will 
give you basics that are looked for by 
an Environmental Inspector. 

John Pilgrim, WBKA Health and 
Safety Officer

 
Food Safety for Beekeepers 
Andy Pedley, MCIEH 
2022, Northern Bee Books, £17.  
ISBN 978-1-914934-37-7
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File size and your photographs
How big is big enough?

Claire Waring unravels the mysteries of photo size and resolution.

Let’s face it, trying to work out the size and quality 
of that fabulous photo you have just taken can be 
a bit of a nightmare. When the rules for a photo 

competition say entries must be at least 2 MB, what does 
it mean? How can you check that yours will comply?

Actually, competitions should give the minimum size 
in megapixels, and this is how the resolution of your 
camera or phone will be described. Unfortunately, there 
is no standard way to relate megapixels (the actual size 
of the image) to megabytes (the amount of storage space 
required on a device) as it depends on how the file has 
been processed.

Horizontal and Vertical

Photographic devices generally take rectangular images 
with a ratio of 3:2. Before the advent of the mobile phone, 
most photos were taken in a horizontal orientation,  
i.e. the long side being horizontal. However, most people 
view their mobile phone in the vertical orientation, i.e. the 
short side horizontal, and a lot of photos are now taken 
like this. 

For the cover of Welsh Beekeeper, the photo must be 
horizontal. It measures 8¼” x 6” (210 x 155 mm) and 
actually has to be 6 mm (¼ inch) larger on both the 
horizontal and vertical sides (8½” x 6¼”; 216 x 161 mm) 
to work in the layout. This means a horizontal image will 
be cropped slightly but not significantly in terms of file 
size. Vertical photos can also be cropped to the required 
dimensions, but this will reduce the file size by about 50% 
meaning a 2 MB file will be reduced to 1 MB and half the 
data is lost. Think of a Rich Tea biscuit standing vertically. 
Break it in half across the middle (crop), eat that bit (lose 
the data), and you are left with half as much biscuit.

When cropping a vertical image, the resulting photo 
needs to make sense. Cropping the bee on the blackberry 
(Figure 1) still includes the subject (bee) and its context 

Figure 1: Bee on blackberry 
This is in the vertical format (left). It can be cropped to 
the dimensions required for the cover photo and give a 

pleasing composition, as long as the resulting file size is 
large enough.

Figure 2: Ray Smith skepmaker. 
A photo which shows both the skep and its maker (left)
but is in the wrong orientation for the magazine cover 
and cannot be cropped satisfactorily. You either retain 

the lower part of the photo and lose the skepmaker, or you 
retain skepmaker and lose the skep.

Welsh Beekeeper
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(the flower). For the photo of Ray Smith, cropping the 
bottom leaves the subject (the skep) but removes the 
context (the skepmaker). While cropping the top gives a 
nice photo of Ray, he could be doing anything! 

Why is Resolution Important?

Photos are made up of thousands of tiny square image-
sensitive elements called pixels. A filter over the sensor 
means that each pixel records the intensity of only one of 
three colours: red, blue, and green. The camera cleverly 
‘blends’ this with the colours of neighbouring sensor 
elements to create the final image.

To print a photo, the printer makes one printing plate 
for the pixels of each colour and ink is applied according 
to the density of each area for each colour in turn. This 
produces the final range of colours that we see.

There need to be sufficient pixels in a unit length for them 
to be packed close enough so that individual ones are not 
distinguishable, or the photo will be blurry or ‘pixelated’. 
The unit is pixels per inch (ppi) though you will also see 
this referred to as dots per inch (dpi). The two are very 
similar with dpi referring to the number of dots of ink 
placed on the paper by a printer. The higher the resolution 
(more pixels/dots per inch), the better the resulting print. 
The human eye is generally capable of seeing 240-300 ppi, 
which is why prints are made at the top end of the range.

Low and High Resolution

As an analogy to help understand the principles, consider 
a small cube of butter. Spreading this on a small piece of 
toast gives you a relatively thick layer (300 ppi). However, 
if you spread the same amount of butter over a slice of 
toast that is many times bigger, the layer will be a thin one 
(72 ppi). It’s the same with pixels.

Thinking in reverse, when photos are taken at 72 ppi, as 
on most phones and cameras, and then converted to 300 
ppi, the available pixels will be squashed together and, 
if there aren’t enough of them to cover the required area 
of the print at sufficient density, the quality will suffer. 
In other words, for any given number of pixels there is a 
maximum size for the print you can make without loss of 
quality. The more pixels, the larger the possible print size.

Consider the actual size of an image 1000 pixels wide. 
At 72 ppi, this measures 1000 x 72 = 13.89 inches (352.8 
mm). At 300 ppi, its size is calculated as 1000 x 300 and 
reduced to 3.33 inches (84.5 mm) because the available 
pixels are packed closer together. If  the image is printed 
at its original size (13.89 inches) at 300 dpi, the 1000 
pixels will have to be distributed over a larger area (spread 
more thinly).

If there are 100 pixels measuring 1 inch (100 ppi), then 
enlarging the image to 10 inches means there are now 
only 10 pixels available for each inch. If the pixels are 
spread too thinly, the computer steps in and cleverly fills 
the ‘gaps’ (interpolates) with its best estimate of the colour 
the gap would have been if there had been more pixels 
available. This information is transferred to the printing 
plates. The resulting print loses quality (the colours may 
not be close enough to the original ones) and sharpness 
(definition is lost and the print starts to go blurry). 

Going back to the cover photo (which is 8.5” wide and 
6.5” high). For a high resolution image at 300 ppi, the file 
needs to have a width of at least 2550 (8.5 x 300) pixels 
and a height of at least 1875 (6.25 x 300) pixels. That gives 
a total of 4,781,250 (2550 x 1875) pixels. In camera terms, 
this is described as 4.8 megapixels (MP). Therefore, for a 
good quality cover print, the photo must be at least 5 MP. 
Unfortunately, no software can maintain the resolution 
when a very small image is enlarged. There simply isn’t 
enough butter to spread on the toast!

Figure 3: A high quality file (upper left) gives an image 
with crisp outlines and vibrant colours. A poor quality 

file (lower right) gives a blurred, pixelated image.

Gwenynwyr Cymru 19

Autumn 2022



Megapixels and Megabytes

Complications! Aren’t there always? 

We have been talking about photo size in megapixels 
(MP). Just to confuse things, when the files are transferred 
to a computer, the file size is given in megabytes (MB) 
which is the space used to store the image. 

Most photos are stored as jpeg files. The jpg is what 
is known as a lossy compression. In other words, the 
original file is compressed into a smaller file with loss of 
some data. The degree of compression used to make the 
jpg affects the image quality when it is uncompressed for 
use on a computer or to be printed. The higher the jpg 
file quality (the larger the file size in MB), the better the 
quality of the uncompressed file. 

How Do I Find My Camera Information?

Check this in the specifications for the camera or phone 
you are using. It will be given in MP. If it is over 5 MP 
then at the highest quality possible, your photos, if 
uncropped, will be suitable for the cover.

To check the size of an image, you need to look for file 
size, dimensions, and resolution and this can be found on 
the computer. 

Photoshop: Open an image. Go to ‘Image’ then ‘Image 
Size’.

Windows Explorer: Go to the image file in its folder. 
Right click and select ‘Properties’ for file size. On the 
‘Details’ tab, scroll down to ‘Image’ for dimensions and 
resolution.

Mac Computer: Go to the folder and right click on the 
image file. Click ‘Get Info’ then the ‘More Info’ tab.

Consequences

What does this mean for you as a photographer? If you 
are using a camera, I would strongly urge you to set it on 
the highest resolution, such as ‘large jpg’, or RAW if you 
have the software to process this type of file. Although 
larger, the files will be maximum quality. You may need to 
buy another or a bigger camera card, but it will be worth 

it. If you want to take small jpgs most of the time to get 
the maximum number of images on a card, that’s fine. 
Just increase the quality when you are shooting subjects 
for the magazine. 

My mobile phone isn’t exactly steam-driven but it is 
certainly not the latest model, so I don’t know if you can 
alter the resolution on the newer phones. If you can, 
maximise it, at least for your competition entries! For the 
highest quality phone images, it’s possible to purchase 
various professional camera apps that allow you to save 
images at a much higher resolution. If you are serious 
about phone photography, it’s worth getting one of these 
and shooting your bee images with it rather than the 
native camera app. 

