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Editorial
My thanks to the Editorial Team and all our contributors for the support they 
have given me in the past year. Congratulations to all our members who were 
successful in the Welsh National Honey Show (see results pages 18 – 21). There’s 
scope for more entrants in all sections including the junior classes. An idea for 
2023? Congratulations to all those who have passed their practical assessments 
and thanks to all those who have worked to make this possible, whether by 
teaching or by acting as assessors. There is a need for more Basic Assessors: see 
page 11 for more information and opportunities to take the General Husbandry 
Assessment. Read the Young Beekeepers’ pages for a fascinating insight into how 
beekeeping is expanding the interests and experiences of primary school pupils. 
See page 9 for a preview of the 2023 WBKA Spring Convention - save the date.

On the technical side we have the annual report of the National Bee Unit with 
a message of bumper honey crops and a need to be vigilant against the spread 
of foulbrood disease across Wales. Our thanks to Maggie Gill and her team of 
Regional Bee Inspectors for all the hard work they do on our behalf. Wally Shaw 
discusses the pros and cons of different hive configurations, and we have a couple 
of articles that give insights into the extent of problems for pollinators caused 
by pesticides. We’d be interested in hearing your views regarding the use of local 
association libraries (see letters). Finally, I wish you and your bees a healthy, happy 
and productive season in 2023.
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Certified organic fondant paste
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Certified liquid beefeed
Ready-to-use
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Certified fondant paste with higher level of fructose
Developed for extreme weather conditions (Dry Environment, hot or cold regions)
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Email: sam@wyefieldapiaries.co.uk
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News Items
WBKA Autumn Council Meeting was held virtually 
on Saturday 5th November. Representatives from 13 
Associations attended the meeting. The main topics 
under discussion were the proposed capitation rates for 
2024 and the 2023 WBKA budget. For those wanting to 
know more about WBKA Council meetings, copies of 
the minutes can be obtained from their local Association 
Secretary. 

Proposed Capitation Rates for 2024 are £12 for each 
Registered and Country Member and £6 for each Partner 
Member of an Association. These rates were agreed 
unanimously by the Association Representatives at the 
November 5th WBKA Council meeting. The proposal 
now goes forward for formal ratification at the WBKA 
AGM on March 4th, 2023. Readers should note that 
up until the Council meeting in June 2022 the WBKA 
capitation had only ever covered one beekeeping 
member. The changes reported in the Autumn magazine 
allow Partner members in the same household and 
jointly managing the same bees as a Registered member 
to enjoy many of the benefits of being an Indirect 
member of the WBKA. These benefits include Insurance, 
attendance at Courses and the ability to take both 
WBKA and BBKA assessments and examinations. For 
2023, the capitation rate for Partner members will be 
£0. Capitation is the amount of money that a Member 
Association pays to the WBKA annually for each of their 
members. Your Association Membership Secretary will 
be able to give you more information.

WBKA AGM 2023 will be held as a face-to-face meeting 
on Saturday March 4th, provisionally at Plas Dolerw, 
Newtown. There will be the facility to join the meeting 
virtually, although ONLY designated Association 
Representatives will be able to vote on any proposals 
and nominations. Associations and their members are 
reminded that the deadlines for proposals/motions is 
14th January and for nominations 31st January, and these 
should be sent to secretary@wbka.com by a designated 
member of the Association Committee or the agreed 
representative of the Individual members of the WBKA.

WBKA Constitution: Member Associations now have 
the draft changes so that they and their members can 
comment on the proposed amendments. It is hoped these 
will be officially accepted at the AGM in March 2023.

WBKA Vacancies: at the AGM there will be vacancies 
for two new Trustees to join the dynamic Management 
Team working to deliver the aims of the WBKA. If you 
are interested and would like more information, please 
contact the General Secretary on secretary@wbka.com.

WBKA Insurance: Association Secretaries now have 
copies of the 2022/23 WBKA Certificate of Insurance and 
Policy details. Please contact them if you require a copy 
for attending an event etc. Individual members should 
contact membershipsecretary@wbka.com for a copy.  

Associations Map on WBKA Website: WBKA Council 
has approved the use of an interactive map that will 
show the user the nearest Beekeeping Association to 
their postcode. The format is very similar to the swarm 
collectors’ map already on the WBKA website. If 
Associations wish, they can add information about their 
activities etc. to the map for those looking to join, or 
access training, etc.. 

Apimondia: through membership of CONBA (Council 
of National Beekeeping Associations) WBKA Association 
and Individual Members can now benefit from reduced 
member rates when they attend the Apimondia Congress 
(https://www.apimondia.org/). The next Congress will be 
held in Chile between 4th - 7th September 2023. 

 

Season’s Greetings
Cyfarchion y Tymor

Wishing all our readers a 
Healthy and Happy 2023
Gan ddymuno 2023 Iach 

a Hapus i bob un o’n  
darllenwyr
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WBKA Events
WBKA AGM 

March 4th (face-to-face & virtual)

Council Meeting
March 4th (face-to-face & virtual)

WBKA Convention, Royal Welsh 
Showground - March 25th

Stewards required: contact Jill 
Wheeler at convention@wbka.com

RWAS Spring Festival- Saturday 
20th and Sunday 21st May

RWAS Summer Show- Monday 24th 
to Thursday 27th July

March Module Exams 
Closing date 10th February 

(See the WBKA website for more 
information)

General Husbandry Preparation 
Course - February 25th & 26th 

(See the WBKA website for more 
information)

Forthcoming Webinars

See the WBKA website for details

OTHER NEWS
Treating antibiotic-resistant lung infections with 
manuka honey

People with long-term lung conditions like cystic fibrosis are vulnerable to 
a nasty infection caused by mycobacterium abscessus, which is resistant to 
many antibiotics. This infection can be treated by a combination of drugs, 
which includes amikacin, but only has a success rate of about 50% after a year 
of therapy. The treatment also comes with a raft of side effects: nausea and 
vomiting, hearing loss, liver damage, chronic skin infections and blood cell 
abnormalities.

Research at Aston University has shown that combining manuka honey as an 
inhalable spray with amikacin meant the therapeutic dose of the drug could 
be reduced from 16 mcg/ml to 2 mcg/ml, which means that the recipients are 
far less likely to suffer side effects.

Although methylglyoxal (MGO) is thought to be the magic antimicrobial 
ingredient which makes manuka so sought-after, the researchers found using 
whole honey was more effective than MGO alone, suggesting there are other 
important ingredients in honey that are needed in the fight against infection.
https://tinyurl.com/r7hyrxst

New Exam Secretary A warm 
welcome to Liz Childerley who will 
be taking over the role of WBKA 
Exam Secretary from Caroline 
Mullinex. Caroline, who will remain 
WBKA L&D Lead, has been the 
Exam Secretary with responsibility 
for Modules and the Higher Practical 
Assessments since 2017. Nicola 
Oulton is stepping down as the 
WBKA Basic Assessment Officer 
and we thank her for the work she 
has done around the arrangement 
of our Basic Assessments and 
in the Learning & Development 
Committee. Liz has agreed to 
assume responsibility for WBKA 
Basic Assessments within the Exam 
Secretary role. This returns us to the 
pre-2017 position of having just one officer responsible for basics, modules, 
and the higher practical assessments. Liz will be working with other members 
of the L&D sub-committee to review WBKA Basic Assessment processes 
ahead of the 2023 round.
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More healing properties of honey

Scientists at Manchester University have reviewed over 
250 articles published since 1937 relating to the use 
of honey as a healing agent for wounds. Research is 
ongoing to identify what honey contains to give it its 
antimicrobial and healing properties, and to confirm the 
quantities needed, with a view to using honey to treat 
wounds and to reduce the reliance on antimicrobial 
drugs. Resistance to conventional therapies is an 
increasingly significant problem globally, so the use of 
honey as an effective topical treatment for all types of 
wound is attractive.

Honey has been used in promoting healing since ancient 
times but only recently has science begun to identify 
how it works. Honey contains phenol, defensin-1 and 
methylglyoxal, but its acidity, low water content and 
ability to generate hydrogen peroxide are important 
properties. Its consistency also acts as a barrier over the 
wound, keeping it moist and protected. Honey on toast 
will never be the same!   
https://tinyurl.com/yr8hkdu8

Mad honey

A young female bear cub was found in Turkey recently 
in an apparently intoxicated state after consuming “mad 
honey”. Nectar from the local rhododendron species 
contains the neurotoxin grayanotoxin and the honey 
produced from it is a red-brown colour with a sharp scent 
and bitter taste. The honey (the toxin it contains) causes 
the consumer to feel mildly euphoric or “high” and it is 
eaten in small quantities as a traditional treatment for 
high blood pressure. However, as the bear discovered, 
taken in larger quantities, it can cause very low blood 
pressure, nausea, fainting, fits, abnormal heart rhythms 
and even death. Luckily for the bear, it was treated by a 
local vet and released after a few days.   
https://tinyurl.com/4y2c34se

It was the use of mad honey (or deli bal) which thwarted 
Pompey the Great, a famous Roman general, when he 
prepared to attack Mithridates VI in 97 BC. Bowls of the 
honey were placed in the path of the invading army, which 
were eaten by the Roman soldiers. Mithridates’ men found 
the Romans in a delirious state and killed them all.

visit us - www.bee-equipment.co.uk

email us - sales@bee-equipment.co.uk

call us - 01227 833807

pre-order
overwintered
british nucs
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Mad honey is produced in a small area of Turkey, the 
Kackar mountains, where the particular species of 
rhododendron which contains the toxin is found. It is 
expensive, costing about £260 per kg and apparently is a 
popular item bought by tourists!   
https://tinyurl.com/yzceenfj

Manuka honey glut

Manuka honey has been big business in New Zealand 
in recent years, and since 2000, the number of hives 
in the country has rocketed from around 300,000 to 
nearly a million. Particularly during the pandemic, the 
honey with its apparent health benefits has been in great 
demand, pushing up prices for some types to 2,621 NZ 
dollars for a 230 g pot. Unsurprisingly, this has led to a 
massive increase in people taking up beekeeping, but also 
hundreds of hives being stolen in a lucrative crime wave.

However, demand for manuka honey has dropped 
recently and this, coupled with a bumper harvest in 2020 
when about 27,000 tonnes was collected in comparison 
to the average 19,000 tonnes, means New Zealand has 
a stockpile of honey. As a result, people are giving up 
beekeeping, with estimated hive numbers down to about 
720,000 this year. The price locally has dropped but is still 
too expensive for many New Zealanders, never mind the 
rest of us. 
https://tinyurl.com/3mdh2aa7

Bill Turnbull

Beekeepers were saddened by the news that broadcaster 
and keen beekeeper, Bill Turnbull, died on August 31st 
after a five year battle with prostate cancer. Bill was well 
known as a journalist, radio and TV presenter, and 
Strictly Come Dancing contestant among other things 
but he also kept bees for about 30 years, inspired after 
a swarm landed in his garden and was competently 
collected by a local beekeeper. His book ‘The Bad 
Beekeeper’s Club’ (see page 13 for a review) was a joy to 
read, and many beekeepers will recognise the mistakes 
and mishaps he describes in his journey to becoming 
a beekeeper. He was patron of Bees for Development 
and was a great promoter for beekeeping through his 
involvement in local and national events, including 
running the London Marathon dressed in his bee suit.  
https://tinyurl.com/m8m7kexr

Biking for Bees
Jaya O’Neill and Bees Abroad

Jaya O’Neill is riding her bike all the way from 
Scotland to New Zealand! Along the way she is 
meeting beekeepers, tasting honey and all the time 

raising funds for Bees Abroad beekeeping projects. Her 
journey will take up to 18 months and she will be passing 
through as many as 30 different countries! You can listen 
to her story here: 
https://fb.watch/fX_IKM3YYO

Jaya says “I’ll be cycling from sunny Scotland all the way 
to my hometown in New Zealand. Yes, CYCLING! I’ll 
be travelling through Europe, the Middle East and Asia, 
island hopping the trade routes of the Pacific Ocean 
and finally the length of Aotearoa, New Zealand to my 
hometown in Dunedin.  Along the way I’ll be visiting 
native beekeepers, learning all about local bee keeping 
practices and tasting some sweet, sweet honey. 

As I go, I’ll be fundraising for Bees Abroad and try to raise 
as much as possible for their projects that alleviate poverty 
through beekeeping. Please do donate if you can and share 
my JustGiving page with your friends and family: 

https://justgiving.com/fundraising/bikingforbees 

I would love for you to follow my adventure on Instagram 
@bikingforbees. I’ll be sure to update you on the journey 
and all I learn about beekeeping as I go.”
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The Guard of Honour: Ian Mitchell, Phil Springham, Ann Ovens, The bride and Seasonal Bee Inspector Karen Smith, 
her husband Emyr Davies, Richard Spencer, Tracy Harper and Tony Burgess. Photos by Ann Mitchell.

In September, the wedding of Seasonal Bee Inspector 
Karen Smith to Mr Emyr Davies was held in the 
wonderful ancient woodland surroundings of the 

Hafod Estate near Devil’s Bridge.

An unexpected Guard of Honour from Aberystwyth 
Beekeepers Association was there to greet them as they 
emerged from the ceremony. The smokers were filled 
with white sage to add a very romantic, floral mist to 
the occasion. The Guard of Honour was a gesture by 
Aberystwyth Beekeepers’ Association to show their huge 
appreciation to Karen for her tireless work and support 
with beekeepers in the area.