Be aware that mobile phones and tablets can 
automatically reduce the file size of an image when it 
is shared, for instance by email. If your phone will do 
this, make sure it is set to share images at full resolution 
when sending your photos to the editor, thus entering the 
highest quality for the competition.

The WB Photo Competition

I have enjoyed seeing members’ bee photographs and 
hope that this article gives you a better insight into the 
format of the images themselves. One of the commonest 
errors I have seen is the picture orientation. Most vertical 
images simply won’t work for the cover as they cannot be 
cropped to the required dimensions and leave the subject 
intact. File size can also go below the limit. They will be 
eliminated as not complying with the rules. This is such 
an easy mistake to correct. Think ‘cover’ before you shoot 
and have an image of the horizontal photo shape in your 
mind. 

READ THE RULES! AND FOLLOW THEM! 

Don’t put in a lot of effort only to have your entry 
eliminated because it doesn’t comply. In the autumn 
competition, eight out of eighteen entries did not meet 
the rules. Yet, all would have been eligible if they had 
been shot horizontally. 

I look forward to seeing a lot more of your entries. 

Good luck!
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The Teifiside BKA teaching apiary
David Grace

The Teifiside BKA has had a teaching apiary at 
Gernos Farm about 2 miles from Coedybryn since 
2009. By 2019 it was becoming very run down and 

in need of refurbishment to enhance the experience of the 
16 or more beginner beekeepers that we have each year. 

The apiary has been redesigned and a small rickety old 
shed has been replaced with a nice new one which is 
large enough to house all our beekeeping hardware. The 
apiary has been divided into five ‘pods’, each holding 
up to four hives. The design was inspired by the need 
to provide social distancing and a safe environment for 
new beekeepers.  During the covid period, each pod 
was overseen by one or two experienced beekeepers and 
beginners were allocated to a pod in small groups (three 
or four per group). They would then attend the same pod 
with the same trainer each time they visited. 

After ‘online’ theory sessions our beginners course 
provides four hands-on sessions at the apiary once the 
weather allows – usually in mid-April. Newcomers get to 
know and handle three or four hives in detail and can still 
share any interesting events in hives on other pods. 

We also have use of a quite large outbuilding about 100 m 
from the apiary where spare brood boxes, supers, floors 
roofs, etc. used to be stored. The building is still used for 
tasks such as frame making, brood box construction, and 
so on.  It also has mains electricity for those vital cups 

of tea and coffee at the end of a busy session. During the 
time of covid restrictions only small groups came in to 
practice construction skills and refreshments were served 
outside where social distancing was easy to provide. We 
are happy that we were able to provide training for new 
beekeepers throughout the epidemic.

The best mobile phone reception is from the shed roof!

The apiary has five ‘pods’ to allow for social distancing.

We encourage members to take the Basic Assessment 
and progress to modules. We have a few members with a 
background in education and are pleased to see how they 
have created self-help study groups.

Finally, as someone who appeared when most of the hard 
work was done, I would like to record my thanks to those 
who worked so hard on this project.



Three things that have influenced my 
beekeeping (and still do).

Jill Wheeler

My beekeeping experience began nearly 20 
years ago when my husband’s mid-life crisis 
was to take up beekeeping. The whole family 

embraced this at first, with just the ‘two oldies’ continuing 
until now. Who knows what may happen in future years? 
Below are three things that have had a big influence on 
the way we keep bees:

Estuary Site: We were fortunate to have an apiary site on 
the Dee estuary for several years. This instilled in me how 
important it is to site bees in a position which is suitable 
for them. The site was a suntrap and had plenty of forage 
within a short flying distance, despite being in a town and 
next to a large river. We expanded to many colonies which 
in turn increased my experience and knowledge. Due to 
its low altitude and position the season kicked off early 
and after having laying queens in the roof we now always 
overwinter our hives with the queen excluder above the 
crownboard.

Meeting and talking to a variety of Beekeepers: I can 
not stress the importance of talking with other beekeepers 
who have different experiences to your own. This can 
be achieved in so many ways, not just by attending 
association meetings, where often experiences are similar 
among people who live in a similar area. As we come out 

of the covid pandemic, there are the three ‘C’s’ that can 
help with this: WBKA Council, Convention and Courses, 
as well as taking part in manning show stands. I always 
remember standing in the Thorne’s queue discussing 
honey yield with a beekeeper from South Wales (a very 
different number from those of us in the North).

Manning a stand at the village show.

Training others: Starting out in a small association 
nearly two decades ago, my husband and I soon became 
the ‘more experienced’ beekeepers when the beekeeping 
bug hit the country. We became part of the training team 
and have developed our association’s practical beginners’ 
course. 

Embracing dad’s new hobby.

A beekeeper taster session.
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Training others and sharing beekeeping experience with 
others is a good way to consolidate your knowledge and 
question ‘Why?’ This can be achieved by simply showing 
observation hives to members of the public at shows 
or taking them through a hive at a taster session (or 
showing a friend your own hive). A ‘newbee’ will always 
ask something that you have not thought about, either 
before or for a long time. For us, we got apiary sites at 
various altitudes so that we could offer advice and see 
for ourselves what was needed and when in these cooler 
climes. 

You never stop learning about the bees and if you keep 
an open mind there are so many ways in which you can 
expand your knowledge.

Invitation to a talk by Clive de Bruyn.

Clive will be coming to Flint & District’s September meeting to talk about:

‘What can the Hobby Beekeeper learn from commercial and professional beekeepers?’

Entry is £2 to include refreshments. The meeting will be held at Northop, Flintshire on Saturday 24th September. 
Please contact the secretary for more details: mertyndowning@btinternet.com
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Young BeekeepersYoung Beekeepers

Bee Surprise!Bee Surprise!

by Abigail (a budding beekeeper)by Abigail (a budding beekeeper)

Building electronic hive monitors
Emma Davies

 

Send your beekeeping stories, 
photos, pictures or jokes to: 

editor@wbka.com

A few weeks ago, we had a bee surprise! It was 
really cool. Our school bees swarmed in our 
garden, because our garden 
is right next to the school 
beehives. The bees gathered 
altogether on our fence in 
the wild part of our garden, 
where our hedgehog lives.  
Miss Davies, my Outdoor 
Learning teacher, came and 
collected them. My little 
sister and I got to help! We 
put on beekeeping suits for 
the first time.  Miss Davies 
had a smoker and a special 

green box that said ‘live bees’ on it. We had to 
wait for the bees to collect into the box and then 

we helped carry them back 
to their beehive. The next day 
they came back! And they did 
something I didn’t know they 
could do…they fanned. This is 
when they shake their bottoms! 
This lets the other bees know 
that the queen is there, not 
in the place they were before. 
I will never forget our bee 
surprise! I liked that there were 
so many bees in such a small 
place. It was the best time.

Pupils at Llanishen Fach Primary School will 
programme Raspberry Pi computers to create hive 
monitors.They will use these to observe and listen to 
the bees in the school’s apiary.  

The Raspberry Pi hive monitors will include  
microphones and cameras that can stream pictures 
and sound via wi-fi to either our own YouTube 
channel or website.  The pupils will be able to observe 
the bees from their classrooms, which will greatly 

enhance the bee related activities that they already 
enjoy.  

It is also a fantastic opportunity for the pupils to use 
their IT skills to programme the units and to use 
problem solving skills to overcome issues such as 
waterproofing and connectivity.  We are extremely 
grateful for the generous funding given by the Happy 
Hive natural skin care company in Cardiff that will 
make this possible.



+

A visit from the Bee Inspector
Rhodri Terrell

On the 2nd of June, Edmund Thomas (the Seasonal Bee Inspector) came to inspect my four bee colonies. 
He arrived at around 10:00 a.m. with all his equipment and suit. We had a cup of tea and chatted for 
a while before going out to inspect my colonies. We put on our suits, lit our smokers, gathered our 
equipment, and headed down to the hives.

He was really impressed with the layout of 
our apiary and the position of the hives. We 
inspected my friend’s hive first. The bees would 
always attack my dad so he stayed well away. 
For the first time, the bees in that hive were 
calm and Edmund was still impressed. We then 
moved on to my hive. We lifted off the roof and 
immediately a cloud of bees flew up to greet us. 
The hive was packed! We went through my hive 
looking for any diseases and mites. Edmund said 
that the hive was a very healthy and busy colony. 
We moved on to my little brother’s hive and we 
saw the same thing. The hive was packed. There 
was no sign of disease, and it was another very 
healthy and strong colony. Same thing with the last one as well.

He had also given me a lot of tips to help me with the bees. A couple of them were to tickle the bees to get 
them out of the cells. He said that if the queen cells look polished or shiny, it is ready for an egg and if not, 
the bees will just ignore it. Another thing he said is the reason the bees take out the wax foundation in the 
corners and in the bottom of the frame is because the bees will vibrate on the comb to communicate but 
the wood of the frame absorbs the vibrations which disrupts communication. He also said that because my 
bees have a bright yellow/orange band on their abdomen, they might be related to the Italian bees. We then 
went back to the house, took off our suits and relaxed inside. He is a very nice person and I would really 
recommend meeting him.

Llanishen Fach Primary School 
held their Summer Festival last 
month and former pupil and 
Junior Beekeeper, Bronwen 
Parry and her friend Alys were 
in charge of selling the school’s 
honey.  The stall was a huge 
success and the money raised 
will be used to buy beekeeping 
equipment for the school.



European Foulbrood (EFB) in the Association 
Apiary

Jill Hill (Secretary, Montgomeryshire BKA)

Montgomeryshire BKA (‘Monty Bees’) is 
privileged to be able to house a training apiary 
in the grounds of Gregynog Hall in Tregynon, 

between Welshpool and Newtown, Powys. It includes an 
equipment shed and has an observation area for members 
of the public who are visiting the grounds of Gregynog. 
After a hectic summer of swarm prevention and control, 
and eight members taking their Basic Assessment, we 
found ourselves on Sunday 3rd July with fourteen colonies 
in National hives, one in a nuc box and two colonies in 
Warre and a Kenyan Top Bar Hives. We are fortunate to 
have a dedicated apiary team of ten members who share 
the workload of inspecting the colonies and supporting 
the beginners’ training programme. Preparation:

As the apiary is sited on private land that is accessed by 
the public, planning the shook swarm procedure needed 
to be more formal than that required by an individual 
doing the same procedure in their own garden. The first 
area of concern was locating the pit for burning the old 
frames. This needed to be dug in the field next to the 
apiary and the landowners (Gregynog Enterprises) and 
the tenant farmer using the land were extremely worried 
about someone falling into the hole and suing them! 
The manager of Gregynog wanted a risk assessment 
drawn up for the hole and this made us recognise we 
needed to prepare a formal assessment for the whole 
procedure. Luckily, in response to the encouragement 
from John Pilgrim (WBKA Health and Safety Officer) for 
all Associations to regularly update their risk assessment, 
we were able to adapt the form we had already had, 
specifically for the shook swarm event. 

The new frames and foundation were ordered, and we 
are grateful to C Wynne Jones for getting them to us so 
quickly. Several members of the apiary team met on the 
Sunday, which happened to be one of the hottest days of 
the year, to make up the 132 brood frames. We managed 
to reduce the number of frames required because the top 
bar hives didn’t need frames and foundation. We also 
united three small colonies to reduce the workload for the 
SBIs, to release some spare equipment and importantly, 

Diagnosis:

Never underestimate the keen observation skills of new 
beekeepers! It was two students who first discovered 
varroa in the UK back in 1992. Our two least experienced 
apiary team members, who only started beekeeping 
last year, spotted some dodgy looking unsealed larvae 
in the nuc box colony. The larvae were discoloured and 
looked ‘melted’. The box was closed, and we immediately 
instigated a voluntary apiary standstill and contacted our 
local SBI. Everyone was instructed to wash their kit in a 

hot wash and disinfect footwear.

Paul Aslin and trainee Seasonal Bee Inspector (SBI) Liz 
Childerley visited the apiary the following Tuesday. (Liz 
is a Monty Bee member and wrote an article in the spring 
edition of the magazine about her own experiences with 
EFB). The colony in the nuc box got the all-clear for EFB 
and so did all the other colonies until the very last hive. 
Just as I was feeling happy that it had all been a false 
alarm, the Lateral Flow Device (LFD) came up positive. 
The apiary was put on formal standstill and it was agreed 
to shook swarm all the colonies the following Tuesday.

The Montgomeryshire BKA Training Apiary.
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because the colonies would be unlikely to survive the 
shook swarm procedure. The team managed to make up 
the frames, but it became too hot to insert the foundation. 
I took them all home to complete and store in the cool 
lounge of the old chapel I live in, where you still need to 
wear a cardigan even in a heatwave!

The spare hive components were scraped onto plastic 
sheeting ready for scorching by the SBI. The sheet and 
scrapings were retained for burning. The grass in the 
apiary was strimmed, and any trip hazards exposed 
and removed or highlighted. A meeting with the estate 
grounds manager identified a safe place to have the 
burning pit. The area around this was cleared of dry grass 
and a clear pathway strimmed from the pit to the apiary 

SBI, a runner removing dirty frames from the apiary and 
putting them in an area for the fire warden to collect and 
feed to the fire in a controlled manner, a recorder keeping 
count of the frames removed by the SBI, and a ‘clean’ 
person who carried scraped and scorched equipment 
from the designated clean area into the apiary as it was 
required. 

It all went well (the bees probably didn’t think so!) with 
great teamwork. It was extremely hot, so we had regular 
breaks, drank plenty of water and enjoyed a picnic 
together. 

gate. The pit was dug late on the Monday evening to 
reduce the time when someone could fall in it, covered, 
and surrounded by orange mesh. Notices warning the 
public that the bees were being moved into new hives and 
that there would be more bees flying about (i.e. avoiding 
language like ‘danger’ and ‘beware’) were placed in the 
car park and entrance. An extensive area was fenced off 
around the apiary site by the grounds manager.

Shook-swarm day:

Five of the apiary team were able to support the SBIs but 
having helpers meant we needed to be organised rather 
than all tripping up over each other doing the same 
thing. One person was designated to oversee the fire, to 
minimise the number of people at risk of burns. We also 
had a scraper preparing used kit for scorching by the 

We started at 10.00 and finished at 16.45 hrs - a long 
day. The last job of the day was to make sure the fire was 
completely out, the pit filled in and the area restored to 
normal.

We enjoyed the social side, despite everything else.

Scorching the hive components.
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The fire pit was fenced off when not in use.



Aftermath:

The bees were fed with syrup the following evening. Two 
hives had absconded, despite queen excluders being 
inserted under the brood boxes. Another hive had a 
swarm under it, but as the box had relatively few bees 
inside, we presumed the queen had somehow escaped 
the shook swarm and had landed outside. The swarm 
was put in the hive and soon settled. The Kenyan Top Bar 
Hive was empty but luckily, the bees were found on the 
ground to the side of the temporary nuc box they’d been 
shaken into. The queen had a clipped wing (not our usual 
practice, but these bees had recently been introduced to 
the apiary from elsewhere), so this had prevented the 
colony from absconding. They were put back in the box 
with a piece of queen excluder across the entrance.

The apiary will remain on standstill for six weeks until a 
further inspection gives the all-clear. Apiaries within a 3 
km radius of Gregynog will be inspected as a priority, and 
then the apiaries of the apiary team and of all those who 
have recently trained there. So quite a workload generated 
for the SBIs from one infected colony in our Monty Bees 
apiary.

 
The apiary is on a six 
week standstill until 
another inspection 
gives the all-clear. 

FRIENDLY FAMILY BUSINESS FOR OVER 40 YEARS
C.Wynne Jones

FOR ALL YOUR BEEKEEPING NEEDS

MAE GENNYM EICH ANGHENION
CADW GWENYN I GYD

www.cwynnejones.com

01978 790279
enquiries@cwynnejones.com

The fire pit was filled in and levelled.
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Nature of hazard Possible effect of 
hazard

Severity Likelihood Assessed risk Precautions or remedial action

1 Apiary team 
members’ 
comfort 

Dehydration, 
heatstroke

2 3 6 Tuesday is likely to be very hot. Bottled water is available in 
the bee shed. Agree breaks for refreshments and to sit in the 
shade. NHS information sheet about signs and symptoms 
of heatstroke and dehydration distributed.

2 Manual 
handling

Injury 3 2 6 Heavy items (more than 15 kg) should be moved by two 
people. The height of hive stands and any temporary 
location for hive parts should be suitable. Remind team 
members about correct lifting technique and not to carry 
too much at once. Burning pit to be prepared using suitable 
tools.

3 Fire pit Uncontrolled 
fire

3 3 9 Nominate a designated fire warden who feeds the fire in 
a controlled manner. Items to be burned will be placed 
away from the fire, not thrown directly onto it. Dry grass 
and twigs to be cleared from the area. Pit has been located 
away from overhanging trees. Water and fire extinguisher 
and blanket to be kept near the pit. Pit to be completely 
extinguished at the end of the day before being covered 
with soil and grass replaced.