ABKA Beekeepers’ 
Guard of Honour for 

Karen Smith SBI 
Tony Burgess
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WBKA Basic Assessments

Anglesey

Tracey Weetman (Distinction)

Bridgend

Dave Johnston (Distinction)

Cardiff, Vale & Valleys

Richard Terrell (Distinction), Rhodri Terrell, Phoenix 
Lewis

Montgomeryshire

Laura Magee (Distinction), Joy Sisley (Credit), Paul 
Barnes (Distinction), Karen Mitchell (Distinction), 
Simon Anderson (Distinction), Jill McAloon 
(Distinction), George McCulloch (Distinction), Mark 
Swain (Distinction)

Pembrokeshire

Linda Jones (Distinction)

South Clwyd

Patricia Calderbank, Sharon Parry (Distinction), Julian 
Hunter (Distinction), Rosemary Jones (Credit), Catrin 
Roberts

Teifiside

Dawn Mountfield (Distinction),  

Paul Haines (Distinction), Jane Finney (Distinction), 
Andy Kennedy (Credit), Richard Abbott (Distinction), 
Cindy Castle (Credit), Helen Williams (Distinction)

WBKA Junior Assessments

Aberystwyth

Elliot Fletcher

Cardiff, Vale & Valleys

Aled Terrell

Bee Health Certificate (BHC)

Bridgend

Jonathan Griffiths

What next?

We hope that you will continue your beekeeping 
education, whether through further practical assessments 
or theory modules.  

If you are wondering where to go after the Basic 
Assessment and written exams are not for you, the Bee 
Health Certificate (BHC) can be a good step between the 
Basic and General Husbandry Practical Assessments. This 
may also appeal to those who do not wish to go as far 
as taking the General Husbandry Assessment. We have 
delivered a one-day workshop to help candidates prepare 
for this and do now have two Assessors for the Bee Health 
Certificate based in Wales.

Practical Assessments 2022
Caroline Mullinex

Congratulations to all the successful 
candidates listed below:
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We really do need more WBKA members with this 
qualification to ensure we have enough Basic Assessors 
in future. We are therefore re-running our 3-day General 
Husbandry Preparation Course starting with 2 days to 
cover theory over the weekend of 25th & 26th February.  
Please see the details and booking link in the advert 
on this page. Places are being subsidised by WBKA, 
supported by the generous funding received from the 
Worshipful Company of Wax Chandlers and the course 
cost (£99) is amazing value for 3 days of expert tuition.

Our Basic Assessors do a fantastic job but are stretched 
thinly and this sometimes means that assessments 
cannot proceed.  There is a wealth of experience across 
our member associations and we do encourage suitably 
experienced members to consider taking the General 
Husbandry Assessment, both to support their own 
development and be able to support the development 
of others.  Please think about it and, if you would like 
further information (on General Husbandry or on any 

of the other exams and assessments), get in touch via 
education@wbka.com or ld@wbka.com.

Details of all the exams and assessments available, and 
how to apply, can be found on the WBKA website: 
https://wbka.com/exams-and-assessment-2/

 

General Husbandry Preparation Course
Gregynog Hall, Near Newtown, Powys

February 25th and 26th 2023

Instructors: Marin Anastasov NDB & Lynfa Davies NDB

Course Aims: to ensure that candidates understand the breadth and depth of the General Husbandry Assessment 
to enable them to prepare as thoroughly as possible. The course is primarily aimed at people wishing to take the 
assessment in the next couple of years, although there is no obligation to do so.

Course requirements: You will need to have been keeping bees for at least three years and be a current member of 
the WBKA. You will need to have passed your Basic Assessment. We may ask for proof of this on application.

The course is split into two parts. A weekend of theory on 25th & 26th February followed by a day of practical 
sessions during the active beekeeping season (on a date to be confirmed). The cost is £99 per person for the three 
days. This includes all tuition and refreshments but accommodation is not included.

The Eventbrite booking link is https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/449216276977

The General Husbandry Certificate
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Notes for New Beekeepers
by Bill Cadmore

Reviewer: Wally Shaw

In recent years there have been a number of 
beekeeping books aimed specifically at beginners. 
So, what does this book have to offer? The key is in 

the title with the word ‘notes’ and that is exactly what 
it contains. It proceeds in a very logical order from the 
biology and life cycle of a honey bee colony to describing 
the beekeeping year and a checklist for new beekeepers, 
covering a comprehensive list of topics on the way. The 
notes are delivered as a series of fairly simple, self-
contained sections. The book does not have an index, but 
it does not need one, because it has a very comprehensive 
list of contents at the beginning, and the use of this 
makes it easy to find the topic about which you want 
information. Bill has resisted the temptation to show-
case his own more extensive knowledge and each section 
of the book contains what a beginner needs to know 
and no more. Later, as the beekeeper’s experience and 
understanding grow, the book can be used as an entry 
into more detailed sources.

However, the part of the book about which I have some 
concerns; that covering swarming (pages 62-74), is 
slightly less clear and up to date than I would have liked. 
I would certainly not expect a book aimed at beginners 
to give a comprehensive account of swarming but there 
are some issues. This section of the book falls into the 
familiar trap on not clearly defining the use of the words 
‘prevention and control’ and this inevitably leads to 
confusion about the use of various management methods 
that are available to the beekeeper. I always use the terms 
‘pre-emptive control’ (to cover management methods 
that try to persuade a colony not to start queen cells) to 
distinguish them from re-active control (methods that 
can be used to prevent a colony that has started queen 
cells from actually swarming). These methods are totally 
different and nowhere do they overlap.

Most confusion usually arises with the method called 
the Demaree which is exclusively for use in pre-emptive 
swarm control. Use of the names Snelgrove and Horsley 

do not really mean anything because these are simply 
names of two designs of split board, which can all be 
used for both pre-emptive and re-active swarm control. I 
was disappointed that Bill decided to follow the example 
of most beekeeping books and recommend the Pagden 
Method of artificial swarming. He does qualify this by 
saying that ‘it (nearly) always works’. In my experience, 
and that of most beekeepers, this is a gross overstatement. 
The Pagden Method creates an artificial swarm that is 
dominated by older bees. This is a condition that could 
not occur naturally, where swarms are dominated by 
younger bees, and the colony has no built-in response. 
Basically the colony is confused and does not know 
whether to continue with the plan to swarm or abandon it 
and settle down. Other methods are available that totally 
avoid this problem and are more successful.

There are two issues in connection with preparing sugar 
syrup. The first (page 51) recommends a syrup made with 
1 kg of sugar in 500 ml of water as a suitable feed for a 
hived-up nuc to draw foundation. This is much too strong 
and 1 kg in 1 L would be better. Later in the book (page 
94) it says that strong winter feed, using 1 kg sugar in 630 
ml, water needs to be brought nearly to the boil. However, 
boiling water poured onto the sugar, followed by thorough 
stirring (no further heat required) will result in a clear 
solution that is at about blood heat – an energy saving of 
over 50% (not insignificant in this day and age!).

In summary, I think this book fills a useful niche as an 
entry level source of information and advice. If you are a 
new or aspiring beekeeper I recommend that it goes on 
your Christmas wish list.

 

Notes for New Beekeepers 
Bill Cadmore, 2022 
Published by Northern Bee Books: 
ISBN 978-1-914934-45-2  
Available from Northern Bee Books: £17.00
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The Bad Beekeepers Club
by Bill Turnbull

Reviewer: Jill Hill

As Christmas approaches, a jolly good stocking 
filler for anyone who keeps bees or is thinking 
about it, is this very amusing yet also surprisingly 

informative book by the late Bill Turnbull. His passion 
for bees and the joy and enthusiasm he has for keeping 
bees shines through every page, even when describing 
the disasters and the mistakes he has made throughout 
his beekeeping career. The book is clearly not the usual 
“how to do beekeeping”. Even Bill admits that, when 
choosing an instruction manual, “Wisely, in my view, 
you’re reading the one which tells you how not to do it”. 
However, reading about all the mistakes he has made, 
what he has done wrong and why it was wrong, is a fun 
way to get the message across about how to be a caring 
and effective beekeeper. Most beekeepers will recognise 
some of the situations he describes!

Bill was first attracted to beekeeping when a swarm of 
bees landed in his garden, and he watched with awe as a 
local beekeeper calmly collected them. It was many years 
later that he was able to have the time and environment 
in which to keep bees and join his local Association to 
get some training. The style of the book is very honest 
and self-deprecating: the first lines confess “I’m a Bad 
Beekeeper. A really Bad Beekeeper. I’ve done bad things 
with bees”. Very quickly, he describes getting stung on 
the head at his first visit to the training apiary. Those of 
you who have had the same experience will share his 
pain- it really does feel like a nail being hammered into 
your scalp! He uses humour to get important messages 
across: “Make sure yours is the only body inside the bee 
suit” when he noticed bees inside his veil on one occasion 
because he had not secured his protective clothing 
correctly.

By giving hilarious descriptions of what he did wrong 
in a number of beekeeping manipulations, he covers 
quite a comprehensive list with what he should have 
done including the importance of using a smoker, how 
to move bees (less than 3 ft or more than 3 miles), 

collecting swarms, managing aggressive bees and the 
reasons for aggression, the rationale for  record keeping, 
how to introduce a new queen safely, as well as factual 
information like the history of beekeeping, the cost of 
equipment, the components of the hive, honey extraction, 
how the colony functions as one organism, and the 
progression from newly emerged house bee to forager.

He slips serious messages into the amusing text; like 
the importance of keeping locally adapted bees, and 
beekeepers as the most common cause of transferring 
disease, as well as potential hazards like hive thefts and 
buying second-hand equipment. He also promotes the 
importance of training and describes the qualifications 
that are available through the BBKA from the Basic 
Assessment, Modules, General Husbandry to Advanced 
Beekeeper.

The final chapters cover some of the activities Bill 
became involved in to promote beekeeping generally 
and organisations like Bees for Development. Stories 
about auctioning jars of his honey for hundreds of 
pounds, running the London Marathon in a bee suit, and 
appearing on Celebrity Mastermind with beekeeping as 
his specialist subject are delivered with modesty. He is 
always happy to laugh at himself and share the joke with 
the reader.

As well as being funny, this is a book filled with passion 
and respect for the honey bee and beekeeping. Most 
beekeepers have made some of the mistakes Bill describes.
The Bad Beekeepers Club shows you are not alone!

 

The Bad Beekeepers Club  
Bill Turnbull, 2010 
Published by Sphere 
ISBN 978 1 8474 4398 4 
Available from Northern Bee Books: £9.99
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Barney’s Beehive:
Ken Clement

Back in the day I was (still am I suppose), an 
Environmental Health Officer with, the then, 
Swansea City Council. I held many posts over 

the years: Public Health Officer with all the usual 
duties within a “district”. Then, on re-organisation I 
became “Meat, Schools and Institutions” Officer, with 
responsibilities for all abattoir functions and hygiene in 
schools, hospitals (yes...hospitals), care establishments, 
the prison (would you believe), unheard of at that, 
because of Crown Immunity! I was then (I suppose 
because of my enquiring (quirky!) nature)  appointed 
“Project Officer”....dealing with “ No idea, give it to Ken!” 
things!

I thought about the “Principles of Public Health”, and 
some of the “new” problems of the modern day (Like 
Chadwick did back then, I suppose). One that came to 
mind was “Accidents in the Home and Surrounds”, which 
was far more prevalent than other types! To that end, I 
was allowed to form a “Health Promotion Section” which 
included it in the remit. (I must give credit to my then 
Director, Eddie Ramsden, for HIS forward thinking in 
allowing me to do it).

my faithful “Design and Print” section of the Council. A 
legend was born!

But who was to “bee” Barney? You’ve guessed again ... ME. 
The then Home Safety Officer was “Twiz” (don’t ask). Twiz 
had a “seamstress” friend, who willingly came up with a 
natty costume for ....ME! Barney attended many schools, 
events and other promotions, and was very popular, I 
think. He even won the “Best Fancy Dress” category in the 
famous “Gower Bike Ride” (Magnum of bubbly from the 
mayor, no less!). Established!

Still trying to think of “home safety” promotions I, on 
holiday in the Isle of White I think, saw a marvellous “Oak 
tree” model, though it may have been another tree! It 
had windows with lively “elf type things” going on inside. 
IDEA! I could make a beehive with similar “Home safety” 
messages

At that time I was doing a “Health Promotions” Diploma 
course at the then, Llandaff Tech in Cardiff. We all had to 
do a “project” - boring writing. YUK! So, Barney’s hive 
was born.... I started making it! First cardboard for the 
initial shape, then, with the help of donations of off-cuts 
of foam from a surfboard manufacturer in Neath Abbey, 
along with generous blobs of builders’ foam, the hive took 
shape. The course was coming to an end (with my project 
unfinished) and I presented evidence of my efforts to the 
powers that be. 

“Enough mate”, was the reply, possibly glad of not having 
to read a boring word!

BUT... it was not finished, and my time not being endless, 
it was put into storage (hanging from the rafters of my 
garage). There it stayed ‘till my recent “clear out”.... a 
LONG time!

Was I to “chuck it out” as, instructed.... after all that work! 
NO WAY 

IDEA! EURIKA!!! Bee keepers. 