4 Physical injury Injury 2 2 4 Sharp objects such as tools and castellations may cause cuts 
and grazes. A first aid kit is available in the bee shed. 

5 Burns Injury 3 2 6 Nominate a designated fire warden. Team members to 
place items for burning at an agreed place (so only the fire 
warden is near the fire). Fire blanket, extinguisher and 
water to be located nearby. First aid box is available in the 
bee shed.

6 Bee stings Injury 2 5 10 There will be a lot of angry bees in the area. Team members 
to wear usual protective clothing and boots and ensure 
colleagues do so. Warning notices to be placed on the car 
park pay stations and kissing gate to ask members of the 
public to avoid the apiary area. Area to be fenced off by 
Gregynog staff.

7 Pit for burning 
material

Injury by falling 
into it

2 2 4 Landowner and tenant farmer informed. Location of pit 
agreed with the Grounds Manager and clear of public 
footpath. Pit to be dug on Monday evening to reduce time 
when the hole is a risk. Hole to be covered and surrounded 
by orange mesh until needed.

8 Trips, slips and 
falls

Injury 2 3 6 The apiary team should assess the site is clear of hazards 
such as undergrowth, low and fallen branches, hidden 
bricks, and holes in the ground before Tuesday. Path 
between apiary and burning pit to be strimmed so areas of 
uneven ground can be seen.

Montgomeryshire Beekeepers Association
Shook swarm procedure at MBKA apiary site at Gregynog Hall, Tregynon, SY16 3PL

Risk Assessment: 12th July 2022

RISK

SEVERITY

 

5 5 10 15 20 25

4 4 8 12 16 20

3 3 6 9 12 15

2 2 4 6 8 10

1 1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

Likelihood

SEVERITY

5 Multiple fatality

4 Fatality

3 Major injury

2 Minor injury

1 Negligible impact

LIKELIHOOD

5  Almost certain

4  Probable

3  Possible

2  Remote

1  Improbable
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European Foulbrood [EFB]

If you suspect one of your colonies is infected with European Foulbrood, you are under a statutory obligation 
to immediately notify a Defra Bee Inspector.

https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/public/Contacts/contacts.cfm

Causative Agent : Melissococcus plutonius [a non-spore forming bacterium]

Description : EFB is a disease of unsealed brood, the larvae dying before the cell is sealed. The infected larva 
moves inside its cell, adopting an unnatural attitude, becomes discoloured, loses segmentation and takes on a 
melted down appearance. It eventually forms a removable scale. Figure 2 EFB – Melted down larve.

Further Reading : https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/index.cfm?sectionid=26 

• Colonies in which EFB is confirmed will be burnt if the infection is severe, or treated using the ‘shook swarm 
technique’.

• You may be able to claim from Bee Disease Insurance [BDI]:     http://www.beediseasesinsurance.co.uk/ 

 Figure 2: EFB – Melted down larvae.Figure 1: EFB – Infected larvae.

Use the WBKA Disease Recognition Cards:
Diseases and Pests of the Honey Bee

By Frank Gellatly

https://view.publitas.com/welsh-beekeeper/diseasecards/

They can be used to give a quick hiveside guide to disease recognition.

 “Courtesy The Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA), Crown Copyright”
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HELPING BEEKEEPERS KEEP BEES FOR OVER 100 YEARS

HIVES, BEES,  FRAMES, FOUNDATION, HARDWARE & CLOTHING, 
HONEY PROCESSING, LABELS,  PACKAGING, QUEEN REARING, HEALTH 
& FEEDING, BOOKS, GIFTS,  EDUCATION, CANDLEMAKING, AND MORE!

SHOP ONLINE,  OVER THE PHONE,  OR IN STORE

L INCOLNSHIRE
BEEHIVE BUSINESS PARK, RAND, NR WRAGBY, MARKET RASEN, LN8 5NJ     SALES@THORNE.CO.UK     01673 858555

SCOTLAND
NEWBURGH IND. ESTATE, 

NEWBURGH, FIFE, KY14 6HA
SCOTLAND@THORNE.CO.UK     

01337 842596

WINDSOR
OAKLEY GREEN FARM,

WINDSOR, SL4 4PZ
WINDSOR@THORNE.CO.UK

01753 830256

STOCKBRIDGE
CHILBOLTON DOWN FARM, 

HAMPSHIRE, SO20 6BU
STOCKBRIDGE@THORNE.CO.UK     

01264 810916

DEVON
QUINCE HONEY FARM,

SOUTH MOLTON, EX36 3RD
DEVON@THORNE.CO.UK

01769 573086

BRANCH SALE DAYS 2022
 

ORDER ONLINE OR OVER THE PHONE NOW!

        

WE WILL HAVE ALL OUR USUAL BARGAINS AVAILABLE, INCLUDING SECOND QUALITY
HIVE PARTS AND FRAMES, BEEKEEPING EQUIPMENT AND ACCESSORIES

WINDSOR: 3 SEPTEMBER

DEVON: 24 SEPTEMBER

STOCKBRIDGE: 17 SEPTEMBER 

LINCOLNSHIRE: 8 OCTOBER



Our story is of a queen honey bee. Her life started 
in June 2016 and finished in June 2021, giving 
her an active colony life that spanned sixty 

months over six seasons. 

By way of background, in 2017 we were excited to have a 
queen go into a fifth season. This queen managed to lay a 
small patch of worker brood in the early spring, but then 
became a drone layer. The worker brood was produced 
too early in the season to raise a viable queen cell, and the 
colony was doomed. In 2020 we were pleased to have two 
queens that both continued into their fifth season. One of 
these colonies successfully superseded in that year, with 
the old and the new queen living together for a number 
of weeks. This was the first time in thirty-six years of 
beekeeping that we had observed this. This is the story of 
the second of these queens that continued into 2021 and 
into her sixth season.

The Story of an Elderly Queen
Clive and Shân Hudson, Lleyn & Eifionydd BKA

The two queens photographed together on the same frame on 27th May 2021. The old queen is in the blue circle, the 
new queen in the yellow circle.

The queen in this story came from a colony headed by 
a four year old queen and from queen cells seen on 22nd 
June 2016. The colony was divided with an artificial 
swarm and the new queen had laid eggs by 18th July 2016 
and was marked white. She was checked in 2017; her 
colony was strong, good tempered and her wings were 

clipped on 3rd May that year. Over the following years 
she was viewed on numerous occasions, remarked as 
necessary and increasingly photographed as her celebrity 
status increased! She reared big colonies in 2017, 2018, 
and 2019, providing us with a total of fourteen supers 
of honey over those three years. At no time did this 
queen and her colony make queen cells. On 5th May 2020 
we divided the colony and were pleased that the split 
with the brood raised a new queen. We don’t usually 
divide colonies until they are making queen cells, but, 
in this case, it was important to us to try and ensure the 
continuity of this good line. We knew the old queen was 
still laying and seemingly well, with viable worker brood 
on 31st August 2020. 

We next inspected the hive on 16th March 2021, and 
wondered what we would find? We were delighted to see 
the same old queen with three frames of worker brood 

and looking OK and she was, yet again, remarked white. 
On 1st April we saw three open queen cells containing 
larvae. Was this too early to raise a new queen that could 
mate successfully? On 14th April we found four sealed 
queen cells; these were ‘new’ queen cells. The cells from 
the 1st April had disappeared; bees do things like this 
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Old Station Yard, Common Road,  Dunnington, YORK, YO19 5EP
Phone: 01904 849331, Email: sales@abelo.co.uk, www.abelo.co.uk

At Abelo we supply a huge range of flat pack and assembled frames. We stock 
our first quality frames and superior foundation in quantities of ten, eleven and 
twelve to suit all of our hive styles. 

Order NOW in time for Spring

because they do not read the books! We also saw the 
old queen and eggs on 14th April. By the 11th May it was 
interesting to observe the pattern of brood on the frames: 
central frames were now empty of the worker brood that 
they had contained, with the frames either side full of 
drone brood. This, it would appear, had been the last job 
of the old queen to produce lots of drones. On 19th May 
we saw a new queen and the old queen, and estimate 
that the 22nd April was the date of emergence of the new 
queen.

By the 26th June we had now seen both queens together 
on a number of occasions, even photographed near each 
other on the same frame. This, however, was the last date 
we saw the old queen. Our best estimate is that the two 
queens had co-existed for eight weeks (22nd April – end 
of June). A visiting new beekeeper was lucky to see both 
queens together: a rare occurrence though not unknown.

Is it good or bad to keep old queens? From our earliest 
days in this craft we have heard the mantra, ‘change your 
queen after two years if you want a good honey crop’. This 
is typified in the classic book by Ted Hooper where the 
instruction is given to replace two-year old queens with 

a young one at the end of their second season (Guide 
to Bees and Honey, 3rd edition, p. 165). We have never 
wished to hasten the demise of any queen and have 
only done that in the case of an exceptionally aggressive 
colony. A good honey crop is important to us, but so is 
the observation of these amazing insects. A colony headed 
by a queen in her second season will usually do well with 
honey; but colonies can, in our experience, continue to 
give good harvests in their third and sometimes fourth 
seasons. Swarm preparation and swarming is an essential 
trait of honey bees, but for reasons we can’t explain, some 
colonies choose not to make queen cells and continue 
to produce large brood nests and give a good surplus of 
honey. A small proportion of those exceptional colonies 
also have long-lived queens that finally pass on their genes 
by supersedure, and, in the case of the queen featured in 
this story, produce a squadron of, hopefully, good quality 
drones. If you cull your queens after two years you will 
never be able to observe these fascinating behaviours.

The bees we keep have had no chemical treatment for 
varroa for fourteen years. Whether or not treatment-free 
beekeeping has any bearing on the longevity of queens is 
open to discussion.
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Interesting days 
out at the Chester 
races - courtesy of 

the bees
Julian Hunter

On what turned out to be a lovely hot and sunny 
Friday in June, I invited some of our first-year 
beekeepers to one of my out apiaries near 

Wrexham. I have twenty hives there so it provides a 
good opportunity for new beekeepers to gain valuable 
experience in an environment where they can ask 
questions, interact, and learn. Equally of course it gives 
me some assistance and company on what can be a very 
long day, and that’s just what it turned out to be.

We started the inspections at 13:30 hrs and finished the 
last hive around 17:30 hrs, the heat making hard work of 
the whole task. With everything completed and before 
leaving the site, we sat around discussing all things honey 
bee related. The conversation had just turned to swarms 
when my mobile phone rang. It was a lovely lady from 
Chester in somewhat of a panic. They had a swarm of 
bees which she was keen to see removed safely and not 
harmed but removed rather quickly.

I explained that it was 15 miles away and I did not 
normally go to swarms in Chester. Other than distance, 
one of my main reasons is that there are a high proportion 
of people supposedly keeping Buckfast bees. As an 
exponent of the AMM and local bees, Buckfast are not 
welcome at my apiary. It then transpired that these bees 
were on the Chester Racecourse and there happened to 
be a big race the following day. The bees had apparently 
initially landed on the finish post next to the jockeys’ 
enclosure. This had not been reported immediately and 
they had decided to move a small distance into a prestige 
outdoor entertainment area where they had settled 

around a table numbered 122 and very close to the bar.

The importance of removing the bees became 
immediately apparent as I doubt any jockey would have 
wished to race there with the thousands of bees in close 
attendance. Likewise I am pretty sure that the paying 
guests would not have wanted to share their tables with 
bees, however gentle they may have been.

Given the importance I agreed to attend the venue, which 
was about 45 minutes away. It so happened that in the 
car I had sheets, a poly nuc and some frames of premiere 
foundation which I had purchased the previous day. I 
asked all the attendees if after such a long day anyone 
wanted to accompany me and see (assuming we were 
successful) a swarm of bees being recovered. 

One of the ladies, Caroline, was keen to gain the 
experience, so we set off in convoy to Chester. On arrival 
just before 19:00 hrs, that particular part of the racecourse 
was deserted. Apparently, none of the ground staff were 
keen to go anywhere near the bees, which appeared to be 
visible as a small pile on one of the tables.

We were greeted by the lady who had phoned me, 
Jeannie Chantler, who turned out to be one of the course 
management team. We collected the poly nuc, sheet and 
frames from the car and explained to a very interested 
Jeannie what we would do and what should happen. I 
decided on just a veil rather than a suit and to forego the 
gloves hoping that this would instil some confidence in 
the onlookers, and yes it worked, as the staff started to 
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draw nearer to the bees.

On close examination I realised that the small cluster on 
the table were sitting above a larger cluster underneath. I 
placed the frames of new foundation on the opposite side 
of the table, probably five feet away from the bees so that I 
could take a closer look underneath. Much to my surprise 
the surface bees started to bolt across in a solid line to 
where the frames were resting, obviously attracted by the 
strong smell of the new foundation. This made me think it 
was going to be a quick and easy job. How wrong can you 
be?

Once the frames of foundation were in the hive the bees 
showed little interest, so as expected, I had to load them 
in from the top to get things started, while those under 
the table were showing no signs of moving. Unfortunately, 
the table was very heavy with concrete blocks at the base 
of the legs and metal struts radiating from the centre to 
the legs making access very difficult. I placed the nuc on 
a sheet as close to the bees as possible, then using a small 
sugar sieve started to gently ladle them from underneath 
the table and proceeded to drop them at the entrance to 
the hive, a long and slow process. By the time around half 

the bees had been removed, we spotted ‘the boss’ on the 
front of the hive, a bright orangey brown queen standing 
out like a beacon (certainly not a black native queen) 
unobligingly heading up to the roof rather than down to 
the entrance of the hive. After four attempts at lifting her 
to the entrance she finally obliged by walking in, followed 
now much more quickly by her ladies who were obviously 
keen to look after the queen.

visit us - www.bee-equipment.co.uk

email us - sales@bee-equipment.co.uk

call us - 01227 833807

pre-order
overwintered
british nucs

‘An orangey brown queen standing out like a beacon.’
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While this was going on, Jeannie and some of the 
ground staff had moved in closer to watch, taking 
pictures and asking the usual questions, full of interest 
in what they were seeing. Caroline, as well as assisting 
with the collection kept everyone informed of what was 
happening. We did not leave the site until after 21:00 
hrs when the last of the stragglers had been contained 
(bees that is), and one additional welcome surprise. 
Jeannie presented us with a ‘winners’ bag’ containing two 
magnums of quality champagne.

This is what Jeannie had to report after the event:

‘A swarm of bees was seen late afternoon in the hedge 
alongside the racecourse, but this was not reported until 
the next day, although a photograph was taken!  This was 
beside the race track itself and very close to where at 16.45 
a swarm of bees was seen settling on a table in an enclosure 
alongside the track.  At this point I googled ‘Swarm of 
Honeybees’ and quickly got through to Mr Hunter.  He was 
with us within the hour. A very speedy response.

Unfortunately, it was some 2.5 hrs later when he was able 
to leave with all but maybe six to eight bees who were still 
flying around.  This was because of the positioning of the 
swarm on both the top and underside of a table making it 
difficult to move them.

Seeing how calm and gentle Mr Hunter was with the bees 
was fascinating, and such a brilliant job to move them all.  
What a service……’

Thank you, Jeannie.

However, the story does not quite end there. To the best of 
the staff ’s knowledge, they had never had a swarm of bees 
at the Chester racecourse before. However, two weeks 
later I got yet another call pre-race day, and yes they had 
had another swarm. This one had landed in a hedge on a 
public footpath at the side of the course. It was next to the 
racetrack barriers and not far from where its predecessor 
had been recovered. Again, this was required to be 
removed ASAP. This was a much simpler task needing 
only the removal of the branch containing the bees and 
a short wait for the stragglers to join the queen in the 
hive. My reward was the offer of more champagne and a 
day out at the races with a meal included courtesy of the 
management and, of course, the bees.

And the fate of the bees? Well after isolation and a 
health check they are happy in their new home and both 
colonies are now headed by new, gentle, black AMM 
queens that will hopefully help provide some more good 
stock for the future.

A huge thanks to Jeannie and the staff for providing cool 
drinks and refreshments on a very long and hot day.

The racecourse cleared for action.
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The day before our holiday. Just back from taking 
the cat to the cattery. A nice day and lots to do. 
Then a shout, ‘Donna! There’s a load of bees by the 

bedroom window!’ I ran to look and found 50-60 scouts 
prospecting a new home in our window recesses. 

I ran down to the hive where I could see a large swarm in 
the damson tree. We acted quickly, using a hosepipe to 
lightly spray the window recesses they were using to get 
into the roof. I called John who had messaged the BKA to 
say he was interested in a swarm. ‘Right, my kit’s ready in 
the car and I’ll be as quick as I can.’ 