A “Crime Prevention Officer” was appointed, to visit 
schools and other establishments and deal with the 
“promotion” side of things! We needed a logo for “Be safe 
at home” and, yes, you’ve guessed, it was “Barney Bee”  
(hopefully to appeal to children and parents and anyone 
else who was interested). To that end he was designed by 
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FRIENDLY FAMILY BUSINESS FOR OVER 40 YEARS
C.Wynne Jones

FOR ALL YOUR BEEKEEPING NEEDS

MAE GENNYM EICH ANGHENION
CADW GWENYN I GYD

www.cwynnejones.com

01978 790279
enquiries@cwynnejones.com

Over wintered nucs for sale

Quality, near native, strong, 
quiet & productive bees 

Heavy heather honey stores

Collection from NE Wales

£200 each or: 2 for £350, 3 for £500
Call Kirsty on 07377557233

or email kirstyfwilliamsbees@gmail.com
www.thebritishbeecompany.org         LL20 7AS

~ Black Queens for sale Summer 2023 ~

Eventually, after fruitless e-mails and enquiries, my mate 
Tom John in Penllergaer, another bee bloke, told me of 
your place up the road from him and his hives. Got it on 
“Google”... a field. Blinkin’ Eck!!!

Barney’s beehive at home in the garage.
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Further Experiences of a New Beekeeper
Winter
A. D. Rone

I’m looking out of our kitchen window at our garden. 
It’s now a sepia-coloured garden with just various 
hues of brown, there are no leaves on the trees, no 

colour, no bird song and sadly no bee hive.

My colony had swarmed unusually late in the season. 
They had swarmed onto the most inaccessible and 
highest branch of a nearby Scots pine tree. In my dread 
that verged on panic on the thought that I would lose 
them I had initially rushed to fetch the ladder to try 
to reach them, but my wife vigorously refused for me 
to even consider this desperate and clearly dangerous 
tactic despite my insistence that I could climb the 
ladder one handed while carrying a box in the other 
hand to knock the bees into. While we were having this 
conversation the bees lifted and slowly and quite regally, 
I thought, flew over our heads, over our house and over 
our neighbouring farmer’s field. I was tempted to try to 
follow them on foot but soon realised that what had been 
a large dark serene cloud of bees over our heads had now 
disappeared from view. I did ring our neighbours to keep 
a lookout for them but no sign of them was seen again.

This left me with a virgin queen and just half a colony. 
I thought initially that she would mate immediately 
and start the lifecycle of the colony again, but I soon 
realised after just a couple of weeks that this wasn’t 
happening. Numbers of remaining bees were declining 
and there were no signs of eggs or sealed brood. Dead 
drones littered the landing board and there appeared to 
be very limited stores remaining. The colony must be 
starving I concluded.  I quickly bought a rapid feeder 
and a quantity of inverted sugar syrup which the bees 
consumed at a truly impressive rate, but the decline 
continued.

In desperation, and also after swallowing my pride, I rang 
the secretary of our bee club and explained my dilemma 

with the bees. Her questions about my colony were 
delivered in a voice that reflected the epitome of patience 
and sympathy. She soon concluded that it was far too late 
in the season for the new queen to mate successfully and, 
as things stood, my colony would eventually die out. I had 
not expected this news. I was deflated and sad. This must 
have been reflected in my voice as she offered my bees a 
lifeline.

She suggested I bring the remainder of the colony over to 
her apiary where she would combine them with another 
stronger and queen right colony to over winter them for 
me. I was relieved that my colony had been given a chance 
to survive, but I couldn’t help but still feel disappointed 
that my first foray into beekeeping had come to this. I 
sealed the remaining bees into the hive that evening and 
after strapping the hive, delivered them over to her the 
following morning.

I asked her when she thought they might return next 
season. She told me that as soon as the flowering 
raspberry comes out, they should be ready. I hadn’t got a 
flowering raspberry in my garden, but my wife bought me 
one. I am studying it daily for any signs of spring... 

What do you do if your colony swarms in late season?
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The Welsh National Honey Show at the Royal 
Welsh Agricultural Show

Chris Cardew

I remember when I started beekeeping. I had been 
working with a beekeeping friend before having 
any bees myself, and he called me one day to say 

that he had a swarm and would I like it. From that point 
on I have been obsessed with bees and beekeeping. It 
wasn’t until the following year that I had a small harvest 
of honey from my two hives: about 40 pounds as I 
remember. Honey was never my reason for going into 
beekeeping, but I remember to this day the great pleasure 
I had in giving my relatives and friends a jar of honey 
from my bees and the feedback from them: “You’ll be 
selling honey soon Chris.”

I started to organize talks and workshops for my 
local association, which meant talking to experienced 
beekeepers from around the country. I was asked if I 
would like to steward at the Welsh Honey Show, a part of 
the Royal Welsh Show. I hadn’t shown honey myself, but 
always keen to learn, I jumped at the chance to steward 
for a few days. 

What a wonderful experience it was, as a steward I was 
helping the exhibitors to set out their entries and chatting 
to them as they did. Most experienced beekeepers are 
more than happy to talk about the way they do things 
to novices as I was then. Very quickly I learnt that there 
are many different classes of honey, honeycomb, frames 
of honey, beeswax and related products, as well as honey 
cakes, biscuits and sweets. In the first year that I was a 
steward, there was a mead demonstration by experienced 
beekeeper and judge, Steve Guest. He talked about all the 
ways in which to make a prize winning, tasty and good-
looking mead.

What became apparent was that many of the experienced 
exhibitors were also selling their products and several 
of them would display their winning certificates when 
selling honey. These were invariably experienced 
beekeepers who got into showing and selling honey as 
they became more experienced. I should point out that 
many inexperienced beekeepers show honey and other 
hive products and there is a novice section, so don’t be 

shy, it is a great way to learn more.

Not being that familiar at the time with country shows, 
I’d attended the RWAS in the past, also the Spring 
Smallholders Fair, but had never really had much 
understanding of how meticulously the exhibitors had 
prepared the exhibits for the show.

Of course, showing your produce means very careful 
preparation, following the show schedule closely (on the 
RWAS website in early Spring each year https://rwas.
wales/royal-welsh/competitions-royal-welsh ) 

One way to learn quickly about the quality of honey is to 
be a judge’s steward; the judge will ask you to help them 
as they judge each entry, and they are usually very helpful 
in explaining what they look for. Stewards can also show 
honey if they wish. It is also an opportunity for exhibitors 
and stewards to sell honey at the show. 

The RWAS is a big national show which attracted over 
200,000 visitors in 2022. Many visited the Honey section 
which is located in the Horticulture marquee. We see 
many beekeepers, mostly from the UK, but also from 
around the world. It’s always interesting talking to 
beekeepers from far afield and hearing their experiences. 
So much of what I do, particularly with honey, has been 
learnt from these discussions.

An observation hive is a big attraction for young and 
old alike. It always surprises me how many people don’t 
recognize honey bees. As a steward you might like to 
spend time talking to the public around the observation 
hive, answering their questions, sometimes quite obscure!

These two last points I feel, highlight the main purpose 
of the RWAS, education and community; making bees 
and beekeeping accessible to the public and then allowing 
them to view the many products that come from the hive.

If you are interested in showing, please watch out for the 
show schedule at this web address https://rwas.wales/
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royal-welsh/competitions-royal-welsh. The honey section 
link will become live early in 2023. The Welsh Beekeepers 
Association will also have links to the RWAS Honey 
schedule when it goes live.

The RWAS Honey Show is a separate organization to the 
WBKA, but of course the WBKA is integral to the show, 
with its own stand every year.

If you are interested in being a steward, including being a 
judge’s steward then please contact Chris Cardew  
chris_cardew@hotmail.com. Being a steward is voluntary, 
but you will get a free pass to the show and you will have 
time to look around other sections of the show.

The Show in preparation for judging.

Welsh National Honey Show Results
 HONEY - MÊL 
1 COMMERICAL HONEY - Twelve glass containers 
of Honey of two or more glass sizes 1 Carys Edwards  2 
Emyr Jenkins  3 Tracy Harper  
2 COMMERICAL CLASS - Twelve x 454g jars of one of 
the following: light, medium, dark, 1 Carys Edwards  2 
Tracy Harper 
3 COMMERICAL HONEY - Twelve identical glass jars of 
one type of honey 1 Emyr Jenkins 
4 Six matching 454g jars of any type honey (runny, soft set 
or heather). 1 Deborah Smith 2 Carys Edwards  
5 Two 454g jars of light honey. 1 Carys Edwards  2 Tracy 
Harper 3 Raymond Strange 4 Rhodri Powell  
6 Two 454g jars of medium honey. 1 Deborah Smith 2 
Raymond Strange  
7 Two 454g jars of dark honey (excluding heather) 1 
Carys Edwards 2 Deborah Smith 3 Rhodri Powell  
8 Two 454g jars of natural granulated honey 1 Deborah 
Smith 2 Shane Llewelyn Jones  
9 Two 454g jars of soft set honey 1 Emyr Jenkins 
10 Two 454g jars of heather honey 1 Rhodri Powell 2 
Raymond Strange  
12 One 454g jar of liquid honey displayed in a jar which 
will be covered prior to judging 1 Carys Edwards 2 Tracy 
Harper 3 Martin Jones 
COMB HONEY - MÊL DIL  
15 Two standard containers of granulated cut comb honey 
(minimum 227g). 1 Deborah Smith  
16 Two sections of comb honey round/square. 
17 One comb of honey, suitable for extracting, exhibited 

in a plain case. 1 Dyserth Honey 2 Tir Capel Apiary 3 
Rhodri Powell 4 Carys Edwards  
BEESWAX - CŴYR GWENYN  
19 Three matching candles other than moulded. 1 Paul 
Yates  
20 Three matching moulded candles. 1 Deborah Smith 2 
Tir Capel Apiary 3 Paul Yates 4 Karen Squires 
21 A decorated beeswax exhibit to occupy a space not 
larger than 450mm x 450mm 1 Deborah Smith 2 Tir 
Capel Apiary 
22 Six x 28g (approximately) moulded blocks of beeswax. 
1 Deborah Smith 2 Tracy Harper 3 Emyr Jenkins  
23 A tin of hard furniture polish (hazard labels to be 
used). 1 Martin Jones 2 Paul Yates 3 Raymond Strange 
24 One container of furniture cream (hazard labels to be 
used). 1 Tracy Harper 2 Carys Edwards 3 Martin Jones 
COMPOSITE CLASSES - DOSBARTHIADAU 
CYMYSG  
25 Individual Composite Class 1 Deborah Smith 2 Tracy 
Harper 3 Emyr Jenkins  
26 Association Composite Class 1 Rhodri Powell  
MEAD AND HONEY DRINKS - MEDD A DIODYDD 
MÊL  
27 One bottle of mead, sweet. (SG 1.006 – 1.025) 1 Carys 
Edwards 2 Deborah Smith 3 Martin Jones  
28 One bottle of mead, dry. (SG 990 – 1.005) 1 Carys 
Edwards 2 Deborah Smith 3 Rhodri Powell  
29 One bottle of melomel, hyppocras (fruit spices to be 
named), cyser or pyment 1 Carys Edwards 2 Deborah 
Smith 3 Tir Capel Apiary 
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30 One bottle of metheglin or sack metheglin (type to be 
labelled) 1 Karen Squires  2 Carys Edwards 3 Deborah 
Smith 
31 A non-alcoholic honey drink - recipe to be provided 
by the competitor 1 Carys Edwards 2 Tracy Harper 3 
Deborah Smith 
32 Once bottle of honey vinegar, flavoured or plain 1 
Tracy Harper 
33 One bottle of honey beer 1 Deborah Smith 
GENERAL DISPLAYS - ARDDANGOSFEYDD 
CYFFREDINOL  
34 A display of hive products suitable for a show window 
1 Deborah Smith 2 Tracy Harper 3 Carys Edwards  
EDUCATIONAL - ADDYSGOL 
A felted bee 1 Deborah Smith 2 Tracy Harper 
HONEY CONFECTIONERY - MELYS FWYDYDD 
MÊL  
38 A Honey cake 1 David Stratford 2 Helen Willis  
39 Bara Brith 1 David Stratford 2 Tracy Harper  
40 Five flapjacks 1 Caleb Vater 2 Carys Edwards 3 David 
Stratford 

41 A box of honey fudge 1 Raymond Strange 2 David 
Stratford  
HONEY PRESERVES - CYFFAITH MÊL  
42 One jar of honey preserves 1 Carys Edwards  2 
Raymond Strange 3 Deborah Smith 4 Verity Vater 5 Tracy 
Harper  
43 One jar of honey marmalade 1 Raymond Strange 2 
David Stratford 3 Deborah Smith 4 Carys Edwards  
44 One jar of honey chutney 1 Verity Vater 2 Paul Yates 3 
Raymond Strange 4 David Stratford  
NOVICE CLASSES - DOSBARTHIADAU 
DECHREUWYR  
45 Two 454g jars of honey which can be either light, 
medium, dark or granulated honey but both ja 3 Dyserth 
Honey 
UNDER 11 YEARS  
50 A short handwritten illustrated poem / verse on a ‘Bee’ 
theme 1 Siwan Haf Davies  
51 Three decorated biscuits 1 Siwan Haf Davies  
OPEN GIFT CLASSES - DOSBARTHIADAU RHODD 
AGORED  
52 One jar of light honey 1 Tracy Harper 2 Rhodri Powell 
3 Raymond Strange  
53 One jar of medium 1 Raymond Strange 2 Rhodri 
Powell 3 Emyr Jenkins 
54 One jar of dark honey 1 Raymond Strange 
55 One jar of natural granulated honey 1 Raymond 
Strange 2 Rhodri Powell 3 Emyr Jenkins 
56 One jar of soft set honey 1 Emyr Jenkins 2 Tracy 
Harper 
HONEY - MÊL  
58 Two 454g jars of light honey 1 Raymond Strange 2 
Deborah Smith  
59 Two 454g jars of medium honey 1 Deborah Smith 2 
Raymond Strange 3 Karen Squires  
60 Two 454g jars of dark honey (excluding heather) 1 
Raymond Strange 2 Deborah Smith 3 Rhodri Powell 
61 Two 454g jars of natural granulated honey 1 Deborah 
Smith 2 Raymond Strange 3 Carys Edwards  
62 Two 454g jars of soft set honey 1 Deborah Smith 2 
Emyr Jenkins 3 Tracy Harper 
COMB HONEY - MÊL DIL 
66 One comb of honey, suitable for extracting, exhibited 
in a plain case. 1 Karen Squires 2 Paul Yates 3 Tir Capel 
Apiary  
BEESWAX - CŴYR GWENYN 
69 Six x 28g (approximately) moulded blocks of beeswax. 
1 Paul Yates 2 Tracy Harper 3 Deborah Smith 
70 A pair of candles (1 to be lit by the judge only) 1 

Paul Yates of Cardiff, Vale and Valleys BKA won the 
Association Prize for the exhibitor winning the most 

points.
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Deborah Smith 2 Paul Yates 3 Emyr Jenkins 
MEAD/HONEY DRINKS - MEDD & DIODYDD MÊL 
71 One bottle of mead, sweet. (SG 1.006 – 1.025) 1 Martin 
Jones 2 Deborah Smith 3 Carys Edwards  
72 One bottle of mead, dry. (SG 990 – 1.005) 1 Paul Yates 
2 Rhodri Powell 3 Raymond Strange 
73 One bottle of melomel, hyppocras (fruit spices to be 
named), cyser or pyment 1 Paul Yates 2 Deborah Smith 3 
Tir Capel Apiary 
74 One bottle of metheglin or sack metheglin (type to 
be labelled) 1 Deborah Smith 2 Carys Edwards 3 Karen 
Squires 
HONEY SPECIALS 
80 SP1 - The Crawshaw Challenge Trophy - Class 1 Carys 
Edwards   
81 SP2 - The Ceri & Jean Davies Cup - Class 2 Carys 
Edwards 
82 SP3 - The EJ Tanner Perpetual Memorial Trophy - 
Class 18 Not awarded 
83 SP4 - The Sir Evan Williams Trophy - Class 26 Rhodri 
Powell  
84 SP5 - The WBKA Challenge Trophy - Class 34 
Deborah Smith  

Deborah Smith receives one of her three major awards. 
The award was announced by Fred Slater, Honorary Life 

Vice President of the RWAS and it is presented by the 
Show Ambassador, Lowri Lloyd Williams.

85 SP6 - The Charlies H Davies Challenge Trophy - 
Classes 38 - 41 David Stratford 
86 SP7 - The George Faraday Davies Cup - Classes 48 - 51 
(Young Beekeepers) Siwan Hâf Davies 
87 SP8 - The Warren Davies Trophy - Classes 71 -74 
(Mead & Honey Drinks) Deborah Smith 
88 SP9 - The HJ Evans Perpetual Trophy - WBKA HNOP 
Open & Closed classes Deborah Smith 
89 SP10 - The Howard Davies Memorial Award for Best 
Comb in Show Place Exhibitor Karen Squires  
90 SP11 - The Henry Ferguson-Thomas Memorial Award 
- HNOP Classes 5 -11 Deborah Smith 
91 SP12 - The Robert Edwards, Meirionnydd BKA 
Memorial Award - Best Exhibit in the Meads and Drinks 
section Deborah Smith 
92 SP13 - The Robert Edwards, Meirionnydd BKA 
Memorial Award - Best Exhibit in the Confectionery & 
Preserves Raymond Strange 
93 SP14 - HNOP Classes 58 - 74 WBKA Deborah Smith 
94 SP15 - EH Thorne (Beehives) Ltd - winner of class 45 
Dyserth Honey  
95 SP16 - EH Thorne (Beehives) Ltd - winner of class 48 
Not awarded
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A previous article about locally adapted bees 
was published in Welsh Beekeeper, No. 185 
Summer, 2014 (‘What do we mean by locally 

adapted bees?’). This is now available on the WBKA 
web-site (https://tinyurl.com/yfaz3jad where there is a 
downloadable pdf file). As the title suggests, the article 
was mostly about the meaning of ‘locally adapted’. This 
was accompanied by an historical account of how we 
have arrived at the current situation. In some parts of 
Wales, we have what is essentially the native bee (the 
Welsh Black bee - Apis mellifera mellifera). Most of 
these native bees have picked up some genes from other 
(non-native) races of bee so that the term ‘near-native’ 
is probably more appropriate. Picking up genes from 
other strains (introgression) is not necessarily a bad thing 
because if these genes persist in the population, it must 
be assumed that they confer some selective advantage. 
The aim should be to make these near-native bees as 
genetically stable as possible, but this stability depends 
on a low level of importation (either from UK raised 
bees or from other countries) of other races. In other 
parts of Wales - and particularly on the border with 
England and where there are commercial beekeepers 
– there are regular importations of other races, and the 
genetic make-up of the local bee is extremely variable 
and unstable. In these circumstances it is impossible for a 
locally adapted bee to develop.

WBKA aims to encourage its affiliated Beekeeping 
Associations (and their individual members) to become 
self-sufficient for new colonies and queens using locally 
adapted breeding stock. If this can be achieved, it will 
reduce the market for imported queens and bees and this 
is the only practical way forward. If this policy is followed 
over a number of years and as more areas become 
populated with locally adapted bees, the easier it will be 
to establish a population of near-native bees throughout 
most of Wales. This is the rationale behind the WBKA 
booklet entitled ‘Simple Means of Making Increase’. This 

booklet was distributed to all members of WBKA in 2014 
and there is still a good stock for newly-joined beekeepers 
– just ask your Association. Also, on offer to Associations 
or their Training Officers are practical workshops on 
making increase.

Another important reason for sourcing local bees is the 
control of disease. Many disease outbreaks are the result 
of moving bees and the incursion of European Foulbrood 
into mid-Wales in 2015 is a good example.

Buy bees that are 
genetically adapted to 
your locality and help 
minimise the risk of 

disease spread.
So, the take-home message of this article is to source your 
bees locally. If you have lost colonies over winter or simply 
want to increase your number of colonies, be patient and 
use the best of your surviving/existing colonies to make 
increase. You may lose some of your honey crop for that 
year, but that is no real sacrifice for beekeepers who do 
not depend on their bees for a living. If you are dissatisfied 
with your current type of bee, talk nicely to another local 
beekeeper who you think has more desirable bees and 
they will almost always be willing to provide you with 
eggs or young larvae from which you can persuade your 
existing bees to raise a queen (or queens).

Commercially available queens (and this also applies to 
nucs) are often advertised in glowing terms and some 
of them may even be described as UK bred and in some 
cases this may be literally true. However, many queens are 

Are the bees that you buy truly locally 
adapted? 

Wally Shaw (WBKA Technical Officer)
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WBKA ADVICE 
WBKA strongly discourages the importation of 
queen bees and colonies of bees from outside the UK.  
We encourage readers to source locally adapted bees 
and/or make their own increase (as described in the 
booklet A Simple Guide to Making Increase which 
can be downloaded from the WBKA website). All 
prospective purchasers should satisfy themselves of 
the origin of bees offered for sale, whether via this 
publication or any other source.

raised from imported breeder queens and there are no 
grounds for calling their offspring UK bred in the genetic 
sense. A breeder queen arrives already mated with her 
spermatheca full of sperm that was obtained by mating 
with the drones in her place of origin (the F0 generation) 
and the workers she produces (the F1 generation) will 
only be related to these drones. Likewise, when that 
colony produces a queen (she will also be F1 generation), 
and will only contain genes that were obtained where 
the breeder queen mated. However, when that colony 
produces a new queen she will mate with the local drones 
(resulting in an F2 generation). This is where the outcome 
starts to become variable and unpredictable, sometimes 
resulting in colonies with very aggressive behaviour. 
However, given time, the situation can rectify itself as 
with successive generations the genes of the local bees 
come to dominate. 

Many of the queens on offer are too prolific for Welsh 
conditions. They are unlikely to be responsive to our local 
climate (particularly in the west) or to control how much 
the queen lays in relation to the prevailing conditions and 
the resources of the colony. As a result, they will produce 
bees and not honey, particularly in a poor season. They 

will tend to be less thrifty over winter and require much 
more feeding in order to survive.

In other words, caveat emptor, be careful what you buy 
and preferably don’t. If you can’t produce your own 
queens (and it really is very easy) then buy from a local 
trusted beekeeper. Also, just to hit beekeepers where it 
hurts most (in the pocket), queens are not cheap, and 
they still have to be successfully introduced to a colony 
that is usually genetically different and may not be very 
welcoming.



Young BeekeepersYoung Beekeepers
Send your beekeeping stories, 
photos, pictures or jokes to: 
editor@wbka.com

 

Welcome to Ysgol Y Deri 
Special School in Penarth.
This has been our first year of beekeeping. We have started 
to get everybody involved in the life of bees. We have pupils 
in reception right up to sixth form, it has been an exciting 
and challenging year.

We have a small apiary behind our school forest area, accessible to all pupils 
walking or in wheelchairs. We have a summer house with a viewing window, 
which a member of staff constructed, to allow pupils to visit the bees without 
having too much contact, for those who are a little nervous to get too close. 
We have two Long Hives and two colonies, one original colony and the other a 
swarm. We have two very healthy queens called Beyoncé and Shirley.

We have a staff, Bee Team; we have all 
learned so much this year and have 
taken that knowledge back into the 
classroom and had fun finding out how 
we can use the wax and honey to make 
different products.

Pupils in primary made seed bombs to 
take home, encouraging bees into their 
own gardens and made watering dishes 
for the bees to have a drink close to the 
hive, especially because the weather 
was so hot.

During the summer, pupils extracted the honey and had some morning snack 
tasting sessions of honey on toast. Some children had never tasted honey before, 

so the experience of watching the bees working and collecting nectar 
and making it into honey made a connection and understanding of the 
origins of honey, which resulted in giving it a try and loving it!

We visited the Cardiff and Vale Honey show and came away with four 
certificates, with a third for our honey in the novice section, which we 
are very proud of.

Our Sixth form have taken over the rollout of all our Bee info and news 
to communicate back to school, to let everyone know what the bees 
are up to. They are hoping to set up a Pop-Up Shop in school next year, 
selling bee related gifts and our wax products. We have lots of ideas for 
the next year, but are keeping our fingers crossed our ladies survive the 
winter months. We will be excited to get started again in the Spring!
Report written by Mellitsa Charalambos.



A busy season at Llanishen Fach Primary 
School

Pupils at Llanishen Fach Primary School in Cardiff have been enjoying some autumn beekeeping tasks 
to make the most of their honey bees’ hard work over the past year. Year 1 enjoyed the sticky process of 
extracting honey using the new extractor purchased with funds raised from honey sales last summer.  
As usual, not much survived the process without being anointed with the syrupy liquid including hair, 
clothes, shoes and the floor! However, the honey is safely in the bucket waiting to be jarred.

Year 3 pupils have been learning about the problems of plastic waste and tried their hand at making 
beeswax wraps. Outdoor Learning teacher and school apiarist, Miss Davies, showed them how wax from 
the hive is processed into useable blocks and the children then grated wax onto bee-themed cotton fabric 
before melting it in the oven to create their wraps.

Trainee beekeeper Jacob has been helping with autumn feeding in advance of Beekeeping Club resuming 
for Year 6 pupils, and High School pupil Emanuel returned to Llanishen Fach to assist with setting up the 
hives for winter.  Report written by Emma Davies.
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With the easing of Covid19 restrictions it was 
fantastic to start a beekeeping season once 
again in Wales at the Welsh Beekeepers 

convention in Builth Wells. The National Bee Unit was 
able to attend with its stand in the main trade hall, where 
beekeepers could ask for advice on honey bee diseases 
and pests, register on BeeBase and also pick up some 
advisory leaflets. New beekeepers could also attend the 
NBU’s workshop on varroa management to learn more 
about the life cycle of varroa, monitoring techniques 
and chemical and non-chemical treatment methods. 
Beekeepers that attended the convention could attend a 
full lecture series and pick up a bargain from the many 
traders that were present.

Weatherwise, the season started out dry and cold with 
nighttime frosts persisting in some areas through to 
the end of May. This left most colonies holding their 
own with very few areas having any significant spring 
honey crops, and also saw some colonies needing to be 
fed throughout the spring. However, an unprecedented 
heatwave in late June and July saw record honey yields 
in most areas, with the average main honey crop being 

51 lbs per colony. Equally, throughout the region many 
beekeepers have reported record heather honey crops this 
year with hives producing an average of 28 lbs.