Bad news. The bees had progressed to the chimney. 
Anyway, John turned up, checked out what was 
happening, and kitted up. I had a bait hive in the tree but 
clearly, they weren’t interested in that, so we removed 
it. John held the bait hive under the swarm, we cut the 

branch and the bees dropped in. We quickly put the bars 
in place, gently picked up those that hadn’t dropped in 
the box and watched as they started to enter of their own 
accord. We were happy that the queen was safely inside. 

Watching the process, I saw the waggle dance and a few 
bees sending out pheromones. All we had talked about on 
my course was happening in front of my eyes and I was 
totally engrossed. Then I noticed another swarm forming 
in the tree. We collected it in a skep that John had brought 
with him. Throughout the whole process John was 
incredibly calm and gentle and kind to the bees. It really 
was a beautiful experience and the most comfortable I 
have ever felt being with the bees, I think because of this.

The bee gods were kind to us. Had the bees swarmed 
when we were on holiday it would’ve been a complete 
disaster to come home and find bees in the house. 

A lucky escape
Donna Somers
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Beekeeping in the British Newspaper Archive
Reports of swarms in the 18th Century

Basil Wolf

 

The British Newspaper Archive (https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/) is a partnership between the British 
Library and Findmypast. It consists of images of over 55 million pages of newspapers dating from the 1700s up to 
the late twentieth century. About 200,000 new pages are added each month and digital searches are easy to do.

We all enjoy a good story about catching a bee 
swarm and the British of the 18th century 
were no different. Unusual (they employed 

the word ‘extraordinary’ a lot) bee swarms excited much 
interest. Those that occurred in early or late season, or 
hives that swarmed repeatedly over a short time were 
widely reported. Swarms that settled on a person or their 
property were considered to bestow great benefits on 
those involved. For example, in 1728 a man at Maidstone 
had a large swarm settle on the flap of his coat, where 
they remained for some hours before ‘being hived out 
without any Detriment to his Person or Pocket.’ The 
reporter thought that the man ‘will be very prosperous, 
and thrive honester than some Chancellors or Lord 
Chancellors.’ However, and for obvious reasons, the 
papers were less keen to print the ‘signs and presages’ 
related to a swarm that settled in the yard of St James’ 
Palace, near the King’s Bedchamber! 

Elsewhere, swarms were reported to have killed horses: 
‘some went up her Nostrils, and stung her Head and 
Throat in such manner that she died’ or ‘[a horse] was 
set upon by a whole Swarm ... in so violent a Manner, 
and stuck so close that they actually Stung him to Death, 
the poor Creature expiring in the greatest Agonies in 
about four Hours after.’ If sympathy was due to the poor 
horses, none was forthcoming for a spiteful Lancastrian 
Bailiff who almost suffered a similar fate when his servant 
dropped a hive of bees during the course of removing 
the property of some poor debtor: ‘[the bees] fix’d on the 
Face, Head and Neck of the Bailiff, and stung him in such 
a cruel Manner, that his Life is despaired of.’

A fear of bee stings and their possible consequences can 
be seen in many articles. A tradesman of Cambridge was 
stung on the wrist by a bee while hiving a swarm. He died 
‘in a little Time.’ Mr Cheney, a beekeeper of Naseby was 

more fortunate when a swarm settled on his hand and 
he was able to carry them into town, only to see them 
fly away. He held up his hand and they returned and 
allowed him to carry them home where he hived them. 
Other beekeepers were not so calm. The Derby Mercury 
of March 1781 tells of a large Swarm of Bees: ‘and what is 
very extraordinary, the Bees would not settle any where 
but on the Owner’s Arm, who to avoid them, run almost a 
Quarter of a Mile, notwithstanding which, they followed 
him, and accomplished their Purpose.’ The wife of John 
Bennett, of Handsworth was made of sterner stuff because 
as she ‘was ringing a Pan, as is the Custom, to settle a 
Swarm of Bees,’ they settled on her  head and upper body 
and remained there ‘till evening when she shook them 
off into an Hive, and received no other Hurt than a few 
Stings on her Arms and Breast.’

Tanging could be a dangerous activity. In 1784, 
Oxfordshire farmer Mr Tubb had a bee swarm. His 
servant David Jones left his mowing in the adjoining 
meadow and followed them, tapping on his scythe with 
his whetstone ‘when his Foot slipping, he fell upon his 
Scithe, and cut open his Belly in so shocking a Manner 
that his Stomach and Bowels rushed out.’ Despite the best 
of care he died the following night in ‘great Agonies.’

The tanging of the bees was taken to extremes in Chester-
le-Street where a hive issued its fourth swarm of the 
summer, just as the ‘Bells were ringing into Prayers’. 
They settled on the Vestry of the Church; ‘and some 
Naturalists are of the Opinion, as the Bees were upon 
Flight, that the Bells rung them down.’ If the church 
was so accommodating, the public house was less so. 
‘The following Fact is an extraordinary Instance of the 
Mutuality in the Government of Bees’ said the Derby 
Mercury of 1788, as it reported how part of a swarm 
settled in a tub of hot liquor in the Angel Public House, 
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Spalding. A fire was kindled to drive the remaining bees 
away with smoke, which worked for a time. However, the 
bees decided (it was supposed) that the queen was in the 
tub and dived in to join her, where ‘all were destroyed ! 
and nearly Half a Bushel was strained out of the Liquor.’

Swarm collectors could have their moment of fame. In 
1780, as the Duchess of Rutland returned to town in her 
phaeton, she was accompanied by a swarm of bees to 
Berkeley Square where she planned to dine. The queen 
entered the dining room followed by the swarm and Mr 
Hoy of Piccadilly hived them to the great satisfaction 
of the ladies and gentlemen present to observe him. 
However, not all bees were so complacent. In 1766 an 
angry swarm attacked a farmer’s bees near Egremont. The 
hived bees put up a stout resistance and ‘over powered by 
Numbers, and many Hundreds killed, the Banditti were 
obliged to retreat.’ But they attacked a dozen cocks and 
hens and left them breathless on the ground, then set 
upon a horse forcing the woman leading it to run for her 
own safety.

Turning to the more serious debates about bee husbandry, 
the Scots Magazine of 1758 published an extract from Dr 

Swammerdam’s book History of Insects (published 1669), 
being an investigation of the development of a swarm. 
Taken in late July, the swarm was hived and investigated 
some  days later. The bees were killed by smoking, the 
queen was identified, and the numbers of workers and 
drones were counted. The amount of wax was measured, 
and the number of cells occupied by honey, pollen, eggs, 
‘worms’ and developing workers were reported. Anyone 
who has watched the development of a hived swarm 
can appreciate the sense of the awe that Swammerdam 
felt on observing the speed at which the bees could 
organise a new colony and produce comb. He marvelled 
at the quantity of eggs laid by the queen and the rate of 
development of the larvae. 

A search of the internet reveals that Swammerdam was an 
early microscopist who provided the first visual evidence 
to show that the ‘king’ bee was actually a queen and sole 
mother of the bees in the colony. He also described the 
development of the bee from egg to insect and so was 
able to debunk the long-held beliefs that insects arose 
by spontaneous generation and that different life stages 
in insects were different individuals or different types of 
animal.  His science underpins our beekeeping.
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A Beekeeper Abroad

Martin Burke

B&RBKA

Having not been abroad for some years, I was 
thrilled and excited when we arrived in SW 
France, where the hills begin to roll up towards 

the Pyrenees and Gazpacho starts to appear on the 
menus. Thrilled to be away, and very much excited when 
I walked into the garden of the old farmhouse we were 
renting to be greeted by an expanse of lavender absolutely 
shimmering with bee life. I was clearly within three miles 
of an apiary and was all set to explore. 

A short bike ride later I found a sign to Les Ruchers de la 
Clauzeille. ‘Ruchers’ is French for ‘Apiaries’ and it became 
the first new word of what would end up as a long list in 
my notepad. My bike parked, I took a few long minutes to 
recover whilst wandering around like a wasp thief in the 
midday sun, before introducing myself. 

But as ever with anything to do with bees, my well laid 
plans took a turn from the start: 

“Bonjour! Je m’appelle Martin. Je suis un apiculteur 
du Pays de Galles.” (“Hello! I’m called Martin. I’m a 
beekeeper from Wales.”)

“Oh! How lovely! What kind of honey do you produce?”

And it had begun. Through my never ending, silent 
mortification and yet one more ignominious reminder of 
just how good the whole world is at speaking English, we 
had divided, immediately, into the ‘little differences’. 

The very first question I was asked was: “What kind of 
honey do you produce?” Not: ‘How many colonies?’ 
nor ‘What kind of bees?’, nor even ‘Where?’ but “What 

kind of honey?” And having got away with a short 
discussion about my focus on heather honey coming 
down from Sugarloaf, what a treat I was in for! The honey 
varieties they produced were Chataignier (Chestnut), 
Tournesol (Sunflower), Garrigue (Scrubland), Bruyère 
Blanche (White Heather), Lavande (Lavender), Romarin 
(Rosemary), Acacia, and Montagne (Mountain). However, 
it was the Chataignier (Chestnut) honey which really blew 
my mind and was what I came home with. Bitter, even 
sour, like no other honey I have ever tasted. It is not going 
to be for everyone, but it was quite extraordinary and I 
loved it. 

Outside were stacks and stacks of equipment. I had 
missed it at first, but now all was coming clear. On closer 
inspection I noticed firstly, a handling bar screwed on to 
each hive box (brood and super) just above the handle, 
and secondly, floors that extended out by exactly the same 
distance as this bar. When a roof was fitted to the hive, 
the edge of the roof, the handling bar and the floor all 
lined up, front and back, producing a neat, tidy, strapable, 

Boxes ready for transport.
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stackable, perfect fit.  These hives were made for moving.

The “home apiary” here was not the main event. You tell 
me where the Acacia is, and I’ll tell you where my bees 
are.” This was commercial honey production on a very 
large scale. 

To put this in context, the proprietor told me about their 
lavender honey. Yes, my patio was buzzing, but that 
is ‘home apiary’ stuff. When they choose to produce 
lavender honey (which they did last year, but not this), 
they load 100 hives onto their van and head to Provence. 
In fact, I get the feeling that all the beekeepers in France 
do the same! They stay for exactly the right two weeks, all 
sleeping under the stars and having what sounded like a 
fabulous time whilst their bees got busy, and the lavender 
honey flowed. 

Harvest

If you log into your Thorne account and search for 
Clearer Boards, you can enjoy the tussle between 
Porter Bee Escapes, Canadian Cones, Circular Escapes, 
Rhombuses or Half-Rhombuses. Add some YouTube 
searches, a splash of Benzaldehyde, a dollop of BeeQuick 
and a Fume Board or two, and your choices will multiply. 
I know this, because I recently spent a happy few hours 
in the workshop building several different types of clearer 
boards to try out this year.  Which I am now regretting. 

Monsieur Paul, I salute you. With a cavernous, echoing 
warehouse at your disposal, you chose to use up exactly 
ZERO space on clearer boards, opting for a leaf blower 
instead. Paul holds the supers vertically aloft, his wife fires 
up the blower, and their helpers are ready to stack up the 
truck. 

Dehumidification

Which led to the next stage of production and what was 
really quite a big difference. Séchage: the drying process. 

On the whole, I think we stack our supers, collect them 
up, uncap, and spin the honey out into nice convenient 
buckets, making a smaller or bigger mess depending on 
… well depending on nothing, it’s always a big sticky 
mess. The point is, we extract and THEN we test the water 
content and start dehumidifying until we are below 18%.

 “Martin, the honey tastes so much better if you 
dehumidify BEFORE extraction,” they told me. 

Their supers are stacked in an airtight room where a fan 
is used to circulate the air and a dehumidifier is used to 
extract the moisture. The supers of Chataignier honey stay 
in here for a good three weeks.

These are all supers, stacked for dehumidification. You 
can just make out a fan at the back, which they move 
around, keeping the air circulating down each stack of 
supers. There was a large dehumidifier just out of shot. 

The scale of their operation was colossal. Everywhere 
I looked, my senses were being stretched; my ever so 
comfortable boundaries of normality, or even possibility, 
were being shattered, no more so than when we entered 
the extraction room.

Each frame is handled only twice. Once in; once out. 
Cappings are scraped off automatically, frames stack up 
waiting to auto-load into a 72-frame spinner, with honey, 
automatically suctioned off to filtration. A blower for clearing bees out of supers.
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Pièce de résistance

By now, you have probably got a good feel for what I was 
going through. I was having such a good time, learning 
so much, asking question after question and revelling in 
the identical but oh so different world of my host. But 
the pièce de résistance, was when we moved into their 
warehouse, and this one requires some back story. 

Earlier this year, I wrote some notes to myself including 
one that said: “Martin, you don’t have enough kit. Ever. 
How many times do you have to be caught out for this 
message to sink in? Sort it out. Do it today.” So, I was 
feeling pleased with myself when I had a stack of seven 
supers, all filled up, ready to buy me some time whilst I 
skedaddled off to France for a couple of weeks. Silly me. 
This is what you call a stack of spare kit!

Machinery for honey extraction.

Spare equipment in store.
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BEEFEED 2022

BIO FONDABEE

Certified organic fondant paste
NEW Packaging - Sealed bags 2.5kg / 70 x (5 x 2,5g)

INVERTBEE

FONDABEEFRUC

Certified liquid beefeed
Ready-to-use
NEW Packaging - Sealed bags 1kg / 70 x (10 x 1kg)

Certified fondant paste with higher level of fructose
Developed for extreme weather conditions (Dry Environment, hot or cold regions)
Packaging - Sealed bags 1kg / 70 x (12 x 1kg) 

Sealed bags 2,5kg / 70 x (5 x 2,5kg)

Main UK distributor: Jonathan & Sam Davies
Wyefield Apiaries, Llwynpiod,
Garth Llangammarch Wells, Powys LD4 4AU
Tel: 07791 52 63 83
Email: sam@wyefieldapiaries.co.uk

Produced by:

I continued wandering around this extraordinary ‘rucher’, 
revelling in, and wondering at some of the kit that they 
used, furiously scribbling sketches and notes.

This is definitely on my construction list. It is a box with 
castellations covering the 
two ends and runners 
down both sides. I am 
guessing that it is an 
ingenious Nuc box which 
can be used either as a 
standard 5 frame Nuc 
(on the castellations) 
or can be divided into 
two Mini-Nucs with a 
Long-Bar-esque divider 
placed down the middle, 
entrances at either end, 
mini-frames riding on the 
runners, and two mesh 
floors beneath.

I may also build one of these: Paul had two solar wax 
extractors on the go. You fill them up with frames which 

A solar wax extractor.

you want to recycle, point them at the sun (the smaller 
one tracks the sun), watch the internal temperature rise to 
eighty-odd degrees, take a tea break, and come back to a 
bucket full of wax and a stack full of cleaned up frames. 

France was fantastic. I consider it a gift that you can 
remove yourself to an environment so completely 
different from home, which amazes with the new and the 
wonderful, whilst still filling with thoughts, lessons and 
ideas, as well as comforting with fond familiarity.

Dehumidify your honey

using domestic equipment

The WBKA booklet 

Harvesting Honey 

explains how to do this

https://tinyurl.com/mt48sc5y
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Dave, like, he was my best mate.  We was born 
in the same convent - grew up together – I had 
known him for months.  Since he was an egg, so 

to speak!

It’s a bit upsetting what happened in the end, but back in 
those early days, life was easy, I mean REAL easy.  Dave 
and me, we was young and carefree, and life was one big 
adventure.

We was spoilt really – didn’t 
have to do much and so, 
naturally, didn’t do much!  
The sisters did it all for 
us, which was their job I 
suppose, and we was washed 
and cleaned and even fed 
without lifting a finger (or 
foot) ourselves.

Dave really loved that – all 
that fussing about – and used 
to get pampered something 
awful, standing there for a bit 
of spit-and-polish, and until 
his hair had all been slicked 
back.

Dave, mind you, was always the good-looking one.  What 
with those big black eyes and his hairy body, he couldn’t 
help being the centre of attention, could he?  The sisters 
said he looked so handsome he could be a prince one 
day - and they giggled and made up other sloppy stuff like 
that.  

Me, I didn’t have the gift of the gab like Dave had – 
somehow felt different with the girls around.  Happier 
with just me mates. Maybe that was it, but that’s another 
story.

Anyway, to get back to Dave … 

Me and Dave used to go round together, inseparable like.  
Not just in the convent, but out on day trips - out to visit 
other places. There were guards on the doors of course 
- but it only took one look into Dave’s eyes and we were 
in, like magic.  The other blokes there didn’t seem to take 
much notice of us and left us alone, but the girls always 
seemed pleased to see us and brought us food or gave 
us a quick brush-up if we was tired or dusty.  They said 

they liked us because 
we brightened the place 
up – we was like big hot 
water bottles, they said.