2022 has seen the general trend for an increase in new 
beekeeper registrations in Wales continue, which goes 
against the general decline seen in the UK. It is important 
for beekeepers to remember that being a member of a 
beekeeper’s association or the WBKA does not mean that 
you are registered on BeeBase - the website and database 
of the National Bee Unit. If you have been inspected by 
the National Bee Unit then your details will automatically 
be on BeeBase. If you are registered, then thank you, but 
please keep your apiary locations updated. If you have 
lost your BeeBase password, there is a forgotten password 
link on BeeBase. You can register online at: www.
nationalbeeunit.com, by contacting the NBU office on 
0300 3030094 / nbu@apha.gov.uk or by contacting your 
Seasonal Bee Inspector. Registration is free and all your 
details are kept confidential. You will receive email alerts 
when foulbrood or exotic pests (including Asian Hornet) 
are found in the area of your apiaries. Your registration 
also benefits the wider beekeeping community by allowing 
inspectors to know where to look for disease or pests so 
that outbreaks can be quickly brought under control.

The NBU, BeeBase and the team in Wales 

The National Bee Inspector, Cristina Ruiz, was on 
maternity leave from January and returned to the National 
Bee Unit in October. Her maternity leave was covered 
by Dhonn Atkinson the Regional Bee Inspector for the 
North East region. The National Bee Unit office welcomed 
Samantha O’Toole in June to provide programme support 
alongside Diane Gillibrand.

There have been some significant changes to staffing 
in Wales this year. The Regional Bee Inspector, Frank 

National Bee Unit
Wales Annual Review 2022

Maggie Gill

A bumper honey crop in 2022.
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Gellatly, left the NBU in March this year and was replaced 
by Maggie Gill who had been a seasonal bee inspector in 
South Pembrokeshire and West Carmarthenshire since 
2014. Maggie’s vacancy was filled by George Tonge who 
is based in Llanelli. After seven years with the National 
Bee Unit Tony Davis, the inspector for Flintshire, 
Denbighshire, Wrexham retired at the end of the 2021 
season and was replaced by Tom Birch. 2022 also saw the 
recruitment of Liz Childerley in North Powys.

You can use the post code search on the contacts page of 
BeeBase to check for your local SBI, who can be contacted 
on the numbers below from the beginning of April 
until the end of September. During the winter period of 
October to March please direct all enquiries to the RBI.

Beekeeper and hive numbers 

There are currently 3,919 beekeepers in Wales registered 
on BeeBase. Between them they have 24,168 colonies 
in 5,512 apiaries, which is an average of 6 colonies per 
beekeeper and 4.4 colonies per apiary. These figures are 
relatively static compared with last year but show an 
overall slight increase in the number of colonies. 

Almost 9,000 beekeepers updated their details on BeeBase 
during the 2021 hive count. There are currently more 
than 46,000 beekeepers registered on BeeBase, meaning 
that around 20% participated. The Hive Count provides a 

very useful indication of the number of managed colonies 
in the UK and helps to ensure that BeeBase records are 
kept up to date. Information about numbers and location 
of hives is very important for the National Bee Unit and 
Scottish Government inspectors in terms of preparing and 
planning for outbreaks of disease and exotic pests. Please 
take the time to complete the 2022 hive count which will 
go live on the 1st of November and finishes on the 31st of 
December. 

 This year, Welsh Seasonal Bee Inspectors visited a total 
981 apiaries and inspected 6468 colonies and assisted 
their colleagues in England where staffing was an issue. 
Inspectors have also carried out 11 honey samples for the 
Veterinary Medicines Directorate and attended several 
reports of poisonings. In all cases these colony deaths 
were attributed to either parasitic mite syndrome (PMS) 
caused by varroa or chronic bee paralysis virus (CBPV).

Regional Bee Inspector Area Contact
Maggie Gill                  Wales 07979 119373
Seasonal Bee Inspectors Area Contact
Vacancy Anglesey, N Gwynedd & Conwy      
Tom Birch Flintshire, Denbighshire, Wrexham  07796 021642
Liz Childerley South Gwynedd 07867 180968
Vacancy Ceredigion
Shane Jones Powys 07827 552312
Chris Welton N Pembrokeshire, SW Ceredigion                             07900 166143
George Tonge S Pembrokeshire, Carmarthenshire 07769 643138
Paul Davies Swansea, Neath Port Talbot, Rhondda 

Cynon Taf. Vale of Glamorgan, Bridgend
07557 566228

Edmund Thomas Cardiff, Newport, Torfaen, Blaenau 
Gwent

07385 930914

Daniel Baxter Monmouthshire 07771 038646
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Bee health days

The lifting of Covid19 restrictions saw the return of bee 
health days, which are our primary method of beekeeper 
training. This year, sessions focused more on the 
practicalities of inspecting a colony for disease, and SBIs 
enjoyed the opportunity to lead apiary based sessions. 

Disease and Pests

Notifiable diseases: European Foulbrood (EFB) and 
American Foulbrood (AFB) 

This season foulbrood was diagnosed in 31 apiaries, and 
this was the first season when foulbrood was found in 
all inspection areas of Wales. AFB continues to be an 
issue in the south of Wales, and incidences of EFB were 
widespread.

As you will see from the graph, levels of EFB in Wales are 
continuing to increase year on year. Whereas previously 
foulbrood had been largely confined to mid and south 
Wales, 2022 has seen several cases of EFB in north Wales. 
It is important to do regular bee disease inspections of 
your colonies in the active beekeeping season and contact 
your local Inspector if you have any concerns. 

Further details on the distribution of disease in Wales 
can be found on the disease incidence pages of BeeBase 
at www.nationalbeeunit.com. 

Pembrokeshire Association Bee Health Day apiary 
session.

Incidence of European Foulbrood (top) and American 
Foulbrood (bottom) disease in Wales in 2022.
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Trends in the number of apiaries with American 
Foulbrood (AFB) and European Foulbrood (EFB).
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Varroa 

In order to maintain strong, vigorous colonies, the NBU 
advice is to monitor and control Varroa appropriately. 
Control can be achieved by using biotechnical methods 
and authorised products as directed. Varroa treatments 
should be targeted before colonies start to produce their 
‘winter’ bees but monitoring of Varroa levels throughout 
the season will help determine whether an earlier 
treatment is required. 

Varroa acts as a vector for viruses which will reduce 
the longevity of the bees and so impact on the foraging 
capability of colonies during the summer. Hives treated 
too late in the season may result in winter bees being 
affected by viruses or they may be weakened by the Varroa 
mites feeding on them. This may lead to colony mortality 
in the winter or early spring.  

This year the Varroa treatments Bayvarol and PolyVar 
Yellow are no longer permitted for use in the UK. 
Formic Pro is also not now authorised for usage with 
supers present and if a honey super remains on the hive 
during treatment that honey may not be used for human 
consumption. The list of those registered and approved 
for use by the Veterinary Medicines Directorate (VMD) is 
available on their website together with the ‘Summary of 
Product Characteristics’ giving full details of use. For the 
full list, select ‘Bees’ on the drop-down list of species in 
the product search link.  

To avoid Varroa mites becoming resistant to specific 
chemicals it is good policy to rotate your treatments on a 
regular basis. 

There is a legal requirement that the use of any treatments 
is recorded, and these records must be kept for a 
minimum of 5 years. Full details can be found on this 
link: http: https://tinyurl.com/4kbz2met. BeeBase has pdf 
links to numerous free fact sheets including the ‘Managing 
Varroa’ advisory leaflet: https://tinyurl.com/vp4v92xt.

The classic ropiness test for American Foulbrood.

The contorted larvae seen with European Foulbrood.

Collapsed colony with typical signs of late stage Parasitic 
Mite Syndrome (Varoosis).

Exotic Pest Surveillance

As well as NBU inspectors carrying out specific exotic 
pest surveillance inspections (for Small Hive Beetle and 
Tropilaelaps mites), we also have a group of volunteer 
beekeepers who have apiaries near risk points and who 
specifically monitor their honeybee colonies for these 
exotic pest species on behalf of the NBU. These ‘Voluntary 
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Sentinel Apiary’ (VSA) holders represent a valuable 
front-line defence against exotic pest incursion. 

Risk points include freight ports, plant importers, 
airports, crude hive product importers, honey, and 
queen importers. The distribution of VSAs both near 
risk points and at random sites maximises the likelihood 
of early pest detection. VSA holders are provided with a 
monitoring and sampling kit and regularly examine their 
colonies according to standard protocols. Samples of hive 
debris are tested twice in each season for the presence of 
Small Hive Beetle (SHB) and Tropilaelaps mites.   

We are always looking for new recruits and would be 
happy to hear from any beekeepers who would like to 
join the scheme. In addition, by agreement with the 
beekeeper, NBU inspectors monitor selected ‘enhanced 
sentinel apiaries’ 3 times each season near each of the 4 
main freight ports in Wales. This is due to the higher risk 
of an exotic pest incursion at these locations. These are 
Milford Haven, Port Talbot, Holyhead and Newport in 
order of tonnage handled. 

Yellow-legged Asian Hornet (Vespa velutina 
nigrathorax)

This year has seen continued low levels of confirmed 
Asian Hornet sightings in the UK with just one Asian 
Hornet nest found by NBU inspectors in a sycamore tree 
in the Rayleigh area of Essex on Friday 30th of September, 
which was subsequently destroyed. This followed reports 
from a beekeeper in the area who had identified Asian 
Hornets entering their greenhouse where they were 
rendering wax. The nest was large, approximately 40 cm 
in diameter, local 
beekeepers were 
made aware through 
the Asian Hornet 
Teams (AHTs) and 
monitoring has 
continued in the 
area. 

Single Asian hornets were 
also photographed and 
reported via the Asian 
hornet watch app in 
Chelmsford in Essex and 
Dover in Kent. No further 
insects were seen but 
local Asian Hornet Teams 
have been alerted and are 
continuing to observe forage 
and monitor insects in the area.

The WBKA website now has a ‘Report an Asian Hornet 
sighting in Wales’ page with an interactive map that 
gives details of the local associations’ Asian Hornet Co-
ordinators, they are trained in identifying Asian hornets 
and to have an understanding of the lifecycle and foraging 
habits. Please see: 
 http://www.wbka.com/asian-hornet-reporting/ 

We are encouraging everyone to:

• Download the free Asian Hornet Watch iPhone or 
Android app,

• Familiarise yourself with what the hornets and 
similar insects look like,

• Keep a look out on late summer flowering plants 
such as ivy where the hornets (and other insects) 
forage on the flowers,

• Report suspect sightings using the ‘Asian Hornet 
Watch’ app, or by filling out an online report form, 
or by emailing alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk .

We in Wales are currently at the northern edge of the 
Asian hornet’s European range and by working together 
hope to keep this invasive species at bay and protect our 
nation’s important pollinators.

Rayleigh Asian 
hornet nest being 
held by RBI Dan 

Etheridge.
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Imports and exports of honey bees.

The UK is now considered a Third Country by the EU 
and similarly all EU member states are now considered a 
Third Country by the UK, so Third Country rules apply 
for both imports and exports.   

 Imports

Honey bees imported from a third country must have 
an appropriate export health certificate (EHC). The 
health certificate must be issued by the Third Country’s 
Competent Authority or their Official Certifier. Currently 
only the import of Queens (in cages with attendant 
workers) is permitted under Third Country rules, except 
from New Zealand where the import of packages of 
bees is also permitted. From the 1st of November, health 
certificates issued in the EU will no longer need to 
accompany the import and can be sent electronically.

Importers wishing to import bees from a listed third 
country must comply with the import requirements. 
Importers must notify all imports in advance via the 
IPAFFS system (Import of Products, Animals, Food and 
Feed System). Imports from countries other than EU 
member states must enter via a Border Control Point 
(BCP). Until 2023, imports from EU member states will 
be checked at destination by a Bee Inspector on a risk 
basis.   

Exports

If you intend to export bees, you must ensure that the 
destination country permits imports from Great Britain 
and that you can comply with their import conditions. It 
is the exporter’s responsibility to do this.

If you export your bees to any country without the correct 
certification, the consignment may be rejected/destroyed 
by the destination country. If the consignment required 
an inspection prior to export, the NBU would not be able 
to issue a certificate retrospectively.

From January 2022, Export Health Certificates for 
exports to EU countries must be signed by an Official 
Veterinarian (OV). For countries outside the EU, whether 
an OV is required to sign the EHC is determined by the 
authorities in the country of destination, so it is important 
for the exporter to check the requirements with them.

Exporting to EU countries

Only queen bees can be exported to EU countries. To 
export queen bees, you must obtain an Export Health 
Certificate and arrange for it to be signed by an OV. The 
OV must carry out a health inspection at the apiary before 
the certificate can be signed, and exporters should expect 
that there will be a charge for the services of an OV. The 
health certificate template can be found on gov.uk, along 
with Notes for Guidance and information on how to 
contact an OV.

The OV will also confirm whether a National Bee Unit 
inspector also needs to be present to support the OV at 
the health inspection. There is no separate charge for a bee 
inspector to be present.

The OV can find information about how to contact a Bee 
Inspector on BeeBase or contact the National Bee Unit at 
(nbu@apha.gov.uk). For exports to EU countries, a signed 
health certificate is valid for 10 days.

To keep up to date with the latest guidance on importing 
and exporting live honey bees please visit the following 
link  https://nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?sectionid=47 

Finally

I would like to thank the Wales SBIs for all of their hard 
work this season and for all the help and support they 
gave me during my first season as RBI. I would also like 
to thank the team for their hard work and dedication to 
improving and maintaining Bee Health across Wales.  

I’d like to wish you all a successful and trouble free season 
next year and please remember the NBU are here to help: 
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/

  

Maggie Gill. BSc (Hon). MSc.Maggie Gill. BSc (Hon). MSc.

Regional Bee Inspector - Wales | Arolygydd Gwenyn Regional Bee Inspector - Wales | Arolygydd Gwenyn 
Rhanbarthol - Cymru . Animal and Plant Health Agency Rhanbarthol - Cymru . Animal and Plant Health Agency 
(APHA) | Asiantaeth Iechyd Anifeiliaid a Phlanhigion(APHA) | Asiantaeth Iechyd Anifeiliaid a Phlanhigion

National Bee Unit, APHA, Room 11G03,  National Bee Unit, APHA, Room 11G03,  
York Biotech Campus, Sand Hutton, York, YO41 1LZ York Biotech Campus, Sand Hutton, York, YO41 1LZ 

Telephone/ Ffôn: 07979 119373 Telephone/ Ffôn: 07979 119373 
Email/ Ebost: margaret.gill@apha.gov.uk Email/ Ebost: margaret.gill@apha.gov.uk 
BeeBase | Twitter | Facebook | Instagram | YouTubeBeeBase | Twitter | Facebook | Instagram | YouTube 



Welsh Beekeeper

w
w

w.
w

bk
a.

co
m

32

Gaeaf 2022

Alternative hive configurations – pros and cons

Wally Shaw

The most important part of any honey bee colony 
is beneath the queen excluder as this part of 
the hive contains the brood-nest. This is where 

the queen lays and new bees are produced, and it is the 
powerhouse of the hive. If you opt not to use a queen 
excluder, thus allowing the queen free access to all 
combs, there will still be a coherent brood nest and the 
beekeeper must still provide an appropriate amount 
of space for this to happen. A ‘free-range’ brood nest 
will automatically (with no help from the beekeeper) 
withdraw to the bottom of the hive in the autumn and 
surround itself with stores ready for the winter. Nearly 
all the important management is directed towards this 
part of the hive and, as far as the welfare of the colony is 
concerned, the honey supers are largely irrelevant. The 
bees will be happy with almost any space (providing 
there is enough of it) in which to store honey. It is only 
for the convenience of the beekeeper that honey is stored 
in an organised way so that the frames can easily be 
removed for extraction and returned intact next season.

Beekeeping books offer differing advice on the size and/
or number of boxes that should be used to hold the 
brood-nest and there is often fairly heated argument 
about which is best. This is all very confusing, but the 
truth is there is no (fits-all) best solution. Over the years 
we have tried all feasible combinations with the Modified 
National hive and have come to a conclusion as to which 
configuration is generally most suited to our bees and 
our style of beekeeping. So, it is not my intention to tell 
you which is best for you. On the contrary, the aim of this 
article is to examine the pros and cons (as I see them) so 
that you can make up your own mind.

Despite the Modified National hive being the most 

commonly used type in the UK (and the one used to 
illustrate the discussion in this article), a significant 
number of beekeepers favour the Langstroth hive. The 
usual argument in favour of the Langstroth is that the 
standard deep box is larger, and this is true, but the 
difference is much smaller than is usually assumed. A 
simple calculation shows that a deep Langstroth box 
contains only 8% more comb area than a deep Modified 
National. This figure is based on the relative area of the 
sheets of foundation; 10 for the Langstroth and 12 for the 
National. The point I am trying to make here is that the 
same principles (pros and cons) apply to both hive types.

Factors which Determine your Choice of Hive 
Configuration

Size of the Brood Area

This should be related to how prolific the type of bee 
you keep is, i.e. the number of cells the queen is capable 
of laying when she is at her peak during the season. It is 
also advisable to allow a safety margin so that she is never 
without cells to lay. If the brood area you provide is too 
small, it will limit the size of the colony and encourage 
swarming. If the brood area is too large some of your 
precious honey crop will end up being stored below the 
queen excluder in frames that have previously held brood 
and are not usually taken for extraction. However, if 
honey is not your main concern, this may allow the colony 
to feed itself for winter.

Table 1 shows the area of comb per frame (two sides) 
provided by the three British Standard frame sizes; 
shallow, deep and extra deep. These figures can be 
multiplied by the number of frames/box (12 in the case of 

Different hive configurations can influence bee 
welfare and the ease of management - is there an ideal 

solution?
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Hoffmann frames or 11 using narrow end spacers) but the 
ratios remain constant. Remember WBC and Smith hives 
have 1 less frame/box.

A Home for All Seasons 

Most emphasis is usually placed on the space 
requirements of the brood-nest during spring and 
summer but the part of the hive below the queen excluder 
is also where the colony over-winters. If you consider 
the whole year, the bees spend the majority of their time 
(about 7-8 months out of the 12) in the brood part of the 
hive. This is an important consideration in relation to 
over-wintering (which is discussed further below).

Management Options and Flexibility

Multiple box configurations give greater management 
flexibility. For example, it is possible to adjust the height 
of the brood nest by moving brood-carrying frames up 
or swapping the position of boxes so that the brood-nest 
extends right up to the queen excluder – where it should 
be. Many beekeeping books say that frames should be 
placed above the existing nest to encourage the bees to 
extend the brood nest, and that the queen will lay-up into 
them - but I have never found this to be true. A colony is 
actually satisfied by having quite a small brood nest. Its 
aim is to raise just enough bees and accumulate enough 
stores so that it can reproduce (swarm) as early in the 

Area of Comb

(cm2/frame both sides)

Relative Comb Area (RCA)

(unit size deep=1)

Shallow box 383 0.60

Deep box 638 1.00

Extra deep (12 x 14) 934 1.46

Table 1: The area of comb per frame (two sides) provided by the three British Standard frame sizes.

This Christmas, treat someone you know 
with the gift that keeps on giving...  
a year’s subscription 
to BeeCraft

GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS  START JANUARY 2023

LAST DATE 
FOR 

CHRISTMAS 
DELIVERY  

16 December 2022
To subscribe  

bee-craft.com/
christmas

bee-craft.com/christmas
Visit bee-craft.com/shop for 
books and related publications
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season as possible. Consequently, frames positioned 
above an already well-developed brood nest will be 
predominately used to store honey. Once there is a 
ceiling of sealed honey above the brood nest, only under 
extreme circumstances will it be removed, and cells 
prepared for the queen to lay. Indeed, once such a ceiling 
is established you can remove the queen excluder if you 
so desire.

So, when in late spring or early summer, stores start to 
accumulate in the upper box, this is the time to move 
stores down and brood up. Bees do not like stores below 
the brood-nest and they are quickly removed and re-
stored above the queen excluder (in the supers) leaving 
room for the queen to extend the nest downwards. 
During heavy nectar flows bees naturally deposit nectar 
at the bottom of the hive but this is only a very temporary 
measure. It is quickly transferred to a higher location 
above the brood nest so that by moving stores down 
the beekeeper is simply taking advantage of a normal 
behaviour.

The downside of multiple boxes is that there are more 
frames to look at each time you do a hive inspection – 
but they are easier to handle than the large frames in an 
extra deep box (e.g. a 12x14). Multiple boxes and frames 
also cost more! When it comes to finding the queen, 
you might think that fewer frames would make the task 
easier but my experience is that smaller frames can be 
scrutinised more efficiently for a queen who may be a 
moving target. When searching in earnest for the queen 

in a two-box hive, the first action should always be to 
separate the boxes so that the queen cannot play a merry 
game of hide-and-seek between them.

Another advantage of a two-box system arises when the 
beekeeper is checking for the presence of queen cells – is 
the colony setting-up to swarm? Queen cells are almost 
invariably produced on the bottom bars of the upper 
box and, if the hive requires no other management, a 
swarm check can be accomplished by simply lifting one 
side of the upper box so that the bottom bars can be 
viewed. A whiff of smoke can be used to drive the bees 
away and the start of any queen cells can easily be seen. 
If anything suspicious is seen, then this requires proper 
frame by frame inspection. If the colony is preparing to 
swarm, there will almost certainly be queen cells in other 
positions on the combs but it is very rare for there to be 
none on the bottom bars. So, this method of checking is 
pretty reliable but not quite 100%.

Possible Hive Configurations

There are four possible configurations for the brood-nest 
with the Modified National Hive (see Figure 1):

1. A single deep box.
2.  Two deep boxes - usually called double brood.
3. The combination of 1 deep and 1 shallow box – 

usually referred to as brood and a half (and this 
obviously has two possible arrangements).

4. A single extra deep box – the so called 14x12.

Comparison of hive configurations: single brood, brood and a half, double brood and extra deep.
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Single Deep Box (space units = 1.00)

There are many advocates of this size of brood nest and it 
is said to provide adequate space for colonies of the native 
Northern Dark bee (Apis mellifera mellifera). Using this 
configuration, every one of the 11-12 frames must pull 
its weight - right out to the hive wall. Frames containing 
more than small amounts of food, and particularly those 
clogged with long-term stored pollen (a favourite habit 
of the near-native bee), need to be kept under rigorous 
control if the colony is to achieve its full potential and not 
swarm. The management options are limited compared 
with multiple boxes, but standard nucleus boxes permit 
splits to be made. A frequent complaint with this 
configuration is that the bees store a lot of pollen in the 
first super. In reality this is an extension of the brood nest 
and when this happens, they are ‘telling’ you something - 
they really wanted a larger brood nest!

Double Deep Boxes (Double Brood, space units = 2.00)

This configuration is only applicable to the more prolific 
strains such as Italian or Buckfast bees. More prolific 
colonies do occasionally crop up on Anglesey but as these 
generally produce a lot of bees and little honey they are 
not favoured. Near native bees simply cannot use this 
amount of space for brood even at their peak. The bees 
will be quite happy with the extra space you have afforded 
them but will inevitably store a lot of honey around the 
brood nest - so the beekeeper may not be so happy! 
However, double deep has the advantage that frames are 
interchangeable between the two boxes and any excess 
space can be solved by the use of multiple dummy boards, 
thus converting to 8-10 frame boxes. This also makes for 
an excellent over-winter hive configuration (see below).

Single Extra Deep (14x12, space units = 1.46)

One of the criticisms of the National hive that often 
appears in beekeeping books is that the standard deep 
box is too small, and I presume this is what led to the 
production of an extra deep version. This option is about 
the right size for many colonies of native type bee. If 
necessary, dummy boards can be used to adjust the brood 
area to suit the particular colony. The bees seem to love 
the large uninterrupted combs (no silly between-box 
spaces) and they seem to over-winter particularly well in a 
single large box.

The downside of this configuration is that management 
options are rather limited; it is difficult to adjust the height 
of the brood-nest and it is all too easy for the colony 
to constrict its brood-nest within surrounding combs 
of stores (honey and pollen). This is just what the bees 
themselves want and having achieved this condition, it is a 
sign to them that they are in a condition to swarm. Swarm 
prevention by splitting colonies is also difficult unless 
you have surplus extra deep boxes available. Even then 
the outcome tends to be rather `severe,` in the sense that 
you have to make close to an equal split and end up with 
two moderate sized colonies (neither of which is likely to 
produce a large honey crop) instead of one large and one 
small. Extra deep nucleus boxes would solve this problem, 
but they are not an every-day item of equipment.

One Deep and One Shallow Box (Brood and a Half, 
space units = 1.60)

Size-wise this is slightly larger than the extra deep option 
and not all colonies can totally utilise all this space. But 
because there are more management options – moving 
boxes and frames about – this does not really matter, and 
it is easy to prevent large scale storage of honey in the 
brood area until late on in the season. Management can 
easily be adjusted to allow the colony to achieve its natural 
size without placing any restriction on it.

Over-Wintering

The winter of 1985-86 was long and severe and many 
beekeepers in England and Wales experienced high 
losses. A survey carried out in Shropshire (Beekeepers` 
Quarterly, Summer 1986, No. 6, Selby Martin) showed 
(amongst other things) that colonies over-wintered in 
single deep National boxes suffered twice the mortality 
of those in brood and a half. Out of a 198 hives on 
single deep box about half did not survive the winter 
(49% mortality). The brood and half configuration was 
obviously less popular in Shropshire and here out of 51 
hives only about a quarter died (26% mortality). Smith 
hives on a single box suffered even worse with 64% 
mortality (n=64). There were too few colonies on double 
brood to reach any firm conclusion. This suggests that 
in a difficult winter a single box has some quite serious 
disadvantages. So, what’s this all about?

Natural bee nesting cavities in trees are often (but not 
always) quite tall and narrow. One I recently examined 
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Convective air flowConvective air flow

Less natural shape –
thermoregulation 
more difficult

More natural shape –
thermoregulation 
easier

was about 5 feet (1.8 m) tall and nowhere more than 
9-12 inches (22-30 cm) wide.  Bees naturally arrange 
their stores around and above the brood nest so that 
they start at the bottom in autumn and work up through 
them during the winter. In a single brood box height is 
limited and, once they have eaten their way up to the 
cover-board, the only remaining stores will be on either 
side of the box. If the colony is small and the weather 
is cold, isolation starvation can occur – the stores are 
there but the bees cannot access them. This situation can 
be exacerbated by the old practice (and by now I hope 
outmoded) of removing the cover board and replacing it 
with a square of carpet. This may sound like a kindness 
but, with no bee-space at the top of the frames, access to 
lateral stores is limited to the much colder bottom route.