Mind you, wherever 
we went the food was 
always pretty boring.  
Pollen and honey.  Dave 
used to say that variety 
was the spice of life, but 
that we wasn’t getting 
any!  He was always a bit 
outspoken like that. 

Fancied himself as a bit 
of an intellectual too.  
He told me once I didn’t 
have a father.  Now, I 
didn’t mind that, ‘cos 

growing up in a nursery it’s a bit obvious, innit, but then 
he goes on to say I’d never have a son.  Bloody cheek!  
Then he rambles on about something called ‘path-and-
no-geniuses’ – I would have given him one if I’d had a 
sting.

Sometimes, as a bit of a dare or if we ‘felt the urge’, we 
would fly up into the sky.  High as we could. 

Dave was a bit of a fitness fanatic and used to practice – 
working out he called it – pumping his flight muscles up.  
He even reckoned he could fly at over twenty miles an 
hour if pushed – ‘in your dreams old son!’, I used to say.

The Drone’s Tale: My Mate Dave
Mike Harris

Credit: Julia Mahood, Metro Atlanta BKA, USA
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Well, you can imagine our surprise when one day, a nice 
sunny day at the beginning of June it was, we was up there 
just buzzing around, when we ran into a whole of bunch 
of guys doing pretty much the same thing.  I mean there 
were thousands of them.  Some of them I even recognised 
from our convent – but all mostly a bit older.

‘Blimey!’, said Dave (or words to that effect) ‘is this a 
swarm?’  (We had heard vague whispers about ‘swarms’ 
but really had no idea what they were, only that they 
involved – well, swarms – of people).

‘No, silly’, they replied (or words to that effect) ‘this is a 
disco!’

We had heard rumours about discos as well, of course, 
but they were meant to have music and, well, girls, weren’t 
they?

‘The musicians are off sick, but the girls should be coming 
along later!’ said one of them.  ‘You can hang out with us, 
if you like!’

So, we hung about, with Dave showing off as usual - and 
me tagging along – until about an hour later something 
really amazing happened.  By then us blokes was just 
mooching around, looking for somewhere to get a drink 
of course, but suddenly up pops this girl – this young lady 
– and flies smack into the middle of the dance floor!

Well, you could have knocked me down with a feather!  
Like, she was gorgeous!  I’d never seen anyone so beautiful 
before – true she was bigger than I expected, but tall and 
elegant.  A real queen.

I felt quite giddy and most of my legs started to shake.  
Dave said it was something to do with her ‘fairy moans’, 
but I didn’t catch that – I was too busy gazing into her 
eyes.  Was she giving me a little wink? 

My heart leapt, but so did Dave and all the other blokes, 
and suddenly everyone was making a bee-line for the 
queen, who of course, did a quick about-turn herself and 
scarpered.  We all shot off after her, thousands of us in a 
long stream (it’s a bit like the tail of a comet, I read later) - 
even me, although I wasn’t quite sure why.

Of course, I expect you’ve already guessed who got there 
first.  My mate Dave - with his massive flight muscles - 

was first in the queue, miles away and doing whatever it 
was we did.  It’s still all a bit vague, but I never saw that 
queen again.  I never saw Dave again either, or at least, 
not all of him.

I went looking for Dave that afternoon, worried that he 
might have got lost on his way back, but when eventually 
I did find him, it was a case of ‘OMG!’.  Poor fella – she’d 
ripped out all his fiddly bits!!!

Even now, now that I’m old (over fifty days you know) 
and about to be chucked out of the nursery - they’re 
saying I’m a burden on their resources – I still think of my 
mate Dave.  I miss him a lot.

And, I’m beginning to understand those weird 
conversations we used to have – ‘filosofee’ or something, 
he called it - about whether it’s better to have a life of fun 
and adventure but die young, or to play it safe and spend 
your days learning stuff and living a bit longer, like.

No, I’ll never forget the sight of poor Dave’s body that 
day, or that strange smile on his face - but as for me, I’m 
sticking to my books! 
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Ragwort

Reading ‘Other News’ in the summer issue of Welsh 
Beekeeper I am horrified by the apparent lack of 
appreciation of what the Weeds Act of 1959 says and why 
Ragwort is classed as an injurious weed. I would like to 
put the record straight.

Under the Weeds Act the Secretary of State for the 
Department Environment, Food and Rural Affairs can, 
if satisfied that specified weeds are growing upon any 
land, serve a notice requiring the occupier to take action 
to prevent the spread of those weeds. An unreasonable 
failure to comply with a notice is an offence.

The Act applies to five specified weeds:

• Common Ragwort (Senecio jacobaea);
• Spear Thistle (Cirsium vulgare);
• Creeping or Field Thistle (Cirsium arvense);
• Curled Dock (Rumex crispus);
• Broad-Leaved Dock (Rumex obtusifolius);

I only know of the effects of ragwort which is highly 
toxic to a range of animals, including horses and cattle, 
causing severe liver damage and often death. It can also be 
harmful to humans if food is contaminated with the toxic 
plant juices.

A Code of Practice to Prevent and Control the Spread 
of Ragwort published by the Welsh Government in 
November 2011 (similar codes have been published by 
the Westminster Government). It states that ‘The aim 
of this guidance is to prevent and control the spread of 
Common ragwort (Senecio jacobaea) where it is a threat 
to the health and welfare of grazing animals, in particular 
horses and cattle.’

The guidance is clear that it does not seek to eradicate 
Common Ragwort, a native plant which supports many 
species of wildlife, but to ensure that landowners and/
or occupiers control it in a manner that is appropriate 
to the risk to grazing animals. It advises how to assess 

the risk that ragwort will spread to areas where animals 
graze depending on how close to the pasture it is growing. 
Normally if it is more than 100 m away it is considered 
low risk, however at less than 50 m, as can be the case 
with roadsides and grass verges, the risk is high. Ragwort 
seeds are downy, easily dispersed by wind, and can lie 
dormant for several years before germinating.

Details of a range of acceptable controls are provided 
in the guidance; these include cultural, chemical and 
biological methods.

I therefore do not think that ragwort is a weed that should 
in anyway be encouraged and certainly would not support 
the inclusion of any incentive, be it in Environmental 
Land Management in England or Glastir in Wales, 
that encourages the toleration of this ‘weed’ on or near 
agricultural land. Let’s leave well alone.

Yours

Helen Anthony
Member Montgomeryshire Beekeepers Association

Response from Jill Hill

What is good for one thing is often detrimental to 
another. Thank you for reminding us that, although 
this scientific paper showed that ragwort may be good 
for pollinators, care must be taken to eliminate it from 
pastures and hay/silage crops where it can be eaten by, 
and is toxic to, horses and cattle.

Six-spot burnett moths (Zygaena filipendulae) on 
ragwort. 
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Our photo competition is continuing, so get snapping!  
Note that the following rules will apply.  

• Entrants must be WBKA members, either directly or through membership of a WBKA-affiliated 
association.

• Entries must be submitted, by email, to editor@wbka.com, by the following deadlines: 
31 October for the Winter edition; 31 January for the Spring edition;  
30 April for the Summer edition; 31 July for the Autumn edition

• Entries must be honey bee, or beekeeping related, must be the original work of the entrant, and 
must not have been winning entries in any other photographic competition.  

• Photos submitted should be orientated horizontally, and should be a minimum file size of 2MB.
• Photos may be cropped, as long as the size does not fall below 2MB. Minor adjustments, including 

contrast and slight colour adjustment, are permitted.
• Photos which have been altered or enhanced beyond such minor adjustments, whether digitally or 

otherwise, are not eligible. If the judge determines that a photographer has altered his or her photo, 
they reserve the right to disqualify it. 

• The judge’s decision will be final and no correspondence will be entered into regarding this.
• Submission of an entry to the competition indicates that the owner of the image permits WBKA to 

publish the winning and runner-up entries in the magazine. The winning image may be featured on 
the front cover.

Photo Competition Winners!

Thank you all for your entries to our photo competition and congratulations to the 
winners. Our thanks to Claire Waring for judging and to Abelo who have kindly 
sponsored the autumn competition and donated a 12 Frame National Poly Hive for the 
overall winner.

Barry GriffithsCeri Dobbing

Steve Daulby

1st 2nd

3rd