Successful over-wintering is not only about the easy 
access to stores because heat conservation is also 
important. In a tall hive the winter cluster of bees will 
arrange itself in the shape of a rugby ball standing on 
end (ready for taking a penalty or a conversion). If the 
hive is shallow (as with a single box) the same number 
of bees will be forced to adopt the shape of a rugby ball 
on its side. This has important implications for heat 
conservation and the tall, narrow cluster will retain heat 
much better than a broader, shallow cluster. It’s all to do 
with convection; cold air enters the cluster at the bottom 
and rises up and exits at the top. The bees naturally pack 
more closely when it is cold, and this serves to reduce the 
flow of air through the cluster. The smaller the cross-
sectional area (within reason) of the cluster the more heat 
efficient it will be. In order to compensate for increased 
loss of heat, the bees in a broad, shallow cluster will have 
to consume more stores. For those beekeepers who over-
winter their hives on an open-mesh floor with the catch 

tray removed, the height of hive is even more important. 
However, if you follow this practice, it is advisable to have 
some form of insulation (and no ventilation) at the top of 
the hive.

The well-known beekeeper from Northern England, 
Peter Hewitt, who did his beekeeping at altitude in the 
Pennines, used to over-winter his bees in a double deep 
brood configuration. Inside the boxes the number of 
frames was reduced to about 8 frames/box and flanked by 
dummy boards, thus creating a tall relatively narrow space 
in which the bees could store their winter food and form 
a heat-efficient cluster. As the colony started to re-build in 
spring, dummy boards would be progressively removed 
and replaced with combs.

The dimensions of the brood box affect the shape of the 
cluster and affect heat conservation in the hive.

I expect you have guessed by now that we favour the 
brood and a half configuration for most of our colonies. 
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The INSIGNIA and INSIGNIA-EU projects
Using honey bees to sample environmental 

contaminants
By Norman Carreck NDB and the INSIGNIA-EU Consortium. 

Bees forage widely across the countryside in their 
search for nectar, pollen, and other materials. 
Along the way they can become contaminated with 

environmental pollutants such as pesticides, air borne 
chemicals, dusts, microplastics and plant pathogens. As 
a result, samples taken from beehives could give much 
information about the influx of pesticides into the colony, 
and the diversity of different plants visited by the bees. 
This combined information could then be modelled 
using databases of information on land use, to determine 
whether particular pollutants are, for example, associated 
with the growing of particular agricultural crops.

The INSIGNIA project was originally set up within the 
EU to develop and test practical protocols for the use of 
bees to sample the environment for pesticides in a non-
destructive way. The programme required beekeepers to 
act as citizen scientists to sample their honey bee colonies. 
Fortunately, many beekeepers are keen to help the 
environment, contribute to science and receive interesting 
information about their own honey bee colonies, so the 
activities of the programme were readily established.

Flemming Vejsnæs (Danish Beekeepers Association) 
demonstrates the INSIGNIA-EU citizen scientist hive 

setup.

In 2019, we evaluated a range of different sampling, 
storage, and sample transport methods to identify the best 
techniques for use in large scale sampling programmes. 
Then in 2020, samples were taken by nine citizen scientist 
beekeepers at nine apiary sites, each with two bee 
colonies, in each of Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France, 
Greece, Ireland, Italy, Latvia and the UK. 

Pollen was sampled using pollen traps for one day 
every two weeks. Chemical contaminants in the hive 
were sampled using plastic strips known as Absorbing 
Pesticides In-hive Strips (APIStrips), which were placed 
inside the hive between the combs. These strips were 
impregnated with a non-toxic substance called Tenax 
which is designed to collect chemicals, and which 
has proved to be excellent at sampling pesticides. The 
APIStrips were each left in the hive for a two-week period 
and then replaced with new ones, between April and 
September.

The APIStrips were analysed for a total of 273 different 
pesticides. Overall, we detected 174 compounds. The 
number of compounds detected in individual bee colonies 
varied from 0 to 4, but most colonies had at least one 
compound. The number of compounds detected varied 
over the season and between the different countries. For 
most countries, at least one substance was found on 85% 
or more of the sampling occasions. The typical levels of 
concentrations ranged from 1.57 ppb (“parts per billion”) 
to 21.20 ppb per APIStrip. 

Of the 174 active substances detected, 63% had EU 
approval for use as either pesticides, biocides, or 
veterinary medicinal products and 37% did not. In all 
countries, the most commonly detected substance was an 
acaricide used by the beekeepers themselves to control 
varroa. The pesticide propargite is not approved for use 
in any EU country, yet this compound was detected 
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frequently in most countries in the study. One suggestion 
that needs further investigation is that it is used 
elsewhere in the world to treat varroa, and that imported 
beeswax used to make foundation may have become 
contaminated. 

The detection of non-approved compounds in the 
INSIGNIA samples cannot necessarily be attributed to 
illegal application, but it does show the impact of, for 
example, the soil archive of very stable pesticides used 
long ago, and the use of biocide products that in some 
cases may be non-approved pesticides. For example, 
chlorinated hydrocarbons such as derivatives of DDT 
were still detected, more than half a century after they 
were banned. 

Pollen samples were analysed using a DNA fingerprinting 
technique known as ITS2 DNA metabarcoding to 
show which plants the bees had visited. Overall, the 
results showed that the bees had visited plants from 71 
different families. The total number of families detected 
in each country varied between 22 in Denmark and 41 
in Belgium. The overall top four plant families detected, 
which accounted for about 50% of the pollen influx, 
were Rosaceae (rose family), Asteraceae (daisy family), 
Brassicaceae (cabbage family), and Fabaceae (pea and 
bean family). 

The INSIGNIA results for the influx of pesticides, 
biocides and veterinary medicinal products into colonies 
and the pollen diversity showed that there is not a simple 
direct link between major agricultural crops, pesticides, 
and the collected pollen. The foraging focus of the honey 
bee is not necessarily on crops, but may be on non-crop 
plants, so it seems that the majority of the pesticides 
detected probably enter the hive via wild plants through 
influx of nectar and pollen as well as water and propolis 
collected by bees, and as loose particles. Taking into 
account the foraging range of the honey bee, the local 
landscape, the scattering of food sources, soil conditions, 
and surface water streams, it was concluded that 
pesticide exposure is complex and is determined by the 
environment as a set of different land elements. 

The successful development, testing, and application of 
the novel and innovative non-biological APIStrip as an 
in-hive passive sampler during the course of the study is 
of significant importance in bio-monitoring studies with 
honey bee colonies. This opens the door to the worldwide 

application of honey bee colonies for bio-monitoring, 
significantly elevating the key elements of bio-monitoring 
studies with honey bees, namely reproducibility, reliability, 
and easy application by the layman. The passive samplers 
have ethical and practical benefits too, in that no bees are 
harmed in collecting samples, and there is no impact on 
the honey bee colony. 

Given the successful results of the INSIGNIA project, 
the work continues in the INSIGNIA-EU project, which 
is officially called: “Preparatory action for monitoring of 
environmental pollution using honey bees”. INSIGNIA-
EU will operate for 30 months, with a total budget of some 
€4M. Sadly, due to Brexit, the UK will miss out on the 
fieldwork in this project. My input will be confined to the 
planning and communications elements of the project, 
whilst Dr Alison Gray at the University of Strathclyde, 
Glasgow, will continue to be responsible for statistics.

The project will involve sampling for pesticides and the 
botanical origin of pollen according to the INSIGNIA 
Guideline produced during the original project, but the 
new sampling programme will go much further, and 
will be expanded to include further forms of pollution 
encountered by honey bees, such as air pollutants 
(including polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons and volatile 
organic compounds), heavy metals, microplastics and fine 
dust / particulate matter. 

Pilot studies of sampling strategies for these additional 
pollutants were carried out in 2022 in three countries: 
Austria, Denmark and Greece. In 2023, sampling for the 
full range of pollutants, using the most effective of these 
techniques, will be carried out in all 27 EU Member States.  
Five factors were evaluated in 2022, namely, pesticides 
and pollen origin as in the original project, together with 
the addition of microplastics (Defined as fragments of 
any type of plastic less than 5 mm in length, but generally 
used to describe microscopic fibres and fragments), heavy 
metals and air pollution. The first two are being studied 
using the already established techniques of APIStrips for 
pesticides, and pollen traps for pollen origin using DNA 
barcoding. Microplastics are sampled using two media; 
pollen collected from the trap, and a novel sampler called 
the APITrap, which is a modified brood frame fitted with 
a special sticky sheet and mesh to prevent access by the 
bees. A propolis grid is used to collect propolis samples to 
detect heavy metals and air pollutants. Preliminary trials 
have already been carried out to compare the efficacy 
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of several different types of commercial propolis screen 
and other types of mesh, and the most effective has been 
chosen. Another novel sampler, a silicone wristband (of 
the type handed out in return for your ticket at music 
festivals) surprisingly proves to be very effective as a 
sampler for air pollution. Finally, a sample of honey will 
be collected for analysis of pesticides, and samples of 
live bees will also be collected for analysis for pesticides, 
microplastics, heavy metals and air pollution.

Dr Robert Brodschneider (University of Graz) 
demonstrates the use of the APITrap to detect 

microplastics.

The results of all of these techniques will be compared 
to those obtained using electric air pumps and filters (as 
used in existing air pollution monitoring programmes) 
mounted close to the sampled bee hives. These air 
pumps will be used to collect background samples for 
microplastics, heavy metals and air pollution.

Data produced during the project will be used to 
produce exposure risk maps for honey bees for the 
range of pollutants in all of the countries sampled. The 
sampling programme and results will as far as possible 
be coordinated with other EU monitoring programmes 
such as EMBAL (European Monitoring of Biodiversity 
in Agricultural Landscapes; https://wikis.ec.europa.
eu/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=25560696) and 
SPRING-EU (Strengthening Pollinator Recovery through 
INdicators and monitorinG; https://butterfly-monitoring.
net/spring)

The type of mesh grid to be used for collecting propolis 
samples.

Placing silicone wristbands to measure air pollution. 
Note the APITrap frame in position to measure 

microplastics.

In order to train the citizen scientist beekeepers, a number 
of short training videos have been produced, and these 
can be found on the project website: http://insignia-eu.
eu, and on our social media channels. The Project will 
be issuing regular free newsletters throughout the course 
of the sampling programme, and you can sign up on the 
website.
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HELPING BEEKEEPERS KEEP BEES FOR OVER 100 YEARS

HIVES, BEES,  FRAMES, FOUNDATION, HARDWARE & CLOTHING, 
HONEY PROCESSING, LABELS,  PACKAGING, QUEEN REARING, HEALTH 
& FEEDING, BOOKS, GIFTS,  EDUCATION, CANDLEMAKING, AND MORE!

SHOP ONLINE,  OVER THE PHONE,  OR IN STORE
L INCOLNSHIRE

BEEHIVE BUSINESS PARK, RAND, NR WRAGBY, MARKET RASEN, LN8 5NJ     SALES@THORNE.CO.UK     01673 858555

SCOTLAND
NEWBURGH IND. ESTATE, 

NEWBURGH, FIFE, KY14 6HA
SCOTLAND@THORNE.CO.UK     

01337 842596

WINDSOR
OAKLEY GREEN FARM,

WINDSOR, SL4 4PZ
WINDSOR@THORNE.CO.UK

01753 830256

STOCKBRIDGE
CHILBOLTON DOWN FARM, 

HAMPSHIRE, SO20 6BU
STOCKBRIDGE@THORNE.CO.UK     

01264 810916

DEVON
QUINCE HONEY FARM,

SOUTH MOLTON, EX36 3RD
DEVON@THORNE.CO.UK

01769 573086

HIVE ALIVE FONDANT
A fondant from the Irish company Advanced Science 

which brought us the very popular and effective 
HiveAlive supplement. Packed in handy 1kg bags.

OXYBEE
Distributed by the French pharmaceutical company Véto-

Pharma, Oxybee is an easy and organic way to apply oxalic 
acid during broodless periods for the treatment of varroa.

Merry Christmas
from all of us at Thorne

L O O K  O U T  F O R  O U R  W I N T E R  S A L E  AT  T H E  E N D  O F  T H E  Y E A R

Pesticides and bumblebees - actions needed
The Bumblebee Conservation Trust

Pesticides are widely used in our society, but do we 
know their full impacts on our pollinating insects 
and environment? The Bumblebee Conservation 

Trust has undertaken a scientific review of their effects 
on bumblebees and produced a list of constructive and 
practical actions that it recommends we should take. The 
science tells us a great deal about the subject, but one of 
the strengths of this report is that it highlights what we 
do not know and the deficiencies that exist in our testing, 
regulatory and political systems. The Trust accepts that 
there will always be some case for the use of pesticides 
as a last resort within food production and the control 
of invasive non-native species. Otherwise, it considers 
that other uses, particularly and amenity use, should be 
phased out. 

In the context of their study, the Trust defined Pesticides 
as all biocides: synthetic or natural substances used 
as treatments against insects (insecticides), plants 
(herbicides), fungi (fungicides), or against other groups. 
They are applied in many ways including as sprays, seed 
coatings and soil treatments across a range of users, 
including food production, forestry, amenity, and private 
use. Pesticides may be topical, where they are applied 
in a targeted manner, or systemic, where the chemicals 
are taken up into plant tissues and spread to every part 
of the plant, including pollen and nectar. They may be 
broad-spectrum (toxic to a wide range of organisms), or 
selective (used against a specific target or small group of 
targets). Their rate of break down varies, so some may 
remain toxic for days, others potentially for several years. 

The impacts of pesticides on bumblebees may be either 
direct or indirect. At high levels of contact, direct effects 
include the death of bumblebees. However, sub-lethal 
exposure e.g. to neonicotinoid insecticides, can lead to 
detrimental effects on bumblebees’ abilities to navigate, 
forage efficiently, reproduce, and resist the negative 
consequences of other stressors such as food shortages 
and pathogens. Indirect effects work through habitat loss 
and degradation. The widespread loss of flower-rich areas 
from our landscapes is the leading driver of pollinator 
declines in the UK, and the systematic removal of 
wildflowers from both the countryside and urban areas 

with herbicides puts bumblebees and other flower-feeding 
species under nutritional stress. Some pesticide treatments 
can also persist in the soil and move through the landscape 
e.g. in water or contamination of adjacent plants. This 
means that plants and insects can be affected in years after 
the treated crop was grown, and beyond the treated area. 

Bumblebees are exposed to multiple different chemicals 
throughout their life cycle, both pesticides and non-
pesticides. These chemicals can work together in 
unexpected ways, but are rarely tested together even when 
likely to be found together in use. This increases the risk to 
bumblebees. For example, the herbicide active ingredient 
glyphosate has been found to have no direct detrimental 
impact on bumblebee health in isolation, but commercially 
available glyphosate based weedkillers cause high levels of 
bumblebee mortality due to the effects of other chemicals 
(adjuvants) present within the formulations. Some 
treatments, including some fungicides, may be relatively 
harmless to bees in isolation, but magnify the toxic effects 
of insecticides when both are present in the environment. 
In consequence, foraging bumblebees are exposed to 
combinations of chemicals which have never been tested 
and which have the potential to be far more harmful than 
each alone. 

The regulations for pesticide use within the UK are 
currently largely synchronised with those of the EU, 
but Brexit means that these may now diverge, giving us 
the potential to either increase or decrease protections 
for pollinators. The European Food Safety Authority 
(EFSA) continues to develop guidance to further protect 
bumblebees and other pollinators and the UK should at 
least mirror any advances in EU protections. UK farmers 
would be protected if pesticide regulations also form 
part of trade negotiations to avoid the risk of the UK 
government making new trade deals with countries with 
less stringent pesticide regulations. 

Currently, testing of new pesticide products on 
bumblebees is limited to lethal dose testing from acute 
oral and contact exposure in Buff-tail bumblebee (Bombus 
terrestris) workers. More extensive testing is carried 
out on honeybees (Apis mellifera) including tests on 
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NUCS OF BEES FOR SALE

Natures Little Helpers
Lisvane Honey Farm
Professional beekeepers with years of experience

Orders now being taken for 5 frame nucs of bees on
British Standard National Hoffman frames headed

   £200.00
www.natureslittlehelpers.co.uk
Please order from our website

Unit 8, Mill Farm Industrial Estate, St Mellons Road,
Lisvane, Cardiff, CF14 0SH         Tel: 07970 289677

Email: sales@natureslittlehelpers.co.uk

by a 2023 marked Buckfast queen

brood and field experiments, the results of which are 
then extrapolated to represent risks to all wild bees. 
However, the honeybee has a very atypical life-history 
and more detailed testing is needed for a wider range 
of bees particularly ground-nesting solitary species 
that potentially having a much larger risk of exposure 
to chemicals in the soil. Species used as proxies during 
safety testing must be demonstrably appropriate and 
adequate for this use. Better recording and investigation 
of the adverse effects of pesticide treatments (such as 
bee die-offs) would allow detection of the long-term, 
real-world impacts of the type almost impossible to find 
with pre-authorisation testing alone, and thus permit 
better focus of the testing regime on potentially harmful 
chemicals and combinations of chemicals. 

There are many ways in which we could reduce pesticide 
use by integrated pest management (IPM) an approach 
that aims to control pests by natural, non-chemical 
means, and only using chemicals in a targeted fashion 
when absolutely necessary. For example, by improving 
floral diversity within field margins, reducing field sizes, 
and establishing hedgerows and wild areas, farms can 
increase the number and diversity of natural pest control 

species which protect crops by preventing the build-up 
of pest species to harmful levels. These principles have 
been a requirement in farming since 2014, but pesticide 
applications have continued to increase in frequency, and 
over more extensive areas. 

The Trust holds that the use of pesticides in gardens, 
amenity areas, and elsewhere across the unfarmed 
landscape should be phased out because it poses an 
unnecessary risk to bumblebees, other pollinators, 
ecosystems, and people. Many towns and cities have 
already opted to go pesticide-free and have shown that 
successful alternative weed control methods can be 
implemented to maintain public places that feel cared for, 
welcoming and safe. Some major retailers have already 
stopped the sale of pesticide products such as glyphosate. 
From a bumblebee perspective, the best approach is to 
increase understanding and tolerance towards “weed” 
species and to allow more wildflowers to grow within the 
urban environment. Where plants are sold as pollinator-
friendly, this must apply to the specific plants as well as to 
the species overall, and they should not contain harmful 
levels of pesticide residues. Pollinator-friendly plants 
should not risk exposing pollinators to harmful chemicals.
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SATURDAY 
25 FEB 2023

9am - 4pm

TELFORD 
INTERNATIONAL 

CENTRE

BOOK NOW

THE BEEKEEPING SHOW

www.thebeekeepingshow.co.uk

Join us For

W H E N W H E R E
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Teifiside BKA Equipment Sale

The Covid 19 pandemic led to the cancellation of many 
events over the last couple of years, one of these being 
the annual auction organised by the Teifiside Beekeepers 
Association. The last one took place in 2019.  

Well, we’re delighted to announce that the auction is 
returning for 2023!  It will take place on Saturday 29th 
April, a week earlier than it has previously been because 
there’s something going on in London on 6th May, which 
some people may want to stay at home to see on TV.

The venue is Coed y Bryn village hall, near Newcastle 
Emlyn and the auction starts at 1 pm.  In the last few 
years, many people have either taken up, or given up 
beekeeping. So, this will be a great opportunity to either 
obtain equipment or offload unwanted kit. Additionally, 
we will be including bees for sale for those wanting to 

buy or sell. They will be inspected to ensure they are 
queen right, healthy and disease free.

This will be a great event for people to catch up with 
fellow beekeepers, spend some money and enjoy some of 
the delicious refreshments we will have on offer. We look 
forward to welcoming you. Further information will be 
posted on: www.tbka.org.uk.

Julia Bestall

Association libraries

Our Association, Cardiff, Vale and Valleys, has built up 
a library of approximately 140 books and DVDs which 
have been generously donated by members over the 
years, or bought by the Association. The books cover all 
beekeeping activities and include novels. The collection 
includes books of some age, from well before the existence 
of the varroa mite, up to very recent publications. 

The area our Association covers is extensive, which 
means that far-flung members cannot always attend the 
Association meetings in Cardiff and access our library.

Before covid struck, Peter Shaw would bring a large 
selection of the books to our Association’s monthly 
meetings, and the system worked well. At our first face-
to-face meeting early this month, I took down a limited 
selection of the books, together with a list of every 
publication. The plan is to make an on-line list available 
to members. Then, if there is a book they want to see, they 
can ask me to bring it to the next meeting. We make a 
note of who has borrowed what, and charge £1.

I would be very interested to know if other Associations 
have built up a library, and how they organise it to make 
sure it is available to all their members.? How do they 
keep track of the books? Do members prefer to use the 
internet to find information on aspects of beekeeping, or 
is there still a place for the book, pamphlet, examination 
revision book and historic books?

Maybe in sharing our experiences, we can encourage 
greater use of our libraries, especially with the winter 
evenings inviting us all to read and learn while the bees 
are quiet!

Rosemary Samuel

To the 

Editor
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Old Station Yard, Common Road,  Dunnington, YORK, YO19 5EP
Phone: 01904 849331, Email: sales@abelo.co.uk, www.abelo.co.uk

At Abelo we supply a huge range of flat pack and assembled frames. We stock 
our first quality frames and superior foundation in quantities of ten, eleven and 
twelve to suit all of our hive styles. 

Order NOW in time for Spring
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Brian John Sherriff
1928 – 2022

Brian will be remembered by many readers as a 
regular trader at the WBKA Spring Convention. 
Born in Bristol, his story properly begins two 

generations before him with the purchase of a corset 
factory by his grandfather, Edgar John Sherriff. After 
leaving school he was apprenticed in the cutting room 
of Court Royal Corsets in Bath and he eventually took 
over the Directorship of Langridge Ltd. The company 
employed seventy machinists and produced five hundred 
dozen brassieres per week with staff levels rising to one 
hundred. As the business expanded, Brian oversaw the 
development of a new factory and the launch of his own 
clothing labels, ‘Secret Charm’ and 
‘Malibu’ with some of the machinists 
modelling the swimwear and 
beachwear.

In 1952 Brian enrolled at Bath 
Technical College to learn Spanish 
and whilst waiting for class to begin, 
he unwrapped a bar of Cadbury’s 
chocolate. He thought it rude not to 
offer some to the girl next to him and 
she accepted. After that as he put it, 
‘he had to marry her’. The girl was 
Patricia Harvey who had long dark hair 
and a beautiful smile. They married 
at Saltford Church on 20th December 1952 followed by 
a honeymoon in Switzerland. On their return, Brian 
and Pat purchased an acre of land at South Tehidy near 
Camborne, Cornwall, where they built their dream home 
and went on to have two daughters, Belinda and Angela. 

Bees entered Brian’s life when he needed them most 
and the decisive moment came during a visit to the 
Royal Cornwall Show.  He and Pat entered the bee tent, 
and something felt different.  Brian smelt the beeswax 
and cedar wood and saw the queen in the observation 
hive, and he somehow knew beekeeping was for him. 
Soon after, he became friends with George Tonkin, a 
commercial bee farmer based near Tiverton, who gave 
him the advice he needed to set up in business as a bee 

farmer in Cornwall where he managed 400 hives. Brian’s 
expertise and fascination for the habits of bees stayed 
with him all his life and he would later become quite an 
authority on beekeeping around the world.

One day, whilst looking into a hive, the heavy bee-keeper’s 
hat that Brian was wearing slipped forward and he felt a 
sharp needle in the back of the neck followed by a strange 
spreading numbness. This set his mind to the development 
of a more protective bee suit - what’s the use of beekeeping 
clothing if it doesn’t protect you from bees? That night 
at dinner with Pat, the idea was already half formed and 

later that week Pat set about designing an 
improved bee-keeper’s veil. Although the first 
hood was a trifle ungainly, alterations were 
made, and the perfected hood was entered 
into a competition at the Royal Cornwall 
Show where it won first prize.

Before long there were more innovations and 
the first beekeeping garment marketed by BJ 
Sherriff was called ‘The Commercial’.  The 
editor of the British Bee Journal suggested 
they should exhibit at the National Honey 
Show at Caxton Hall in London. This is 
when Brian recalls knowing that he was on 
to something. The business later expanded 

to a protective clothing range in various colours that were 
marketed nationally and internationally.

Brian loved travel and meeting people. The beekeeping 
business offered him an opportunity to exhibit at 
beekeeping conventions all over the world. In all by 2016 
Brian had visited forty-four countries with touchdowns 
in nine others! He was very sociable and loved meeting 
people from all walks of life. His face invariably lit up with 
a smile when he was telling one of his many tales and he 
had a great sense of humour, always telling jokes. His love 
of Cornwall, walking the coastal paths and admiring the 
glorious sea views was a constant source of pleasure to 
him even up to a week before he passed away after a short 
illness.
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Our photo competition is continuing, so get snapping!  
Note that the following rules will apply.  

• Entrants must be WBKA members, either directly or through membership of a WBKA-affiliated 
association.

• Entries must be submitted, by email, to editor@wbka.com, by the following deadlines: 
31 October for the Winter edition; 31 January for the Spring edition;  
30 April for the Summer edition; 31 July for the Autumn edition

• Entries must be honey bee, or beekeeping related, must be the original work of the entrant, and 
must not have been winning entries in any other photographic competition.  

• Photos submitted should be orientated horizontally, and should be a minimum file size of 2MB.
• Photos may be cropped, as long as the size does not fall below 2MB. Minor adjustments, including 

contrast and slight colour adjustment, are permitted.
• Photos which have been altered or enhanced beyond such minor adjustments, whether digitally or 

otherwise, are not eligible. If the judge determines that a photographer has altered his or her photo, 
they reserve the right to disqualify it. 

• The judge’s decision will be final and no correspondence will be entered into regarding this.
• Submission of an entry to the competition indicates that the owner of the image permits WBKA to 

publish the winning and runner-up entries in the magazine. The winning image may be featured on 
the front cover.

Photo Competition Winners!

Thank you all for your entries to our photo competition and congratulations to the 
winners. Thanks also to Malcolm Williams for judging, and Jonathan and Sam 
Davies of Wyefield Apiaries who have kindly sponsored the winter competition and 
donated a supply of fondant to the overall winner.

Karen Mitchell Ken Wood

Mary Ratcliffe

1st 2nd

3rd


